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We want to hear from you and include your photos & ideas in The Wanderer - stay in touch!
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send Letters to the Editor to 
news@wanderer.com, include your name 
and phone number for verification. 
The Wanderer does not run unsigned 
letters. Deadline is Tuesday at 10am
DISPLAY ADVERTISING
Contact our office at 508-758-9055 for 
questions about Display Advertising. More 
details can also be found on our website 
www.wanderer.com in the Frequently Asked 
Questions. Deadline is Friday at 3pm

CLASSIFIED & LEGAL ADVERTISING
Classifieds can be placed through our 
website www.wanderer.com or in our office 
at 55 County Road in Mattapoisett. For 
more informtion contact us at 508-758-9055 
or email office@wanderer.com
Deadline is Tuesday at 10am
Legal Advertisements can be placed in our 
office at 55 County Road in Mattapoisett. 
For more informtion contact us at 508-758-
9055 or email office@wanderer.com
Deadline is Tuesday at 10am

PHOTOS & STORY IDEAS
Please send photos and story ideas to 
news@wanderer.com
NEWS & PRESS RELEASES
Send completed press releases with 
date, time, location, and phone number to 
news@wanderer.com
Deadline is Tuesday at 10am
OBITUARIES
Send to office@wanderer.com, for 
questions call 508-758-9055 

On the Cover: The Farmers Market organized by the Charles R 
Washburn Memorial Trust is open in Washburn Park from 2:00 
pm to 6:00 pm every Tuesday. Truly a signifier summertime 
is upon us, various local craft goods and produce is available, 
along with some live music to listen to. Photo by Sam Bishop

Farmers Markets Make Their Return
By Sam Bishop

	 Farmers markets are again popping up across 
New England, bringing local goods to all who stop by.
	 The Tri-Town is no different, and when The 
Wanderer visited Washburn Park on Tuesday afternoon, 
we truly felt like summer was here (regardless of the fact 
the first day of summer is about a week-and-a-half away). 
The Charles R Washburn Memorial Trust hosts a farmers 
market in the park, as it has in years past, every Tuesday 
from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm.
	 There on Tuesday were local vendors offering 
oils, soaps, candles, flowers, herbs, ornamental plants, 
vegetables, fruits, kombucha, honey, bread, sweets, honey, 
sown bags, towels, dresses, carpets, and other goods all 
meticulously crafted right under our noses. The bazaar 
was far from bizarre, it’s about what you’d expect going 
to a farmers market; but what’s wrong with that? They’re 
fantastic.
	 Though I had been just last year, I was 
delightfully surprised and reminded that there was life 
music! That does something to help the vegetables, right?
	 In the words of a young visitor there running 
toward the stall, “Oh my golly gosh!” What more could 
you ask for?

Marion Invites Residents to Coffee
By Sam Bishop

	 On June 9, the Town of Marion invited residents 
to a new event and the first of its kind: Coffee with the 
Town Administrator. The informal meeting will run for 
around an hour, starting at 9:00 am on Wednesday, June 
17 in the Marion Town House Annex, 14 Barnabas Road.
	 The meet-up is beneficial for both residents and 
the Town Administrator, as it allows for less restrictive 
conversations and more frank discussion of town projects, 
events, and other topics. The official announcement 
states: “Whether you have questions about Town services, 
ongoing projects, upcoming initiatives, or simply want to 

share ideas and concerns, all are welcome to stop by and 
join the conversation.”
	 The event is referred to as the “first” Coffee with 
the Town Administrator, signaling a continuing saga of 
talks or at least a more regular casual and relaxed venue 
for discussions between public servants and residents. 
With no agenda for the meeting and no limitations that 
are present with the typical public meeting agenda 
format, residents will be free to give feedback, collaborate, 
and get answers they didn’t receive at a scheduled 
meeting.
	 Coffee and light refreshments will be available on 
the morning of Wednesday, June 17 for the talk.

When in the Course of Human Events...
This Week in Revolutionary War History

By Sam Bishop
	 This week in Revolutionary War history, let’s 
check up on what was going on 250 years ago in New 
England and the northern Thirteen Colonies. Last week, 
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General George Washington sat in and spoke at meetings 
of the Continental Congress in Philadelphia. There, he 
pressed for support as the congress voted to send more 
men and arms to guard the faltering northern front. 
Various towns in the colonies, mainly in Massachusetts, 
have declared their independence from Britian, as 
delegates in congress itself openly speak of uniformly 
doing the same.
	 On June 7, 1776, Washington has been back in 
New York for a day when Brigadier General John Sullivan 
writes from Sorell, Canada (today Sorel-Tracy). He asks 
for direct assistance from the general, wondering “if it be 
possible for your Excellency or General Lee to come here - 
I am well persuaded that Canada would be ours from the 

moment of your Excellency’s arrival.” Washington does 
not offer a known reply, though he does stay in New York, 
taking command of the city’s defenses.
	 That same day, he announces in his General 
Orders that Horatio Gates of Essex, England be promoted 
to Major General and Thomas Mifflin of Pennsylvania 
be promoted to Brigadier General in the “Army of the 
United Colonies.” Neither Gates nor Mifflin have yet to 
make a name for themselves, though both will become 
prominent figures as the war progresses, with the latter 
being a signatory of the United States Constitution.
	 Historians do not look upon June 7 for the 
previous events, however. Crucially, that fated Friday 
would be the day Virginia Delegate Richard Henry 
Lee formally put forward the topic of independence on 
the floor of Congress. Following the May 15 Virginia 
Convention passed in Williamsburg, the Lee Resolution 
brought that zeal to Philadelphia. In it, Lee states, “That 
these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free 
and independent States, that they are absolved from 
all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political 
connection between them and the State of Great Britain 
is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.” John Adams of 
Massachusetts seconded the motion, and thus, Congress 
was officially locked in discussions regarding formal 
independence from Britian.
	 Washington, unaware of the discussions in 
Philadelphia, jockeys between messages from Canada 
and attempting to prioritize the defense of New York 
City. On June 10 in the north, British General William 
Howe, following months of preparations (since the 
evacuation from Boston on March 17), departs Halifax, 
Nova Scotia with 9,000 troops destined for New York. At 
the same time, General Henry Clinton is enroute with an 
expedition of British and Hessian troops to the Carolinas.
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	 On June 11, the Continental Congress is locked 
in discussions regarding independence and creates a 
new committee: the Committee of Five. This committee 
is composed by five congressional delegates from across 
the colonies: John Adams of Massachusetts, Benjamin 
Franklin of Pennsylvania, Thomas Jefferson of Virginia, 
Robert Livingston of New York, and Roger Sherman of 
Connecticut. The committee operated largely away from 
both the public and government eye, with no minutes 
being recorded of their meetings.
	 The committee was created to present the 
congress with a declaration of independence. Having read 
many of Jefferson’s works, Adams recommended he be 
the author of the first draft, which he and Franklin would 
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later edit. Though the final draft would be different, it was 
around this time that these words were written:
	 “When, in the course of human events, it becomes 
necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands 
which have connected them with another, and to assume, 
among the powers of the Earth, the separate and equal 
station to which the Laws of Nature and of nature’s God 
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind 
requires that they should declare the causes which 
impel them to the separation. We hold these Truths to 
be self-evident that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed, by their creator, with certain unalienable 
rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.”
	 The first draft would be written at Jefferson’s 
apartment at 700 Market Street, Philadelphia and would 
be presented to Congress in a couple weeks, on June 28.

A Genuflection to Rhododendrons
The Seaside Gardener
By Laura McLean

	 Two striking specimens stare me down as I make 
my morning cup of joe. Their brilliant shades of fuchsia 
and crimson, framed in neighboring windows, deliver 
an instant jolt of energy before I’ve taken my first sip of 
coffee. In that moment, I feel ready for summer and for a 
thousand more blissful moments to come.
	 Rhododendrons have an almost royal presence 
in the New England landscape and their effect on me 
is to make a kind of mental genuflection, which is to 
say they have my respect. The steady rains of spring 
have provided a robust start to the trees and shrubs in 
the landscape, so it’s a particularly good year for the 
rhododendrons. Whether seen at a distance or up close, 
they instill awe. You cannot ignore them. They are main 
players, even if they aren’t meant to be.
	 This observation has proven true over the years 
and across a variety of locations. In Newport, I found 
these magnificent trees flanking the stately grounds of The 
Elms, the historic Bellevue Avenue estate built in 1901 for 
coal magnate Edward Berwind. Although nearly all of the 
original elms succumbed to disease long ago, a collection 
of expertly sculpted specimens now complements the 
mansion’s imposing architecture. In spring, masses 
of flowering rhododendrons heightened the scene’s 
grandeur, unfolding before the eye like a vibrant pop-up 
illustration from a children’s book.
	 Another memorable “rhody moment” occurred 
while pedaling my bike through Fairhaven’s historic 
village, forcing me to an involuntary halt, de-cleating as 
I reached for my camera. There they stood like sentinels 
outside a fortress, coloring an entrance walk while 
framing an American flag.
	 Expected encounters can be just as rewarding. 
Sitting shotgun while my Dad drove his golf cart through 
his back forty where he grows rhododendrons among 
other herbaceous material, I saw them... looking like 
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Refreshments provided for the 
2026 Marion Memorial Day Ceremony

soldiers returning 
victorious from the 
fields at Agincourt. 
(Ok that is a slight 
exaggeration, but 
they really had 
presence out in the 
green field.) 
	 Naturally, 
my own collection 
of rhododendrons 
come from my 
father’s, and I 
opted for different 
colors; a decision 
that has resulted 
in a continuous swirl of color, especially now that they 
have grown together. With a privet hedge backdrop 
and an understory of ferns, hosta, epimedium, and lily 
of the valley, I have dubbed it my woodland garden. A 
mountain laurel and two towering white pines complete 
the picture with intermittent bluebells and foxgloves. 
Now in its zenith, you might say, but no less impressive in 
winter when it touts shiny evergreen leaves that keep the 
theme going. 
	 Later in the day when I carry on weeding, I 
will go in for a closer view of the voluptuous petals. It’s 
something Georgia O’Keefe might have painted had she 
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lived in New England with the delicate striations and 
splashes of color. Post flowering, I remove their spent 
blossoms one by one, a therapeutic habit that expresses 
my full dedication to these plants. 
	 Rhododendron species are found in the wild from 
the arctic regions to the tropics, spanning a wide range 
of climates, according to the American Rhododendron 
Society, a non-profit organization whose purpose is to 
encourage interest in and to disseminate information 
about the genus Rhododendron. In the United States, a 
large number of hybrids flourish in the Pacific Northwest, 
especially between the Cascades and the Pacific Ocean.
	 From the ARS website I learned that 
Rhododendrons and their subgenus azaleas belong to 
the heath family (Ericaceae) which includes the heaths 
and heathers, blueberries, mountain laurels and several 
other ornamental plant groups. Most of these plants 
require acid soil and good drainage. They don’t like 
disturbance of their roots, so mulching them with leaves 
is recommended. I use the readily available spent pine 
needles and that seems to work fine.
	 Although sunlight is essential to full flowering, 
the plants will grow in shade and in some cases, some 
shade should be provided as protection from the early 
morning sunlight during winter. Many rhododendrons 
grow naturally under complete or partial shade of a forest 
canopy, but they will succeed in sunnier locations.
	 For rhododendrons planted in less fertile soils, a 
complete fertilizer designed for acid-loving plants may 
be applied in late winter or early spring. Be careful not 
to exceed recommended amounts. In cold climate zones 
nitrogen fertilizer should not be applied after late June 
as it may promote new lush growth susceptible to winter 
damage.
	 As with many plants, rhododendrons have 
a place in literary symbolism. British author Daphne 
Du Maurier’s novel Rebecca, makes references to the 
character of Rebecca using the image of “blood red” 
rhododendrons throughout the novel as a cautionary 
note. This is believed to parallel the plant’s toxic roots 
and poisonous character of Rebecca and also foreshadows 
spilled blood and red flames of Manderley that burns at 
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the novel’s conclusion.
	 Rhododendrons are native to parts of Asia, 
including Nepal, where they are celebrated as the 
national flower. Their blossoms are considered edible and 
prized for their pleasantly tart flavor; the juice is even 
commercially produced and sold. Today, more than 1,000 
species of rhododendrons are found around the world, 
ranging from cultivated specimens that anchor designed 
landscapes to wild populations that spill across remote 
mountain slopes.
	 With summer fast approaching and the blooms 
already beginning to fade, we won’t soon forget our first 
embrace.
	 “There is a sumptuous variety about the New England 
weather that compels the stranger’s admiration - and regret. 
The weather is always doing something there; always attending 
strictly to business; always getting up new designs and trying 
them on people.” - Mark Twain.

Residents Sought to Fill Rochester Vacancies
By Sam Bishop

	 The Town of Rochester put out a notice last 
Thursday asking residents to apply to serve on various 
committees, boards, and commissions.
	 Vacancies can be filled by any Rochester 
resident who is an active voter. Current vacancies are: 
Conservation Commission, one (1) Full Member and one 
(1) Associate Member; Historic District Commission, 
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two (2) Full Members and two (2) Alternate Members; 
Park Commission, one (1) Member; Soil Board, one (1) 
Full Member and one (1) Associate Member; and Zoning 
Board of Appeals, one (1) Associate Member.
	 “Volunteering is a great way to become involved 
in your community and help shape the future of our 
town. – We encourage all interested residents to apply and 
get involved in local government!” the notice said.
	 Interested residents of the town can contact 
Executive Assistant Andreia Lacerda alacerda@
townofrochesterma.gov to apply by Wednesday, June 17 
or call 508-763-3871 x110 for more information.
	 The Rochester Select Board will review and 
consider applicants at their Monday, June 22 meeting in 
Town Hall, 1 Constitution Way.

Five Member Select Board Convenes
Mattapoisett Select Board

By Marilou Newell
	 The Tuesday meeting of the newly-expanded 
Mattapoisett Select Board was an historic event for the 
town. On this night, the board was now comprised of Jodi 
Bauer, Jordan Collyer, Judy Mooney, Nicole Doyon, and 
Frances Kearns.
	 The overall mood of the evening was one of 
convivial exchanges amongst the members and a spoken 
desire to learn from one another. After spending time in 
a protracted Executive Session, the members got down to 

business.
	 They made numerous appointments to a wide 
variety of boards and committees. Everything from 
Viewer of Fences (a person who reviews issues related to 
fences) to fire and police appointments and, not be 
forgotten, the Measurer of Wood and Bark.
	 There was also great financial news shared on 
this night. By way of Highway Surveyor Garret Bauer, a 
letter was received from the Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation announcing a grant in the amount 
of $1,900,000 for the repair of the Water Street Culvert 
located at the Town Beach.
	 The board also met with members of the 
Disabilities Commission who requested and received 
authorization to file for a grant in the amount of $4,500. 
The grant will allow for the purchase of handicap-
accessible picnic tables and mats that will give those using 
mobility equipment access to the beach.
	 In the matter of municipal health insurance, the 
board signed a Memo of Understanding with Gateway 
Insurance that will allow the town to pay a mutually 
agreed upon sum. The first payment of $171,940 was 
agreed upon at the Spring Town Meeting as well as the 
subsequent payment up to $734,000 was confirmed.
	 Further discussion regarding the need to change 
insurance carriers, included Collyer stating a new carrier, 
Mayflower, will become the health care insurer as of 
July 1. He reminded the attendees that the Spring Town 
Meeting had voted to pay outstanding sums and although 
there may have been red flags, the matter is now under 
investigation.   
	 The next meeting of the Mattapoisett Select Board 
was not announced at adjournment.

Second Old Colony Vote on June 20
Rochester Select Board

By Michael J. DeCicco
	 The Rochester Select Board Monday approved 
adding a debt-exclusion question to the June 20 Special 
Election that will ask town voters to endorse building 
a new $288,000,000 Old Colony Regional Vocational-
Technical High School.
	 On that date, Acushnet, Carver, Lakeville, 
Mattapoisett, and Rochester, the five members of the Old 
Colony Vocational Education District, will vote on moving 
forward with the multi-million-dollar building project 
with a ballot-question election. The Rochester Select Board 
decided on June 1 that a separate ballot question will be 
offered in town to allow the town to pay for its share of 
the project costs with a debt exclusion.
	 Town Administrator Cameron Durant said the 
Select Board had previously decided to add such a ballot 
question to any special election seeking to pass the Old 
Colony construction plan, and he wanted to give them a 
chance to act on that decision. The board approved same 
with minimal discussion.
	 Durant explained later that the ballot question 
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the town will present will not include any dollar figures 
because those numbers will be too hard to accurately 
calculate. It will simply ask residents to approve 
borrowing beyond the limits of Proposition 2 1/2 to fund 
the town’s portion of project costs. He said those numbers 
will change dramatically depending on how many 
students Rochester sends to Old Colony when the project 
starts and what the interest rate to borrow will be at the 
time. “Those numbers will be very nuanced,” he said.
	 The project will build a larger, more modern 
building that replaces the serious infrastructure 
deficiencies of the current facility at 476 North Avenue 
in Rochester. Under calculations presented to member 
towns last year, the state School Building Authority’s 
reimbursement for the new school’s price tag is projected 
to be $129,000,000. The remaining total cost that the 
school district members would share was estimated at 
approximately $159,000,000. Rochester’s share of that 
price tag would have been $28,400,000, but both the 
$289,000,000 request to fund the building project and a 
proposal to pay for Rochester’s $24,000,000 share of that 
cost with a debt exclusion resulted in a resounding “no” 
vote in the November 2025 Town Election, leading to Old 
Colony’s move to revote the question on June 20.
	 The Select Board began the June 1 meeting by 
promoting Acting Sergeant Catherine Connelly to a 
permanent sergeant position with the Rochester Police 
Department. In recommending the appointment, Chief 

Michael A. Assad, Jr. cited her demonstrated exceptional 
leadership, professionalism and dedication during her 
time as acting sergeant, including as supervisor of the 
department’s Community Engagement Team.
	 The board then approved Eversource’s bid to 
install one new IO utility pole in the right of way on 
Clapp Road and one FO pole with “back guy” and anchor 
in the right of way on High Street.
	 Next, Durant addressed the fallout from the 
Town Election’s tie vote for a seat on the Rochester School 
Committee. For one of the two open spots on that board, 
Isabel Gomes-McCann and Barbara Lee tied with 544 
votes each. Durant explained the preliminary tally of the 
ballots on election night, May 27, that showed Gomes-
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McCann slightly ahead changed when a paper ballot 
the machine rejected because of a stray pen mark was 
counted manually. He said a recount will be required. He 
said, if that does not change the outcome, the solution 
will be a temporary appointment by the Select Board 
and/or a Special Election. Meanwhile, the current board 
membership will need to remain as is.
	 Later, board member Brad Morse proposed a 
Special Town Meeting article that will approve the use 
of the electronic voting clickers that the town recently 
received as a gift. He said the devices have been proven 
to work well and they would save time at town meetings 
and be a more efficient way to count votes. Approving 
their use should become a bylaw, he said, and the board 
quickly agreed.
	 In other action, the board reorganized to appoint 
Paul Ciaburri as chair and Morse as clerk.
	 The board approved the appointment of K. 
Douglas Sims as a full member of the Zoning Board of 
Appeals.
	 The board appointed Town Planner Michaela 
Shoemaker as the town’s representative on the Joint 
Transportation Group.
	 The board approved a Host Agreement with 
Rochester Cannabis, LLC for a retail operation at Route 
58, Rochester.
	 The Rochester Select Board’s next meeting will 
be held on Monday, June 22 at 6:00 pm at Town Hall, 1 
Constitution Way.

Weed Control and Private Pier
Mattapoisett Conservation Commission

By Marilou Newell
	 During the Monday meeting of the Mattapoisett 
Conservation Commission, several new Notice of Intent 
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filings were featured.
	 First up was a NOI filed by Raymond Hanks 
of 18 Crystal Springs Road to receive permitting for the 
removal of invasive plants, including Japanese Knot Weed 
and Bittersweet.
	 After a lengthy discussion with the 
commissioners and the environmental agent Samantha 
Carew it was determined that Hanks’ proposal for 
weed eradication needed further review due to nearby 
jurisdictional areas on the property. No action was taken 
at this time.
	 An NOI filed by the Pratt Family Living Trust,11 
Sea Marsh Way for beach nourishment could not be heard 
as a Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) 
file number is pending. The filing was continued to June 
22.
	 An NOI filed by the Elizabeth May Cannell 
Family Trust, was conditioned for the construction of a 
private pier and boat dock.
	 The project will require a Chapter 91 waterways 
license it was noted.
	 The next meeting of the Mattapoisett 
Conservation Commission will be held on June 22.

Abutters Press Planning Board On Solar
Rochester Planning Board
By Michael J. DeCicco

	 The Rochester Planning Board Tuesday re-opened 
its Site Plan Review Permit Hearing on a proposal to 
build a one-megawatt, ground-mounted solar array on 
Walnut Plain Road to a roomful of abutters and residents 
with questions.
	 The Walnut Plain Road installation will be 
on a 9.5-acre footprint of a 21-acre parcel, said project 
representative Sarah Stern. The array itself will cover six 
acres and include a fenced-in perimeter and vegetative 
screens.
	 Residents immediately raised a myriad of 
concerns. Michael Kennefick, an attorney representing 
close abutter Sarah Preston, said his recent letter to the 
board disputes the soil type that the developer assumes 
is on site as they calculate that of water runoff to plan for. 

Clay will lead to a different runoff than sand when paved. 
His client’s property is four acres on the east side that 
could see more runoff. Stern responded that soil types are 
an assumption at this point, test pits and plan adjustments 
will come after the basic design is approved.
	 Abutter Kim Ashley said she objected to the 
project because she owns deeded cranberry land to the 
north and the project would block her deeded right of 
way. Chair Arnold Johnson noted other solar projects 
in town have solved easement issues by moving the 
easement access. Ashley, an attorney by trade, agreed to 
give the board a copy of that documentation. Ultimately, 
the board continued this hearing to July 14 to allow time 
for a review from the town’s peer engineer.
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	 The meeting began with an informal discussion 
of a proposed back lot subdivision at 83 Hiller Road 
and Winters Way. The developer’s representative Brian 
Wallace explained this 13.6-acre site checks all the boxes 
for a Form A residential lot, but he wanted to know if the 
proposed road meets the town’s standards. The board 
signaled it had no problem with the plan. Wallace said he 
will now submit a formal Form A lot permit application.
	 In other action, the board continued to June 23 its 
site plan review hearing on a plan to clear and re-grade 
land behind Town Hall for an 8,220-square foot parking 
lot.
	 The board also continued to June 23 its two-site 
plan review and special permit hearings for High Street 

Solar 1 and 2 at 0 High St. The total property is 120 acres; 
the installation will cover 20 acres. Application two covers 
the northern lots near Mayflower Lane. Application 
covers the remainder.
	 The Rochester Planning Board’s next scheduled 
meeting will be Tuesday, June 23 at 7:00 pm at Town Hall, 
1 Constitution Way.

Multiple Path Projects Slowly Advance
Marion Open Space Acquisition Commission

By Sam Bishop
	 The Marion Open Space Acquisition Commission 
met in-person in the Police Station on June 4 with Chair 
John Rockwell noting at meeting start that one of the 
members was not present and the appointment of officers 
may need to be delayed to the next meeting, to which 
other members agreed.
	 The commission quickly discussed and approved 
the minutes of their May 7 meeting and then began talks 
on the Land Bank Fund report. Member Norm Hills 
noted the total amount in the interest-bearing account sat 
just over $249,000. The money in the account is used to 
purchase land, Rockwell noted, adding land appraisals 
can be completed with the fund as well in order to access 
values.
	 The commission then moved to discuss the 
transfer of land for the Marion Shared Use Path, which 
has moved successfully to its second committee in the 
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Massachusetts General Court. Rockwell noted the transfer 
of 3,000 square-feet will still need to pass through a third 
reading committee, which the Chair joked, “is where 
projects go to die,” but also noted a “good legislative 
team” is working on and is supportive of the transfer. The 
transfer cannot be finalized until it has received approval 
from the state legislature which then passes to the Select 
Board for the final transfer sign-off.
	 Next, the commission began talks on the Creek 
Street and Point Road Bike Path. Chair Rockwell noted 
they received a draft contract for four phases of work. 
Rockwell noted the fourth and final phase, or “task,” 
of the work was missing from the draft, which will be 
included in the commission’s comments back to the 
original submitter. There was then a unanimous vote of 
approval to send the draft back with corrections.
	 Rockwell then brought up that in his home 
garage, he has some materials such as silt fence and 
geo-textile fabric originally bought with Community 
Preservation Plan (CPA) funds that is surplus from Point 
Road Bike Path construction. Rockwell recommended 
giving it to the Department of Public Works (DPW). 
Commission members agreed, and a unanimous vote 
was taken to transfer the material to the DPW for proper 
storage or use as deemed fit.
	 Next was a discussion on tree removal and 
general site maintenance at the Grassi Bog Conservation 
Area off Route 6 at 814 Mill Street. The commission 
worked to meet with an inspector from the state’s Natural 
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) on June 30 who 
would walk through with members to answer questions 
regarding projects and share professional opinions.
	 The next meeting of the Marion Open Space 
Acquisition Commission is scheduled for Thursday, July 
2.

Health Updates and Inspections
Marion Board of Health

By Sam Bishop
	 The Marion Board of Health met on Thursday, 
June 4 in the Marion Police Station. There were many 
updates provided by town officials as well as updates to 
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the Code of Marion discussed.
	 The meeting immediately began with updates 
from the Public Health Director, Lori A. Desmarais. 
The director began with a discussion on covid vaccines, 
to which she stated she reached out to Moderna for 
information on the pricing of that corporation’s version. 
Currently, she said the town has access to the company’s 
Spikevax vaccine, but the mNEXSPIKE is also produced 
by Moderna, which Desmarais said produced a higher 
immune response in older recipients. She is still awaiting 
a response from the corporation.
	 Desmarais then noted the town’s Health 
Department received the first notice regarding mosquito 
spraying. Residents who had requested sprayings 

received their first dosage last week.
	 She added the town had held a Rabies 
information panel the day prior, but due to little 
attendance, the event was unfortunately cancelled. She 
said they will likely try again in the spring at possibly a 
different time of day.
	 Updating the board on food/restaurant permits, 
Health Agent Gabriella Almeida noted the new managers 
of the Marion General Store, Amy and Will Felder, wish 
to open sometime in July, though the town has not yet 
received their application. The store still has a tobacco-
sales permit paid through the end of the year, and though 
the new owners stated they will not sell tobacco products, 
inspections are still required. There is also the farmers’ 
market in Washburn Park, which she noted will require 
routine inspections.
	 The Marion Board of Health then began its Public 
Hearing to amend the Marion Sanitary Code, particularly 
Section 8: Food Service. The changes provide definitions 
to common terms, increased descriptions of various 
establishments/events that serve food to standardize who 
needs inspections, and information on service animals 
and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance. 
The hearing was closed with few public questionings, 
followed quickly by a vote to approve the changes.
	 The next meeting of the Marion Board of Health is 
scheduled for Thursday, June 18 at 4:30 pm in the Marion 
Police Station conference room.

All Stars All Over
Sports Roundup

By Aiden Comorosky
	 There were many local athletes named All Stars 
by the South Coast Conference (SCC) this week:

Boys and Girls Track
	 Senior Malik Washburn was named the SCC MVP, 
as Ryan Calderone, Jacob Gear, and Henry Berry were 
named SCC All Stars. Senior Noah Thorell was an SCC 
All Star honorable mention. On the girls’ side, Cassidy 
Carroll, Genevieve Hebert, Phoebe Cowles, Morgan 
Patraiko, Delilah Post, Annalise Milhench, and Bentley 
Killion were named SCC All Stars. Hannah Thorell and 
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Rayn Lauradin were SCC All Star honorable mentions.
Girls Tennis

	 Senior Neva Matos was named the SCC MVP, 
as Caroline Houdelette, Grace Hebert, Ella Bishop, and 
Zadie Goyette were named SCC All Stars. Junior Molly 
Franco was an SCC All Star honorable mention.

Boys Tennis
	 Subhav Parajuli, Andrew Hebert, Luke Pierre, 
and Caden Gonsalves were named SCC All Stars. Lucas 
Hadley and Luc Silveira were SCC All Star honorable 
mentions.

Girls Lacrosse
	 Liz Kilpatrick, Taylor Cook, and Reilly Patraiko 
were named SCC All Stars. Kaitlyn Rodrigues and Rylee 
Cusick were SCC All Star honorable mentions.

Boys Lacrosse
	 Seniors Chase Kuppens and Tucker Cook were 
named SCC All Star. Nolan Blanchette and James Devoll 
were SCC All Star honorable mentions.

Baseball
	 Junior Nolin Vieira was named an SCC All Star. 
Juniors Dimitri Raposa and Malcolm Bean were SCC All 
Star honorable mentions.

Softball
	 Claudia Surace was an SCC All Star honorable 
mention.

Copy Submission Policy
	 The Wanderer gladly accepts any and all news and press 
release items from local nonprofit organizations for publication on a 
weekly basis. The deadline for submission of news items is Monday 
at noon for publication in that week’s edition. Due to the increasing 
number of submissions; however, publication of press material is never 
guaranteed. The Wanderer will make every effort to publish timely 
news items and announcements as the subject warrants and as often as 
spacing allows. All press material must be submitted by email to news@
wanderer.com and must be either in a text or Word file. We are not able 

to retype, correct or hunt down information to repair incomplete press 
releases, and we are not able to retype or reformat posters or bulleted 
lists that are not in readable paragraph form. We cannot accept any 
handwritten material or news items via telephone, no matter how brief.
	 Photographs of area events and newsmakers are also accepted 
and encouraged. The Wanderer accepts well-lit and clearly defined 
photographs for publication provided that they include a brief summary 
of the event or subject. We cannot return photographs. Like news 
items, the deadline for photos is Monday at noon, and the publication 
of photographs is also subject to spacing constraints and cannot be 
guaranteed.
	 All submitted copy is subject to alterations and/or 
condensation as space allows at the editor’s discretion. All submissions 
become the property of The Wanderer and are assumed to be submitted 
for the purpose of publication. Submissions cannot be returned; 
therefore, please make sure to retain copies.
	 Poems and essays submitted for publication are subject to The 
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Wanderer’s Copy Submissions and Letters to the Editor policies.
	 Ideas for features, breaking news tips and other suggestions 
for the news department are welcome. Please call the News Editor with 
news tips and ideas at 508-758-9055. If it is after hours, please leave a 
message or email news@wanderer.com.

Letters to the Editor
	 The views expressed in the “Letters to the Editor” column are not 
necessarily those of The Wanderer, its staff or advertisers. The Wanderer will 
gladly accept any and all correspondence relating to timely and pertinent issues 
in the great Marion, Mattapoisett and Rochester area, provided they include the 
author’s name, address and phone number for verification. We cannot publish 
anonymous, unsigned or unconfirmed submissions. The Wanderer reserves the 
right to edit, condense and otherwise alter submissions for purposes of clarity 
and/or spacing considerations. The Wanderer may choose to not run letters 
that thank businesses, and The Wanderer has the right to edit letters to omit 
business names. The Wanderer also reserves the right to deny publication of any 
submitted correspondence. All letters must be typed and submitted directly to: 
news@wanderer.com.

To the Editor;
	 As that old saying goes, “all good things must 
come to an end.” I now find it necessary to step away 
from the keyboard.
	 Over the 12 years I’ve written about you and your 
communities, I’ve found the experience amazing.
	 Your generosity in sharing your stories, helping 
me to understand municipal matters, or simply taking 
that charming picture of children marching around the 
bandshell; it’s all been amazing from where I sit and I 
thank you all.

	 Reporting local news and its importance can’t 
be overstated. It forms the backbone of our democratic 
society, it informs us, and it brings people together. 
Simply put, keep the presses rolling, both figuratively 
speaking and otherwise.
	 As for myself, I look forward to remaining in 
touch with all things local, especially at Town Hall. I’ll be 
there but now wondering out loud versus as an observer; 
and should the muse return with a fresh take on my 
childhood memories, I’ll happily share those adventures.
	 So, for now stay informed, stay invested, and 
keep on trucking!
	 Marilou Newell

To the Editor:
	 While the intense tension at the recent Old 
Rochester Regional school committee meeting was 
unsettling, the true story of the night was the majority 
of neighbors who stood up to demand basic human 
empathy.
	 Of the many residents who spoke, only a handful 
attempted to turn Rochester Memorial School into a front 
line in a national culture war. When outside political 
scripts are brought into our town, the actual children 
involved disappear. It was disheartening to witness adults 
overemphasize everyday elementary schoolyard friction 
between nine-year-olds, even turning it into a formal legal 
complaint, to push a rigid ideological agenda against a 
vulnerable transgender child.
	 They chose to look past the facts, including the 
reality that Massachusetts law has strictly protected 
student gender identity since 2011. The administration is 
legally obligated to protect this child’s civil rights; failing 
to do so would expose our district to costly lawsuits.
	 Thankfully, the quiet majority in the Tri-Town 
chose compassion. The parade of speakers advocating 
kindness reminded us of our community’s true 
character. If parents are genuinely concerned about 
privacy, the solution is practical and physical: accelerate 
the installation of single-occupancy, gender-neutral 
restrooms.
	 We cannot let a loud, polarized echo chamber 
dictate how we treat our neighbors’ children. Our 
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elementary schools must remain a safe, quiet refuge for 
kids to learn, not a battlefield for adult disagreements.
	 Sincerely,
Jeanne Hopkins, Mattapoisett

To the Editor;
	 Our Flag of Freedom
	 While watching T.V. it bothered me as I saw some 
men burning our flag. No one there put it out, loud words 
they did shout. They just treated it like some kind of rag. 
Don’t they know God has given to us this land so rich 
and so free from the Atlantic to the Pacific and up to the 
Bering Sea?
	 Much to our flag I would rather brag about our 
soldiers on Normandy who fought side by side, many 
suffered and died to defeat the enemy.
	 And brag about our marines who lifted our flag 
up high on a hill on Iwo Jima under a smoke filled sky.
	 Brag about our Navy who valiantly fought on the 
sea. Many were lost and they paid the cost to bring home 
a victory. 

	 Brag about our Air Force who battled up high in 
the sky. They weathered the flak, some did not come back, 
but their courage will never die.
	 Brag about our Coast Guard protecting us on our 
shores, bringing us peace and comfort, no enemy will 
knock on our doors.
	 Our flag is a perfect symbol of just how much we 
are blessed. God’s gift from above filled with His love, it 
is truly our “treasure chest”. So with a tear in your eye let 
our flag fly high and with hearts that will never forget the 
Armed Forces of our nation. It is to them that we owe our 
debt. Amen. 
	 George Smith, Rochester
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Academic Achievements
	 Stonehill College is pleased to recognize Amelia 
Joseph of Mattapoisett, Hannah Squires of Mattapoisett, 
Nathan Yurof of Marion, Andrew Poulin of Rochester, 
Caroline Williams of Marion, and Allison Winters of 
Rochester, named to the Spring 2026 Dean’s List. To 
qualify for this honor, undergraduate students must have 
achieved a semester grade point average of 3.50 or higher 
with a minimum of 12 credits from courses graded with 
standard letter grades.
	 Students named to the Dean’s List for the Spring 
2026 semester at Clarkson University include Torsten 
Brickley of Mattapoisett and Trent Crook of Rochester.
	 Kelly Quinlan of Mattapoisett has been named 
to the Dean’s List at East Stroudsburg University for the 
Spring 2026 semester of the 2025-2026 academic year, 
as announced by Margaret Ball D.M.A., the university’s 
provost and vice president for academic affairs.
	 Western New England University (WNE) is 
proud to recognize Steven Morrison of Rochester as one 
of 805 students who have earned a place on the Spring 
2026 Dean’s List, reflecting their dedication to academic 
excellence, perseverance, and commitment to achieving 
their educational goals.
	 On Friday, May 15, David Strom, who majored 
in Mechanical Engineering, was bestowed a BS/MS 
degree at WPI’s 157th Commencement. Nearly 1,200 
undergraduate degrees were awarded during the 

ceremony.
	 On Friday, May 15, Isabel Friedrichs, who 
majored in Environmental Engineering, was bestowed a 
bachelor’s degree at WPI’s 157th Commencement. Nearly 
1,200 undergraduate degrees were awarded during the 
ceremony.
	 Assumption University has announced Caileigh 
Calabro of Mattapoisett and Caitlin Sweeney of Marion 
have been named to the University’s Dean’s List for the 
spring 2026 semester. Students named to the Dean’s List 
must achieve a grade point average of 3.5 for a five-class, 
15-credit semester to be included on this prestigious list, 
which is announced at the completion of the fall and 
spring semesters.
	 Henry Bailey of Rochester was named to the 
Champlain College Dean’s List for the Spring 2026 
semester.

ORR Tri-Town Education Foundation Fund 
Supports Collaborative Music Composition

	 There’s music in the air at Old Rochester Regional 
Junior High School thanks to a collaborative project with 
a renowned international composer made possible by a 
$3,000 grant awarded by the Old Rochester Regional Tri-
Town Education Foundation.
	 During the 2024-25 school year, the Old Rochester 
Regional Tri-Town Education Foundation awarded a 
$3,000 grant to support the music project known as 
“Sounds of the Tri-Town,” involving instrumentalists 
from grades 5-8 under the guidance of internationally 
renowned composer Kevin Krumenauer.
	 The project resulted in a completed work called 
“Celestial Sway” that was performed by the school 
concert band in spring 2025, with the song now becoming 
part of the district’s permanent music library, available for 
performance in future years.
		  “Sounds of the Tri-Town” was the 
result of a $3,000 grant awarded by the Old Rochester 
Regional Tri-Town Education Foundation to Old 
Rochester Regional Junior High School music teacher 
Richard Laprise. In addition to the musicians from Old 
Rochester Junior High School, elementary school students 
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were also involved in the project, with the help of Old 
Hammondtown School teacher Alan Sweet, Rochester 
Memorial School teacher Kaitlyn Laprise and Sippican 
School teacher Hannah Moore.
	 “A lasting and anticipated result of this project 
was the strong sense of ownership students felt over 
‘Celestial Sway,’” said music teacher Richard Laprise. 
“Because it was written specifically for them, many 
students reported it was their favorite piece of the year.”
	 Through virtual sessions, Krumenauer engaged 
with more than 200 student musicians. This collaborative 
project with the guest composer built upon the district’s 
ongoing commitment to excellence in music education, 
which has contributed to Old Rochester Regional’s 
repeated recognition by the NAMM Foundation as a Best 
Community for Music Education.
	 The Old Rochester Regional School District and 
Massachusetts Superintendency Union #55 are pleased to 
share this story and the outcome of a total of more than 
$9,400 in private grants provided by the nonprofit Old 
Rochester Regional Tri-Town Education Foundation for 
the 2024-25 school year.
	 The Old Rochester Regional Tri-Town Education 
Foundation Fund is a growing endowment under the 
umbrella of the SouthCoast Community Foundation. 
Supported by community donors, the fund helps 
educators pursue innovative, high-quality learning 
experiences for students throughout Marion, Mattapoisett 
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and Rochester.
	 This is the fifth in a series of articles describing 
the impact of grants awarded by the Tri-Town Education 
Foundation Fund to support innovative teaching and 
student enrichment across the Old Rochester Regional 
School District and Massachusetts Superintendency 
Union #55.
	 Early Childhood Coordinator Doreen Lopes said 
the project strengthens student creativity, collaboration, 
and pride.
	 “This collaboration gives our young musicians 
the extraordinary opportunity to help shape a piece of 
music that they and future students will perform for 
years to come,” Lopes said. “Experiences like this inspire 
students, honor their creativity, and reinforce the vibrant 
role of music in our schools. Thank you to the Old 
Rochester Regional Tri-Town Education Foundation Fund 
for making this all possible.”
	 Superintendent Michael S. Nelson said the grant 
highlights the strong cultural and educational identity of 
the Tri-Town communities.
	 “Our music programs are a point of great pride 
across the Tri-Town,” Superintendent Nelson said. 
“This project not only enriches student learning but also 
contributes to a long legacy of musical excellence that 
our schools are known for. We are grateful to the Old 
Rochester Regional Tri-Town Education Foundation Fund 
for supporting this impactful and lasting work.”
	 To support future grant-funded programs like this 
one, community members are encouraged to donate to the 
Old Rochester Regional Tri-Town Education Foundation 
Fund. Please go to the Old Rochester Regional Tri-Town 
Education Foundation Fund donation page: cfsema.
fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/fund?funit_id=1304.

ORRHS Art Students Connect with Children 
in Armenia

	 Superintendent Michael S. Nelson and Assistant 
Principal Lauren Millette are proud to announce that art 
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students from Old Rochester Regional High School once 
again connected with students from another country - 
this time Armenia - as part of an international initiative 
known as the Memory Project.
	 Students in Art II and Honors Art III classes at 
Old Rochester Regional High School created portraits 
from photographs of children from Armenia in the fall of 
2025, with participation in the project coordinated by art 
teacher Kate Butler. Art teacher Joanne Molgilnicki also 
participated with students in her Honors Art III class. The 
finished works of art were then delivered to their subjects 
earlier this year through the nonprofit Memory Project.
	 “This was an excellent way for our student artists 
to connect with fellow students from a faraway place 
through the power of art,” said Butler. “It was a chance 
for our students to challenge themselves in order to create 
a special image of their counterparts from Armenia, 
creating lasting memories and a new international 
connection for everyone involved. We appreciate the 
Memory Project for making this possible.”
	 Since 2004, the Memory Project has engaged 
320,000 youth in 57 countries through school-based 
programs, providing student artists with photographs 
of children living in orphanages - and in other difficult 
circumstances - all throughout the world. Operating 
under a banner of “creating a kinder world through 
art,” the Memory Project has connected student portrait 
artists to youth in countries such as Uganda, Sierra 

Leone, Romania, Guatemala, India, Honduras, Thailand, 
Nicaragua, Afghanistan, Peru, and Ukraine. In 2022, art 
students from Old Rochester Regional High School got 
the chance through the Memory Project to make and send 
portraits to children in Syria.
	 “The Memory Project, from its first intention, 
was to provide handmade, heartfelt portraits as 
special memories to children in orphanages,” said 
Ben Schumaker, who started the Memory Project as 
a university student in 2004. “Now our intention has 
expanded to touching the lives of youth around the world 
facing many types of challenges, while opening our hearts 
and minds so they can touch ours in return. Together 
we are using art to reach a distant destination: a kinder 
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world in which all youth see themselves in one another 
regardless of differences in their appearance, culture, 
religion, or circumstances.”
	 Old Rochester students used a variety of drawing 
and painting techniques to create highly detailed, realistic 
portraits. Each portrait was then signed by the student 
artist, and a photograph of the artist was included so that 
the recipients could see who created their artwork.
	 Most of the children who received portraits live in 
rural areas of Armenia. According to the Memory Project, 
the experience of receiving personalized artwork from 
students on the other side of the world was a new and 
exciting experience for many of the children.
	 After the portraits were delivered, students at Old 

Rochester Regional High School were sent a video from 
the Memory Project showing the children in Armenia 
receiving their artwork. The video captured the joy, 
excitement and appreciation expressed by the smiling 
recipients as they received their portraits and spoke into 
the nonprofit’s camera.
	 Superintendent Nelson and Assistant Principal 
Millette praised the students and faculty involved in the 
project for embracing this opportunity to connect with 
other students from across the world through creativity, 
compassion and cultural understanding.
	 “The Memory Project exemplifies the type 
of learning experience that leaves a lasting impact 
on students,” said Assistant Principal Millette. “Our 
students flexed their artistic skills, while forging an 
authentic connection with students from another country, 
demonstrating kindness, curiosity and creativity. We are 
grateful to Ms. Butler and Ms. Mogilnicki for continuing 
to provide opportunities that broaden our students’ 
perspectives and encourage them to become thoughtful 
global citizens.”
	 “This project demonstrates the incredible 
power of art to create connections despite differences in 
language, geography and culture,” said Superintendent 
Nelson. “By making these portraits, our students shared a 
meaningful gift while learning important lessons. We are 
proud of our students for using their talents to help make 
the world a little kinder.”

Meet and Greet with Potter Wendy Goldsmith
	 In conjunction with the Mattapoisett Free Public 
Library’s Art Series and a ceramic exhibit by Wendy 
Goldsmith called Birds of a Feather and Other Friends, 
June 2 to June 30, Goldsmith will be at the library in 
person on Wednesday, June 24 from 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
for a Meet & Greet the Artist. Come meet Goldsmith, 
hear about her work, view the exhibit, and get answers to 
questions you may have for her.

Clambake-Grab & Go
	 Clambake-Grab & Go at the Knights Hall, 57 
Fairhaven Road, Mattapoisett, on Sunday, June 28. Pick 
Up 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm, $50 per person. For Tickets call 
Jim 508-863-3496.

SHS Presents Dr. Paul Rubinson on the 
Invention of American Science

	 The Sippican Historical Society and its members 
invite the public to an evening of local connection and 
historical discovery. On June 18, its Speaker Series 
features Dr. Paul Rubinson, speaking on “Benjamin 
Franklin and the Invention of American Science.” The 
event will take place at the Marion Music Hall, located at 
164 Front Street in Marion. The evening will begin with 
the Sippican Historical Society’s Annual Meeting at 6:30 
pm, followed immediately by Dr. Rubinson’s talk at 7:00 
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pm.
	 This presentation will dive into the reasons why 
Benjamin Franklin and his peers believed the United 
States was the ultimate leader in scientific exploration. 
How did early American scientists define the discipline as 
a fundamentally American activity, ultimately helping the 
United States become a global scientific powerhouse?
	 Dr. Paul Rubinson is a Professor of History at 
Bridgewater State University. He has written extensively 
on the intersection of scientists and nuclear weapons and 
is the author of the forthcoming book from Cambridge 
University Press, “American Scientists and Human Rights 
from the Early Republic to the Cold War.”
	 This evening is free and open to the public, made 
possible thanks to the generous support of Sippican 
Historical Society members. Donations are always 
gratefully accepted to this non-profit, and new members 
are warmly welcome.

Marion Social Club Pig Roast
	 The Marion Social Club located at 44 Pumping 
Station Road in Marion is having a Pig Roast on August 
16. Dinner will include a very nice portion of roast pig, 
jag, baked beans, applesauce, coleslaw, corn bread and 
dessert. The Pig Master is the same one we have had 
in the past and the meal is out of this world. Tickets 
are $40.00 each and can be reserved by calling Betsy 
Youngson at 508-295-8253. Cut off date is August 8, don’t 
delay. The doors will open at noon for socializing, and 
dinner will be served at 1:00 pm. Also, we are looking 
for new members to help us with our dinners which the 
proceeds fund our scholarships and Senior Bake.

Mattapoisett Yacht Club News
	 The Tuesday Night Ensigns kicked off the winter 
rust in the first night of racing, joined on the starting line 
by the ORR high school team in their 420s. The ORR team, 
which has been sailing since March, looked sharp. The 
Ensign fleet only had 3 entries as racers are struggling to 
get their boats ready and in the water.
	 Odyssey won the first race of the night but in the 
second race committed a foul and placed third. This led 
to a Black Ice first place finish for the night scoring a 2nd 
in the first race and a 1st in the second race. Hambuglar 
placed 3rd and 2nd.
	 In the Wednesday PHRF series, Class A, Kindred 
Spirit led the fleet of five around the course winning by 
6 minutes corrected time. In a very close race for second, 
Coconuts beat out Restless. Rounding out the fleet, 
Surprise finished fourth and newcomer Morpheus placed 
fifth all finishing within a minute of each other.
	 In Class B there was a course change before 
the start, confusion, and a breakdown and in the end 
Kinsail finished first with Fir Na Tine second. Lindisfarne 
unfortunately didn’t see the course changed and received 
a DNF.
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PUBLIC ACCESS
Comcast Channel 9
Verizon Channel 36 
Thursday June 11, 2026
7:00 AM  Seniorcize
7:30 AM  Deutsche Welle - In Good 
Shape
8:00 AM  Marion Veg - with Barbie 
Burr and Brooke Johnson
8:30 AM  Sippican Historical Society 
Oral History - Nancy Putnam
9:30 AM  Mattapoisett Woman’s 
Club Speaker Series - Jack 
Matthews
10:00 AM  Marion Art Center - The 
Attorney-In-Fact
11:30 AM  Tabor Academy 
Sesquicentennial Documentary
12:00 PM  What’s Linda Cooking?
12:30 PM  Cooking Healthy with 
Coastline
1:00 PM  The Human Truth with 
Chuck McIntyre
1:30 PM  Reeling: The Movie 
Review Show
2:00 PM  The Collective Chat
2:30 PM  The Jeannine Hunt 
Experience
3:00 PM  Sippican Historical Society 
- The Revolutionary Temper
4:30 PM  Tri-County Symphonic 
Band
6:00 PM  Deutsche Welle - 
Euromaxx
6:30 PM  Deutsche Welle - 
Tomorrow Today
7:00 PM  Deutsche Welle - Global 
US
7:30 PM  Deutsche Welle - Focus 
on Europe
8:00 PM  Marion Natural History 
Museum - Understanding Salt Marsh 
Ecology
8:30 PM  Marion Art Center - 
Collective Sightings Exhibition
9:00 PM  Tour de Creme
9:30 PM  Four Deep Sports Talk
11:00 PM  Classic Movie

Friday June 12, 2026
7:00 AM  Seniorcize
7:30 AM  Deutsche Welle - In Good 
Shape
8:00 AM  Deutsche Welle - 
Euromaxx
8:30 AM  Deutsche Welle - 
Tomorrow Today
9:00 AM  Two Grannies on the Road
10:00 AM  Southcoast Matters
11:00 AM  Marion Art Center - 
Collective Sightings Exhibition

11:30 AM  Tabor Academy 
Sesquicentennial Documentary
12:00 PM  What’s Linda Cooking?
12:30 PM  Cooking Healthy with 
Coastline
1:00 PM  Marion Art Center - An 
Hour with Eleanor
2:00 PM   The Human Truth with 
Chuck McIntyre
3:30 PM  The Collective Chat
3:00 PM  The Jeannine Hunt 
Experience
3:30 PM  Marion Veg - with Barbie 
Burr and Brooke Johnson
4:00 PM  Sippican Historical Society 
Oral History -  Nancy Putnam
5:00 PM  ORR Baseball vs New 
Bedford
6:15 PM  ORR Softball vs Bishop 
Stang
7:30 PM  Reeling: The Movie 
Review Show
8:30 PM  Paltrocast with Darren 
Paltrowitz
9:00 PM  A Conversation With…
9:30 PM  Fur, Fins and Feathers
10:00 PM  For Your Health
10:30 PM  Sidewalks Entertainment
11:30 PM  Classic Movies

Saturday June 13, 2026
6:00 AM  Saturday Morning Cartoon 
Festival
10:30 AM  Lunenburg Police 
Recover Money From Bitcoin Scam
11:00 AM  Marion Veg - with Barbie 
Burr and Brooke Johnson
11:30 AM  Tabor Academy 
Sesquicentennial Documentary
12:00 PM  Mid-Day Movie
2:00 PM  Reeling: The Movie 
Review Show
3:00 PM  The Collective Chat
3:30 PM  The Jeannine Hunt 
Experience
4:00 PM  Marion Art Center - The 
Attorney-In-Fact
6:00 PM  Marion Natural History 
Museum - Understanding Salt Marsh 
Ecology
7:30 PM  Reeling: The Movie 
Review Show
8:00 PM  The Human Truth with 
Chuck McIntyre
8:30 PM  Paltrocast - with Darren 
Paltrowitz
9:00 PM  Sidewalks Entertainment
9:30 PM  A Conversation with… 
10:00 PM  Beacon Hill Report
10:30 PM  Gay USA
11:00 PM  Classic Movies

Sunday June 14, 2026
7:00 AM  Lamb of God Christian 
Church
8:00 AM  Mattapoisett 
Congregational Church
9:00 AM  First Congregational 
Church of Rochester
10:00 AM  St Gabriel’s Church
12:00 PM  What’s Linda Cooking?
12:30 PM  Cooking Healthy with 
Coastline
1:00 PM  Lunenburg Police Recover 
Money From Bitcoin Scam
1:30 PM  Deutsche Welle - 
Euromaxx
2:00 PM  Deutsche Welle - 
Tomorrow Today
2:30 PM  Deutsche Welle - Global 
US
3:00 PM   Two Grannies on the 
Road
4:00 PM  Miss New Bedford
4:30 PM  Marion Art Center - The 
Attorney-In-Fact
6:00 PM  Old Colony Graduation
7:00 PM  ORR Graduation
8:30 PM  Tabor Academy 
Commencement
10:30 PM  ORR Promenade
11:30 PM  Classic Movies

Monday June 15, 2026
7:00 AM  Seniorcize
7:30 AM  Deutsche Welle - In Good 
Shape
8:00 AM  Deutsche Welle - 
Tomorrow Today
8:30 AM  Deutsche Welle - Global 
US
9:00 AM  Reeling: The Movie 
Review Show
9:30 AM  Two Grannies on the Road
10:30 AM  Miss New Bedford
11:00 AM  For Your Health
11:30 AM  Tabor Academy 
Sesquicentennial Documentary
12:00 PM  What’s Linda Cooking?
12:30 PM  Cooking Healthy with 
Coastline
1:00 PM  Beacon Hill Report
1:30 PM  Southcoast Matters
2:30 PM  Modernizing Funding for 
Public Access
3:00 PM  Paltrocast with Darren 
Paltrowitz
3:30 PM  Reeling: The Movie 
Review Show
4:30 PM  The Human Truth
5:00 PM  Tri-County Symphonic 
Band

6:30 PM  Sidewalks Entertainment
7:00 PM  Marion Veg - with Barbie 
Burr and Brooke Johnson
7:30 PM  Sippican Historical Society 
- Marconi Building
8:30 PM  Marion Natural History 
Museum - Old Growth Forests of 
Massachusetts
9:30 PM  The Collective Chat
10:00 PM  The Jeannine Hunt 
Experience
10:30 PM  AMC Outdoor Journey 
Fund
11:00 PM  Classic Movie
 
Tuesday June 16, 2026
7:00 AM   Seniorcize
7:30 AM   Deutsche Welle - In 
Good Shape
8:00 AM   For Your Health
8:30 AM   Reeling: The Movie 
Review Show
9:00 AM   Sidewalks Entertainment
9:30 AM   Mike Paige Doodle Club 
10:00 AM   Saturday Morning 
Cartooning
10:30 AM   The Collective Chat
11:00 AM   The Jeannine Hunt 
Experience
11:30 AM   In the Toy Box
12:00 PM   What’s Linda Cooking?
12:30 PM   Cooking Healthy with 
Coastline
1:00 PM   Point Road Park 
Renaming Ceremony
1:30 PM   Miss New Bedford Insider
2:00 PM   The Human Truth with 
Chuck McIntyre
2:30 PM   Deutsche Welle - 
Tomorrow and Today
3:00 PM   Deutsche Welle - 
Euromaxx
3:30 PM   Two Grannies on the 
Road
4:30 PM   Teach Your Home Energy 
Costs!
6:00 PM   Marion Art Center - 
Unplugged
8:00 PM   The Beacon Hill Report
8:30 PM  Pete on the Street
9:00 PM   Reeling: The Movie 
Review Show
10:00 PM   Gay USA
11:00 PM   Classic Movie

Wednesday June 17, 2026
7:00 AM   Seniorcize
7:30 AM   Deutsche Welle - In 
Good Shape
8:00 AM   Cape Conversations
8:30 AM   For Your Health

9:00 AM   Two Grannies on the 
Road
10:00 AM   Sidewalks Entertainment
10:30 AM   Paltrocast with Darren 
Paltrowitz
11:00 AM   Mattapoisett 
Congregational Church
12:00 PM   What’s Linda Cooking?
12:30 PM   Cooking Healthy with 
Coastline
1:00 PM  Southcoast Matters TV
1:30 PM   Money Matters
2:00 PM  A Conversation With…
3:00 PM  Lunenburg Police Recover 
Money From Bitcoin Scam
3:30 PM  The Mattapoisett Rail Trail
4:00 PM   Miss New Bedford Insider
4:30 PM  Reeling - The Movie 
Review Show
5:00 PM  Marion Art Center
5:30 PM   Building the Future
6:00 PM   Pete on the Street
6:30 PM   World Fusion Show
7:00 PM   Tri-County Symphonic 
Band
8:30 PM   Teach your Home Energy 
Costs! With David Green
9:45 PM   Mattapoisett Women’s 
Club Speaker Series - Kathryn 
Tarleton
10:30 PM   Classic Movies

MARION 
GOVERNMENT
Comcast Channel 26
Verizon Channel 39
Daily Schedule
7:00 AM  Marion Board of 
Selectmen
8:00 AM  Marion Planning Board
10:30 AM  Marion Board of Health
11:30 AM  Marion Conservation 
Commission
12:00 PM  Marion Marine Resources 
Commission
1:30 PM  Marion School Committee
3:00 PM  Marion Spring Town 
Meeting
6:00 PM  Marion Board of 
Selectmen
9:30 PM  Marion Planning Board

ROCHESTER 
GOVERNMENT
Comcast Channel 26
Verizon Channel 40
Daily Schedule
7:00 AM  Rochester Board of 
Selectmen
8:00 AM  Old Colony Building 

Project Update
8:30 AM   Rochester Conservation 
Commission
10:00 AM  Rochester Annual Town 
Meeting
1:00 PM  Rochester Zoning Board 
of Appeals
2:00 PM  Rochester Planning Board
2:30 PM  Rochester School 
Committee
4:30 PM  Rochester Conservation 
Commission
5:00 PM  Rochester Annual Town 
Meeting
8:00 PM  Rochester Zoning Board 
of Appeals
9:00 PM  Rochester Planning Board
9:30 PM  Rochester School 
Committee
11:30 PM  Rochester Board of 
Selectmen

EDUCATION 
CHANNEL
Comcast Channel 8
Verizon Channel 37
Daily Schedule
7:00 AM  Bulldog Weekly
7:30 AM  ORR School Committee 
Budget Hearing
8:30 AM  ORR District School 
Committee
9:00 AM  ORR Homecoming Pep 
Rally
10:00 AM  ORR Promenade
11:00 AM  ORR Senior Superlatives
12:00 PM  Bulldog Weekly
12:30 PM  The Harvard Krokodiloes 
at ORR
2:00 PM  ORR Girls Lacrosse vs 
Marshfield
3:00 PM  ORR Baseball vs Joseph 
Case
5:00 PM  ORR Boys Lacrosse vs 
Fairhaven
6:00 PM  Bulldog Weekly
6:30 PM  ORR Spring Concert
8:00 PM  ORR Theater Class
9:30 PM  ORR Girls Softball vs 
Wareham
11:30 PM  ORR Boys Lacrosse vs 
Apponequet

MATTAPOISETT 
GOVERNMENT
Comcast Channel 26
Verizon Channel 38

LLOCALOCAL C CABLEABLE P PROGRAMMINGROGRAMMING
Check www.orctv.org for the latest updates to the schedule.
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	 After races on both nights the Clubhouse was full 
of stories, food and more stories.

The Great Community Picnic
	 Begin with a summer sunset by the harbor, 
friends and neighbors, and your own delicious picnic fare. 
Add great live music by Seth Asser & Gary Brown. Throw 
in fresh local oysters and a table decorating contest. 
Result? The Great Community Picnic on Thursday 
evening, August 6, 5:30 to 8:30pm at Munro Preserve 
adjacent to the town wharf.
	 Mattapoisett Land Trust and Mattapoisett 
Museum, the event hosts, will provide tables, chairs, 
and tablecloths. Bring your own food, utensils & plates. 
Creatively transform your table with flowers, napkins, etc. 
	 Tables available for 4 ($160), 6 ($240), 8 ($320) 
or 10 ($400) diners. A place at the community table costs 
$40. Buy a ticket for the community table or buy a table. 
Space is limited – buy a table while they last. Tickets are 
available online: www.mattapoisettmuseum.org/event-
info/the-2026-great-community-picnic. Ticket sales will 
end on Monday, July 27 or when we sell out, whichever 
comes first. Make plans now to join us for this festive 
memorable evening.

Dexter Elm Rededication
	 Join the Mattapoisett Land Trust as we begin 
the town’s 250th Birthday celebrations with a special 
rededication of the historic Dexter Elm on Sunday, June 
14, Flag Day, at 1:00 pm at Dexter/Tub Mill Park. The 
event will feature brief remarks from speakers and the 
unveiling of a new interpretive sign honoring the original 
Dexter “Witness Tree” that once stood on this site. Light 
refreshments will be provided.
	 Parking & Access: Please park at the Highway 
Department on Mendell Road. From there, cross Mendell 
Road into the MLT parking lot, enter the park, and walk 
east toward the spillway. Neighbors are also encouraged 
to walk to the event.

Mattapoisett Free Public Library
	 Step into the summer swing at the Mattapoisett 
Free Public Library, located at 7 Barstow Street.
	 Looking for a craft community? Weaving 
Wednesdays will start on June 17 at 4:00 pm, and all fiber 
artists are welcome. The Sewing & Maker club will meet 
on June 20 at 10:00 am - just bring your own projects & 
supplies, excluding messy crafts. Find more information 
on our website.
	 Join local massage therapist, Steven McIntyre, 
for an educational workshop on connective tissue, also 
known as your fascia, on Saturday, June 20 at 2:00 pm. 
Learn what fascia is, how it works, how it can hinder your 
movement and cause pain or tension, and how to keep it 
healthy.
	 Celebrate America’s 250th year with a Quill & 

Ink Program taught by Martha Washington, portrayed 
by Sandy Spector, on June 23 at 2:00 pm. Learn about the 
history of quill & ink writing, and then try it for yourself. 
Please register on our website to reserve a spot. Continue 
celebrating America’s 250th with Abigail Adams, 
portrayed by Audrey Stuck-Girard, for a living history 
program about the Adams family during the revolution. 
This event will be at the library on June 24 at 5:30 pm, and 
no registration is required.
	 Try out one of our book clubs this summer. The 
Well-Read Wednesdays Book Group will meet on June 24 
at 6pm to discuss “Eve: How the Female Body Drove 200 
Million Years of Human Evolution,” by Cat Bohannon. 
Copies will be available at the library. The MFPL is also 
launching a new Picnic Book Club Series. Gather on the 
front lawn of the library on June 26 at 10am for a literary 
conversation and light snacks and beverages. Bring a 
book of your choice and come ready to discuss. Please 
register on our website to participate.
	 Professional calligrapher, Debby Reelitz, will host 
a hands-on program, “Calligraphy that inspired a nation: 
learn to write like America’s founders,” on June 30 at 6:30 
pm. Learn about calligraphy, and then try it for yourself. 
Register on our website to reserve your spot.
	 Acclaimed author Eric Jay Dolin is speaking at 
MFPL on July 1 at 5:30 pm. Eric will discuss his 2022 
publication, “Rebels at Sea: Privateering in the American 
Revolution,” followed by a Q&A with attendees. Use the 
library catalog or call the library directly to place a hold 
on one of his books. This program is supported by a grant 
from the Mattapoisett Cultural Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the Mass Cultural Council, a state 
agency.
	 As always, our programs and events are free and 
open to everyone. For more information, please visit us at 
7 Barstow Street, online at www.mattapoisettlibrary.org, 
or call the library at 508-758-4171.

Mattapoisett Special Election
	 There will be an Old Colony Special District 
Election on Saturday, June 20. Mattapoisett voters can 
cast their ballots in person at Old Hammondtown School, 
20 Shaw Street. Polls will be open 10 am until 6:00 pm. 
Absentee ballots are available for this election however 
there will be no early voting as it is not allowed under 
Massachusetts General Laws for this type of election. 
Please call the Town Clerk, Catherine Heuberger with 
any questions regarding this at 508-758-4100 x 2, or email 
townclerk@mattapoisett.gov.

Mattapoisett Yacht Club
	 Spring Round The Bay Results from June 6. This 
was a staggered start race meaning all the handicap times 
are calculated at the start of the race. The winner is the 
first boat to cross the finish line. This years’ race, in the 
Spinnaker Class, 11 seconds was the margin of victory as 
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SOUTH COAST CONTAINER RENTALS

Fast Delivery • Local Storage Solutions
STERLINGCONTAINER.COM  •  508.294.1781

Weather Resistant • Secure • Convenient

$125
Month*

Home 
Renovations

Seasonal
Storage

Coastal Property 
Projects
Moving &
Cleanouts

Matt Schmit’s Hardtack crossed the line ahead of Barry 
Steinberg in Glory. John Ewing in Migrant finished third.
	 In the Non Spinnaker Class Charles Churchill in 
Surprise took honors over Don Ross in Coconuts.
	 In the new Double Handed Class it was Butch 
Joy in Kindred Spirits winning over Rob Ryan in Restless. 
Rounding out the DH Class were Peter Schwebach in 
Morpheus third and Liz Tapper in Lindisfarne in fourth.
	 These results will count towards the overall 
Buzzards Bay Trophy Series.

Annual Sunflower Planting at 
Dunseith Gardens

	 Early morning on June 4, Dunseith Gardens came 
alive with the excited chatter of second-graders as they 
gathered for the annual planting of sunflower seedlings 
raised in their classrooms. Four beds of sunflowers were 
planted under the direction of Mattapoisett Land Trust 
member Don Cuddy, Center School teachers, and Head of 
Science Ben Squire.
	 The program had its early beginnings during 
COVID, when in 2021, MLT members Ellen Flynn, 
Wendy Copps, and Mary Cabral and Old Hammondtown 
teacher Michelle Barry led students in planting seeds in 
an outdoor tent. Students then raised their seedlings at 
home. 
	 The current program was started by Don Cuddy 
in 2023 in solidarity with Ukraine. Mr. Cuddy does 

the heavy lifting, 
digging, and provides 
compost, while the 
students plant their 
seedlings and water 
them. Each class gets 
to plant a bed and 
participate in other 
parts of the program. 
Ms. Cabral, a former 
science teacher, leads 
each class through an 
interactive program 
on the life-cycle of the 
sunflower from seed 
to seedling, sprout, 
adult plant, and 
finally, wilted plant. 
The children then wrap up with a story walk, “Plant 
Secrets.”
	 The event is sponsored by the Mattapoisett Land 
Trust in cooperation with Mattapoisett Schools.

Sippican Lands Trust Arthur Scholarship 
Recipients

	 Sippican Lands Trust is pleased to announce the 
2026 recipients of the Richard I. and Helen A. Arthur 
Scholarship. This award is given to high school senior(s) 
or student(s) in their first or second year of college who 
are Marion residents, with a preference towards students 
interested in the environment, conservation, or a related 
field of study.
	 The scholarship is made available through the 
Sippican Lands Trust Scholarship Fund. This award was 
created and named after Richard I. “Dick” (1933-2018) 
and Helen Adams Arthur (1940-2008), who were beloved 
residents of Marion and long-time volunteers with the 
organization. Dick and Helen were deeply committed to 
preserving Marion’s beautiful open spaces.
	 This year’s scholarship recipients are Caroline 
Houdelette of Old Rochester Regional High School 
(ORR) and Stella Ingle of Tabor Academy. Both students 
distinguished themselves through outstanding academic 
achievement, leadership, and a strong commitment to 
their communities. Their experiences, interests, and future 
goals reflect a deep dedication to the sciences and to 
advancing the wellbeing of those around them.
	 Caroline’s passion for healthcare and 
environmental health, along with her pursuit of a career 
in nursing, made her an exceptional candidate. Stella’s 
interest in supporting both human and animal wellbeing, 
alongside her aspiration to pursue a career in animal 
medicine, also made her an exceptional candidate. 
Sippican Lands Trust is proud to support these promising 
young scholars and is confident that their knowledge, 
compassion, and determination will lead to meaningful 
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OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

If you have a notice you would like to have included in 
the Obituaries section, please contact our office at: 508 
758-9055, or by email at office@wanderer.com. 

With profound sadness, the family of 
Christine LaPointe announces her peace-
ful passing at home in Rochester, Massa-
chusetts, on May 8, 2026, at the age of 57. 
Surrounded by the love of family and close 
friends, Christine passed with the same 
strength, compassion, and selflessness that 
defined her entire life.
Life and Legacy

Early Life and Education
	 Christine grew up in Rochester, Massachusetts, 
where she developed a lifelong love for flowers, plants, ani-
mals, and helping others. She graduated from Bristol County 
Agricultural High School with the Class of 1987 before con-
tinuing her education at Stockbridge School of Agriculture, 
graduating in 1989.
	 She later attended University of Massachusetts Am-
herst, where she studied Plant and Soil Sciences with a focus 
in horticulture, plant health, and greenhouse management, 
graduating in 1991. Christine possessed an extraordinary 
knowledge of plants and flowers and was often described as 
a “human encyclopedia” when it came to gardening and plant 
care. She also had a remarkable gift for creating beautiful 
floral arrangements that brought joy to so many. Years later, 
Christine followed another calling in life by attending the 
Bristol-Plymouth Regional Technical School LPN Program, 
proudly graduating in 2015.
Career and Achievements
	 Christine began working at just 14 years old, picking 
corn at Cervelli Farm throughout her high school years. She 
also spent time helping at her family’s business, Corsini Auto 
Parts in Middleborough, Massachusetts.
	 After college, Christine worked at Allen C. Haskell 
Nursery in New Bedford and later at Akinbac Farm in Free-
town, Massachusetts, where she further developed her passion 
and expertise in horticulture.
	 In the early 2000s, Christine started her own flo-
ral business, Christine’s Flowers. She specialized in a wide 
variety of flowers and arrangements, but she became espe-
cially known for her stunning succulent creations and chry-
santhemums. Her creativity and natural talent made her work 
unforgettable to those who received it.
	 In 2003, Christine embraced the role she treasured 
most — becoming a mother to twin boys. Her children were 
the center of her world, and she devoted herself wholeheart-
edly to giving them love, support, and every opportunity 
possible.
	 Christine later became certified as a CNA and 
worked in various state group homes, where her nurturing and 
compassionate personality made a lasting impact on those in 
her care. After earning her LPN license in 2015, she contin-
ued caring for others through nursing, providing comfort, 
kindness, and dignity to countless individuals throughout her 
career.
Personal Interests and Hobbies

	 Christine dedicated much of her life to helping 
others. She consistently placed the needs of family, friends, 
and those around her before her own, often caring for elderly 
loved ones and offering support wherever it was needed.
	 She had a deep love for plants, gardening, and floral 
design. Whether she was creating arrangements, helping 
someone improve their garden, or sharing advice about plant 
care, Christine found joy in making things grow and flourish.
	 She also loved being a mother and worked tirelessly 
to ensure her children always had what they needed. No mat-
ter how difficult life became, Christine’s love and dedication 
to her sons never wavered.
	 Christine adored animals and had dogs throughout 
her life. As a child, she also loved horses and treasured the 
time she spent around them.
	 She enjoyed spending time with family and friends 
and was always eager to help prepare for gatherings, celebra-
tions, and holidays. Christine also loved crocheting and spent 
countless hours making handmade gifts and keepsakes for the 
people she loved.
Family and Relationships
	 Christine was the beloved daughter of Brian N. 
LaPointe and the late Jean (Lawrence)
LaPointe.
	 She is survived by her loving father, Brian LaPointe; 
her cherished sons, James and Andrew Caswell; her sister, 
Pauline Bonneau; her brother-in-law, Russell Bonneau; her 
niece, Madeline Bonneau; and her longtime partner, Randy 
Caswell.
	 Christine also leaves behind many extended family 
members, lifelong friends, coworkers, and loved ones who 
will forever treasure the memories they shared with her.
Closing Tribute
	 Christine will be deeply missed by everyone for-
tunate enough to know her. Her kindness, generosity, and 
nurturing spirit touched countless lives and will never be 
forgotten.
	 She spent her life caring for others, often putting 
their needs ahead of her own until the very end.
	 And for those lucky enough to receive one of her 
handmade crocheted gifts or beautiful flower arrangements, 
those thoughtful creations will remain lasting reminders of the 
love and care she shared so freely.
Service Information:
A celebration of Christine’s life will be held on:
Sunday, June 14, 2026
12:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Arch at the Meadow
334 Mendell Road, Rochester MA 02770
	 Family and friends are warmly invited to gather in 
remembrance and celebration of Christine’s life.
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contributions in their respective fields.
	 Congratulations, Caroline and Stella.

Marion Democratic Town Committee Meeting
	 All Marion Democrats are invited to attend the 
Marion Democratic Town Committee (MDTC) meeting 
at 5:30 pm Thursday, June 18. This last meeting before 
a summer break will be held at the home of the chair, 
Sharon Matzek, 10 Cove Street. The committee will 
discuss the presentation of awards to ORR students who 
won prizes for their essays on democracy. We also will 
talk about our backing progressive campaigns nationally, 
and whom we plan to support. Upcoming MDTC events 
are the July 4th parade and a Damien’s Food Pantry drive. 
Light refreshments will be served.

Mattapoisett Scholarship Fund
	 The Town of Mattapoisett Scholarship Committee 
recently awarded $5,000 in scholarships to four local 
students as they prepare to continue their educational 
journeys. The recipients are Logan Pinto, who will attend 
Fitchburg State University; Nina Pierre, who will attend 
Fairfield University; Grace Custadio, who will attend 
Brandeis University; and Katherine Thomsen, who will 
attend Providence College.
	 Funded entirely through voluntary contributions 
from Mattapoisett taxpayers, the scholarship program 
provides financial assistance through two award 
categories: the Scholarship Fund Award for graduating 
high school seniors and the Education Fund Award 
for residents pursuing education through a recognized 
college, university, vocational school, certification 
program, or other approved training opportunity.
	 The committee reported that community support 
for the program continues to grow. Including this year’s 
awards, nearly $10,000 has been distributed to local 
students over the past three years, helping recipients 
pursue their educational goals.
	 Contributions may be made at any time through 
the Mattapoisett Tax Collector’s Office. Residents are also 
reminded that information regarding the Scholarship 
Fund appears on local excise tax bills, providing an easy 
opportunity to make an additional voluntary contribution 
when paying taxes.
	 The Scholarship Committee extends its 
congratulations to this year’s recipients and thanks 
the many residents whose generosity has made these 
scholarships possible. Continued community support will 
help ensure that future Mattapoisett students and adult 
learners have access to educational opportunities for years 
to come.

Marion E‑Alerts
	 The Town of Marion would like to remind 
residents that they can sign up for email alerts on the 
town website: marionma.gov.

	 From the homepage, click on “Subscribe to 
E‑Alerts,” create a login and password, and then select 
“News or Announcement” to receive the main email 
updates. Important information such as road work, 
closures, Waste Management collection changes, events, 
and other town updates are shared through these alerts.
	 On the same webpage, residents may also 
subscribe to receive agendas and minutes. For questions, 
please contact Donna Hemphill at 508-748-3520 or 
dhemphill@maironma.gov.

Mattapoisett Republican Town Committee 
Meeting

	 The Mattapoisett Republican Town Committee is 
pleased to invite all voters to attend our open discussion 
meeting on Thursday, June 18. The topic is Old Colony 
Regional Technical School Building Project vote on June 
20. The meeting will be held at the Niemad Facility, 57 
Fairhaven Road, from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm. Speakers on 
both sides of the issue will begin at 6:30 pm. Each speaker 
will lay out the basic proposal and conduct a Q & A.
	 Please join us to have your questions answered 
and concerns addressed before the vote on June 20. Light 
snacks will be provided. A cash bar will be available.
	 For more information, please contact: Paul 
Criscuolo, Co-Chairperson, Mattapoisett Republican 
Town Committee, Email: PCMattyGOP@proton.me

From the Files of the 
Rochester Historical Society

By Connie Eshbach
	 The other day as I was driving down Mary’s 
Pond Rd., I saw a mother goose and her goslings. Later in 
the day on another road, I saw two swans. This reminded 
me that I was told swans and geese don’t get along, but I 
have often seen them sitting companionly side by side at 
Leonard’s Pond. 
 	 All of this got me thinking about the divides in 
this country that make it impossible for some of us to 
converse or even to sit side by side. As alarming as these 
divisions are, history tells us that they aren’t new. In the 
18th century Rochester had more taverns than today. As 



32 The Wanderer 	 June 11, 2026 www.wanderer.com

By Rob Gonsalves
www.robsmovievault.com

Literary Pulp

Is God Is. Starring Kara Young and Mallori 
Johnson. Directed by Aleshea Harris. Running 
time: 100 minutes. MPAA rating: R. Now 
available on streaming home media.
	 It’s uncommon for a playwright to 
shape up as a born film director, but that’s 
what happens with Aleshea Harris and her 
filmmaking debut Is God Is (based on her play). 
The title asks obliquely whether God exists in 
a world where a man can set fire to his wife 
while her two little daughters watch. The twin 
daughters, Racine (Kara Young) and Anaia 
(Mallori Johnson), were themselves scarred in 
the incident; they thought their mother (Vivica 
A. Fox) died in the fire, but she writes to them 
and, when they come to see her, demands that 
they kill their father (Sterling K. Brown). 
	 The plot is pulpy, but not only pulpy. Is 
God Is takes the form of a road movie, stopping 
here and there to show further proof of Black 
men hurting Black women; Harris does allow 
a couple of exceptions, such as a tongueless 
lawyer (Mykelti Williamson) who pays a 
Domme to come beat him up. There are also 
a couple of women who enable the father’s 
cruelty. The story shakes out as a noir indebted 
to any number of ancestors, many of which are 
white (Wild at Heart, Kill Bill). Harris reclaims 
the suffering of Black women (and some Black 
men) from white tropes.
	 The twins have their own language, 
unheard by others but displayed as subtitles 
that look typographically like the language in 
the print version of the play. They also call their 
mother God, since she made them, which adds 
another layer to the title. When the twins come 

to answer God’s call, she says she’s dying, yet 
another layer. Is God is? Maybe not for long. 
Harris has worked out this pulpy, violent, 
sometimes ugly narrative to bring out its literary 
qualities. 
	 Racine has a mean streak, while Anaia, 
the more scarred of the two, is kinder; she 
represents hope in the face of brutality. (She got 
the worst of the flames because she was trying 
to save her mother.) Young, who has gotten 
multiple accolades on the stage, and Johnson, 
who has done a bit of TV, both stand effortlessly 
next to their older co-stars and keep their 
characters grounded in relatable feelings (Anaia 
is said to be “too emotional”). It’s too bad the 
film didn’t do well in theatrical release, but now 
that it’s streaming it might have a shot at cult 
status and its two stars a chance at recognition.
	 I wouldn’t call Is God Is “fun” — too 
much pain runs through it, like an endless 
river of blood. But it somehow manages to be 
entertaining, because it has that quest structure 
going for it as the twins search for their evil 
father. It’s almost a ferocious fairy tale — it 
reminded me of Matthew Bright’s two Freeway 
movies, and if that strikes you as a compliment, 
I certainly intend it as one. Every character in 
it is vibrant and complex; even the father has 
a kind of wounded humanity, because Harris 
knows that a cardboard villainous figure would 
cheapen the rest of the movie. Harris has been 
acclaimed for her writing for the stage; she 
deserves flowers for this first of, I hope, many 
works of pure cinema.

MMOVIEOVIE R REVIEWEVIEW



June 11, 2026	 The Wanderer 33www.wanderer.com

the colonies moved slowly towards a split with England, 
the divisions between those who believed in loyalty to 
the king and those who questioned his treatment of his 
colonists in America were reflected in Rochester Center 
having two taverns in close proximity to each other with 
one for Tories and one for Rebels/Patriots.
	 These divisions also began to show up at Town 
meeting amongst those active in town government. 
Samuel Sprague, a member of a prominent family who 
along with Noah and Nathaniel Sprague, held important 
town offices at various times, had been the town 
representative to the General Court for several years, but 
in 1772 he was not re-elected as some suspected him of 
having Tory sentiments.
	 This led Town Meeting to vote “if our 
representatives or any other person in this Town that 
either has or shall hereafter basely Desert the Cause of 
Liberty” that they “be treated with that Neglect and 
Contempt that be justly deserved”. Not long after this 
Rochester formed a “committee of inspection” to call out 
any who spoke favorably about Tory sentiments. 
	 Again, in 1776, Samuel Sprague was on the hot 
seat. This time Isaac Snow who was the chairman of the 
Inspection Committee accused him of being “unfriendly” 
to the colonies’ cause. He was accused of saying “he was 
not convinced of the justice of the Cause of the Colonies” 
and he “utterly refused to take up arms in defense of the 
Common Cause of the Colonies”. Sprague never became 

an “out-and-out Tory”, but he sold his home and moved 
to Fairhaven.
	 Another, whom Isaac Snow in his role as 
chairman accused was Nathaniel Sears. There is no 
mention of why and the list of Rochester’s Revolutionary 
soldiers shows a Nathaniel Sears. As with all such 
committees, the judging of others often goes too far. Isaac 
Snow accused the Rev. Thomas West who was preaching 
at a religious service in North Rochester of being an “Old 
Tory”. That led to Snow being disciplined by the First 
Church of Rochester.
	 However, the committee wasn’t disbanded, but 
Snow was replaced by Earl Clap in 1779 “to take evidence 
against those that are Enemical to the American States”. 
So maybe opinions on governments always lead to 
divisions in society and swans and geese are able to get 
along because they have no concern for politics or maybe 
it’s because they’re Canada Geese.

Rochester Congregational Begins Second 
Major Restoration Project

	 The First Congregational Church of Rochester has 
begun a second phase of building restoration focusing on 
its sanctuary. It follows the successful renovation of the 
Vestry building last year.
	 Workers are using the scaffolding currently 
alongside the sanctuary to install new siding, the first 
step in a full structure “facelift” aimed at extending the 
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TriTown Happenings

These photos and more are available online at www.wanderer.com

Photo by Jennifer Shepley

We had fun at our final spring after-school get 
together exploring and mapping the many landscape 
features of Ram Island. Thank you to Dr. Moore for 
showing us and explaining important aspects of his 
salt marshes and salt pond and exploring many tidal 
animals and plants. We found the north, south, east 
and west poles and were able to locate the osprey nests 
accordingly. Thank you Dr. Moore for the wonderful 
trip! Upcoming summer programs, including Coastal 
Explorations half-day program, may be found on our 
website: www.marionmuseum.org. Happy Summer. 
Photos courtesy Elizabeth Leidhold

Sea Grass on Pico Beach. Photo by Ruth Griffin

Blue Heron comes in for a landing at the river and 
takes premium spot for fishing. Photo by Jennifer 
Shepley

Betsey 
Oldham, her 
son Trevor and 
his daughters 
enjoying ice 
cream on 
a beautiful 
summer 
night. Fourth 
generation 
enjoying the 
scenic town of 
Mattapoisett 
and the 
delicious 
treats. Photo 
courtesy 
Betsey 
Oldham
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Seresto collars 
for dogs and cats.  

For 8-months of prevention and 
treatment of ticks and fleas.  

SUNNYNOOK FARM
32 Neck Road Rochester, MA • 508-763-5405

Mon.-Fri. 8:00-4:30pm, Sat 8-4, Sun Closed

longevity, usefulness, 
and beauty of the 
189-year-old town 
landmark. This 
ambitious project will 
eventually include 
restoration of the bell 
tower, windows, front 
steps, and portico.
	 The 
congregation was 
established in 1703, 
and has been meeting 
in the present 
building since 1837. It 
is the oldest building 
on the common and 
its’ Gothic Revival 
style is cited as “among the most beautiful in the state” by 
buildingsofnewengland.com.
	 It’s an exciting time for this community church 
which is looking to provide the town with not only a 
beautiful backdrop to the town center, but an inspirational 
and functional center of worship, praise, and study.
	 While funds have been raised to start the work, 
additional funds are needed to complete all elements of 
the restoration. Would you like to help preserve this iconic 
part of Rochester history? You can make a tax-deductible 
contribution online at rochestercongregational.com. You 
can also mail a check to the First Congregational Church 
of Rochester, P.O. Box 98, Rochester, MA 02770. The 
church is a 501c3 organization.
	 The First Congregational Church of Rochester’s 
mission is to “Know Jesus and make him known” and 
everyone is invited to join our worship gatherings at 10:00 
am every Sunday.

Rochester Historical Society June Events
	 Wednesday, June 17 at 7:00 pm at the Rochester 
Historical Society Museum, we will be singing along with 
Tom and Sheila Perry and then diving into our annual ice 
cream social.
	 Saturday, June 20 at noon, we will join you 
at the Plumb Library for Women of 76: True Stories 
of Revolutionary Women. As always, we’ll bring 
refreshments. Make sure to reserve a spot on the Library 
site.

Mattapoisett Celebrates USA 250
	 The Mattapoisett Celebrates USA 250 Committee 
invites you to join the fun. Beginning Thursday July 2 to 
Saturday July 4.
	 Thursday July 2, Field of Flags at Dunseith 
Garden - Mattapoisett Woman‘s Club is sponsoring a 
Field of Flags to honor our nation’s 250th anniversary. 
The club will be placing 400 flags at The Mattapoisett 
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MARION
Log highlights May 31 – June 6
•  South St – Suspicious MV
•  Point Road Boggs – MV stop/citation
•  Wilson Rd – EMS/medical
•  Wareham Rd – Animal control
•  Wareham Rd – Vandalism/past
•  Maple Ave – EMS/medical
•  Mill St – Officer wanted
•  Village Dr – MV complaint/towed
•  West Ave – Health/welfare
•  South Dr – Found property
•  Point Rd – General service
•  Register Rd – General service
•  Front St – Noise complaint
•  Delano Rd – EMS/medical
•  Cottage St – EMS/medical
•  Front St – Waterways complaint
•  Village Dr – General offense
•  Riverview Ln – Suspicious activity
•  East Ave – Found property
•  Parlowtown Rd – Animal complaint
•  Park St – Parking enforcement
•  Wareham Rd – MV collision
•  Wareham Rd – Health/welfare
•  Cranberry Way – EMS/medical
•  Front St – Follow up investigation
•  Wareham Rd – MV collision
•  Mill St – Paper service
•  Abels Way – Suspicious person
•  Wareham Rd – MV collision

MATTAPOISETT
Log highlights May 31 – June 6
•  Pinehurst Ave – Ambulance request
•  Water St – Property lost
•  Depot St – Parking violation
•  Aucoot Rd – Suspicious persons
•  Mattapoisett Neck Rd – Medical alarm
•  Beacon St – Animal control
•  Driscoll Ln – Community service
•  Tinkham Ln – General service
•  Antassawamock Rd – 911 call
•  Acushnet Rd – Medical assist
•  Briar Rd – Health/welfare
•  Prospect Rd - Soliciting
•  Angelica Ave – Animal control
•  Pine Island Rd – General service
•  Railroad Ave – Parking violation
•  Bradt Island Rd – MV crash
•  Water St – 911 call
•  Pleasant View Ave – Suspicious MV
•  Channing Rd – Animal control
•  Pearl St – 911 call
•  Railroad Ave – Parking violation
•  Church St – MV lockout
•  Acushnet Rd - Disturbance
•  Fairhaven Rd – MV violations
•  County Rd - Shoplifting
•  County Rd – MV crash
•  Brandt Island Rd – General service
•  Hammond St – General service
•  Depot St – 911 call

ROCHESTER
Log highlights May 31 – June 6
•  Cranberry Hwy – Suspicious activity
•  Stevens Rd - Vandalism
•  North Ave – Traffic control
•  New Bedford Rd – MV stop/citation
•  Braley Hill Rd – Assist other agency
•  High St – Road hazard
•  Cranberry Hwy – Suspicious activity
•  Holmstead Ct – General services
•  Rounseville Rd – 911 call
•  Benson Rd – General services
•  North Ave – Suspicious activity
•  Rounseville Rd - Threats
•  Snipatuit Rd – General services
•  Old Tuck Bog Rd – Suspicious activity
•  Snipatuit Rd – Animal control
•  Rounseville Rd – Follow up
•  Cranberry Hwy – 911 call
•  Marys Pond Rd – Medical alarm
•  County Rd – MV collision
•  Marion Rd – General services
•  Stuart Rd – Lost animal
•  New Bedford Rd – MV collision
•  Quaker Ln - Threats
•  Cranberry Hwy – Noise complaint
•  New Bedford Rd – MV collision
•  Negus Way – Suspicious activity
•  Marion Rd – Well-being check
•  Forbes Rd – Animal control
•  North Ave – Animal control

TTRI-TOWNRI-TOWN P POLICEOLICE L LOGSOGS

COASTLINE ELDERLY NUTRITION 
PROGRAM
Monday, June 15: Pork w/mustard wine 
sauce, butternut squash, green peas, wheat 
roll, pear
Tuesday, June 16: Meatloaf w/gravy, garlic 
mashed potatoes, carrots, wholegrain 
cornbread, orange
Wednesday, June 17: Salmon w/dill sauce, 
white rice, green beans & peppers, wheat 
bread, vanilla pudding, diet: fruit
Thursday, June 18: Homemade crispy 
chicken, black-eyed peas, collards & corn, 
cornbread loaf, poundcake w/berries 
Friday, June 19: No meals served - 
Juneteenth

CENTER SCHOOL
Monday, June 15: Hamburger (OR) 
cheeseburger, BBQ baked beans, oven 
baked French fries, lettuce & tomato
Tuesday, June 16: Chef’s Choice: ham & 
cheese sandwich (OR) turkey & cheese 
sandwich lunch (OR) chicken salad roll, 
assorted fresh fruit, assorted fresh vegetables
Wednesday, June 17: Chef’s Choice: ham 
& cheese sandwich (OR) turkey & cheese 
sandwich lunch (OR) chicken salad roll, 
assorted fresh fruit, assorted fresh vegetables
Thursday, June 18: Chef’s Choice: ham 
& cheese sandwich (OR) turkey & cheese 

sandwich lunch (OR) chicken salad roll, 
assorted fresh fruit, assorted fresh vegetables
Friday, June 19: No school - Juneteeth

OLD HAMMONDTOWN
Monday, June 15: Hamburger (OR) 
cheeseburger, BBQ baked beans, oven 
baked French fries, lettuce & tomato
Tuesday, June 16: Chef’s Choice: ham & 
cheese sandwich (OR) turkey & cheese 
sandwich lunch (OR) chicken salad roll, 
assorted fresh fruit, assorted fresh vegetables
Wednesday, June 17: Chef’s Choice: ham 
& cheese sandwich (OR) turkey & cheese 
sandwich lunch (OR) chicken salad roll, 
assorted fresh fruit, assorted fresh vegetables
Thursday, June 18: Chef’s Choice: ham 
& cheese sandwich (OR) turkey & cheese 
sandwich lunch (OR) chicken salad roll, 
assorted fresh fruit, assorted fresh vegetables
Friday, June 19: No school - Juneteeth

OLD ROCHESTER REGIONAL JUNIOR & 
SENIOR HIGH
Monday, June 15: Chef’s Choice: cheese 
pizza (OR) stuffed crust pizza (OR) pizza 
crunchers, marinara sauce, roasted chic 
peas, garden salad, assorted salad dressing
Tuesday, June 16: Chef’s Choice: ham & 
cheese sandwich (OR) turkey & cheese 
sandwich lunch (OR) Italian sub, assorted 

fresh fruit, assorted fresh vegetables
Wednesday, June 17: Chef’s Choice: ham 
& cheese sandwich (OR) turkey & cheese 
sandwich lunch (OR) Italian sub, assorted 
fresh fruit, assorted fresh vegetables
Thursday, June 18: Chef’s Choice: ham 
& cheese sandwich (OR) turkey & cheese 
sandwich lunch (OR) Italian sub, assorted 
fresh fruit, assorted fresh vegetables
Friday, June 19: No school - Juneteeth

ROCHESTER MEMORIAL
Monday, June 15: Hamburger (OR) 
cheeseburger, BBQ baked beans, oven 
baked French fries, lettuce & tomato
Tuesday, June 16: Chef’s Choice: ham & 
cheese sandwich (OR) turkey & cheese 
sandwich lunch (OR) chicken salad 
roll, assorted fresh fruit, assorted fresh 
vegetables
Wednesday, June 17: Chef’s Choice: 
ham & cheese sandwich (OR) turkey & 
cheese sandwich lunch (OR) chicken salad 
roll, assorted fresh fruit, assorted fresh 
vegetables
Thursday, June 18: Chef’s Choice: ham 
& cheese sandwich (OR) turkey & cheese 
sandwich lunch (OR) chicken salad 
roll, assorted fresh fruit, assorted fresh 
vegetables
Friday, June 19: No school - Juneteeth

SIPPICAN SCHOOL
Monday, June 15: Hamburger (OR) 
cheeseburger, BBQ baked beans, oven 
baked French fries, lettuce & tomato
Tuesday, June 16: Chef’s Choice: ham & 
cheese sandwich (OR) turkey & cheese 
sandwich lunch (OR) chicken salad 
roll, assorted fresh fruit, assorted fresh 
vegetables
Wednesday, June 17: Chef’s Choice: 
ham & cheese sandwich (OR) turkey & 
cheese sandwich lunch (OR) chicken salad 
roll, assorted fresh fruit, assorted fresh 
vegetables
Thursday, June 18: Chef’s Choice: ham 
& cheese sandwich (OR) turkey & cheese 
sandwich lunch (OR) chicken salad 
roll, assorted fresh fruit, assorted fresh 
vegetables
Friday, June 19: No school - Juneteeth

OLD COLONY REGIONAL
Monday, June 15: Gyro chicken in a pita 
bread & Greek fries
Tuesday, June 16: Assorted lunches
Wednesday, June 17: Ham & cheese sub 
or Italian club
Thursday, June 18: Chicken patty & fries
Friday, June 19: No school

RREGIONALEGIONAL L LUNCHUNCH M MENUSENUS
For a full PDF of the three towns’ police logs from the past week, including arrest reports, visit www.Wanderer.com.
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Land Trust Dunseith Gardens on July 2 and 3. They along 
with the 250th Committee invite Mattapoisett residents 
to request a ribbon to be attached to a flag in honor of 
someone special- a veteran or simply a loved one you 
wish to honor. The flags will remain for the week of July 
4. You can request a ribbon by emailing the Woman’s Club 
at President@mattapoisettwomansclub.org We hope these 
hundreds of flags will stand as a moving symbol of unity, 
gratitude and pride. The last day to request a ribbon is 
June 25.
	 Friday July 3 beginning at 4:30 pm, Community 
Picnic at Ned’s Point - Families should bring their own 
favorite picnic suppers. There will be games and activities 
for children and their families. At 5:30 pm we will stop for 
a brief welcoming ceremony with Brianna Lynch singing 
God Bless America. At 7:00 pm David Dunn will present 
musical entertainment and a patriotic singalong. The 
purchase of ice cream and beverages will be available. We 
will celebrate until the lighthouse comes on.
	 Saturday July 4, Happy Birthday America - 
Beginning at 1:00 pm there will be bus tours leaving 
from Center School and touring the original center of 
Mattapoisett. The Mattapoisett Historical Museum will 
be guide, who will share interesting stories and point 
out landmarks and places of interest from the early 
1700’s, some of which are still standing. Each tour will be 
approximately 30 - 40 minutes.
	 The museum will be open to the public sharing 
their considerable collection of Mattapoisett life, some of 
which predates the establishment of the United States of 
America. 
	 Mattapoisett Firefighters’ Memories - Before 
the onset of internet communications Mattapoisett was 
blessed with citizens who responded to emergency calls 
for help in the event of fires and other serious unexpected 
situations. They were willing to leave families, jobs and 
anything else to protect the citizens of this town and local 
communities that needed extra help. Beginning at 2:00 
pm in the tent on the corner of Church and Baptist St. 
there will be a gathering of some of those dedicated to 
the safety of this town without access to so many of the 
advanced equipment available to our Fire Department 
today. A panel discussion with several retired call 
firefighters who served our community prior to the 
introduction of computerized emergency notification 
systems. An exhibition featuring antique and obsolete 
firefighting equipment will be available. Afternoon events 
will finish between 4:00 pm and 4:30 pm.
	 Intergenerational family line dancing on the 
wharf -Beginning at 6:30 pm, Bootin An Scootin with 
Sarah T. will lead us in country line dancing and trivia 
question entertainment under the night sky.

Summer Events at the Elizabeth Taber Library
	 Plant a Seed and Read at the Elizabeth Taber 
Library this summer. From storytime and outdoor 
concerts to author visits and programs from the 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society, there’s something for 
everyone. Visit elizabethtaberlibrary.org/events to find a 
full list of programming. You can also stop by the Library 
to pick up a list of children’s programs.
	 Kids of all ages and their caregivers are invited to 
join us for our Summer Kickoff event between 12:30 pm 
and 2:30 pm on Monday, June 22. You’ll be able to sign up 
for summer reading, enjoy a sweet treat, and participate 
in activities from the Library and the Marion Art Center.
	 Kids and adults can enjoy conversations with 
local authors this month. On Tuesday, June 23 at 6:00 pm, 
Dianne Hunt Smith will discuss her new book Whisper 
in the Waves. The Library will have limited copies of 
Whisper in the Waves available for purchase. On Tuesday, 
June 30 at 6:00 pm, kids and their caregivers can listen to 
Kendal Heldt read her book Queen of the Rocks, based on 
Marion’s Planting Island Causeway, and make their very 
own sea glass craft.
	 Regularly scheduled early childhood programs 
will resume the week of June 22. This includes Lapsit 
Storytime on Mondays at 10:00 am, Outdoor Family 
Storytime on Wednesdays at 10:30 am, and our popular 
messy art program, Messy Morning on Thursdays at 10:30 
am. Messy morning will be open to kids up to age 9 this 
summer.
	 On Wednesday, June 24 at 1:00 pm we’ll be 
hosting our first special summer reading program of the 
summer - a walk through Butterfly Exhibit. Kids and 
their caregivers will be able to get up close and personal 
with butterflies in various stages of their life cycles and 
learn about their importance to our environment. This is a 
drop-in program and does not require registration.

Buzzards Bay Area Habitat For Humanity 
Celebrates 30 Years

	 At June 4th event at the Rotch-Jones-Duff House 
and Gardens, Buzzards Bay Area Habitat for Humanity 
(BBAHFH) celebrated the nonprofit’s 30th anniversary. 
During the event, longtime Executive Director Christine 
Lacourse said, “When the members of Saint Gabriel’s 
Church in Marion met all those years ago, they saw a 
need to help low-income families with housing. Who 
knew that thirty years later, the nonprofit they started 
would still be going strong! What a difference our local 
Habitat for Humanity affiliate has made in the region for 
the families we have served, including the 25 children 
who have lived in the homes our community built. We are 
so thankful for our volunteers and supporters who were 
instrumental in making this all happen!”
	 BBAHFH has identified New Bedford as the 
location of its next three home builds. In May 2025, 
BBAHFH purchased property in New Bedford and has 
been working with the City on the permitting approval 
process. Work on the site of the affiliate’s 14th home is 
anticipated to begin in the early Fall of 2026. The other 
two home builds will follow consecutively.
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SALOME’S STARS
ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Operating un-
der a full head of self-esteem makes you want 
to tackle a matter that you had shied away 
from. OK, but be sure to arm yourself with 
facts before you make a move.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) A smart move 
you recently made caught the attention of a lot 
of people, including some with financial deals 
to offer. Use your Taurean wariness to check 
them out thoroughly.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Shyness might 
keep you from asking for more information 
on a potentially important matter. But your 
curiosity grows stronger by midweek and gives 
you the impetus for data-gathering.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Taking on too 
many tasks may not be the wise thing to do 
at this time. You might overspend both your 
physical and emotional energy reserves and 
have to miss out on some upcoming events.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Try to keep your 
spending at an affordable level. Splurging now 
-- especially on credit -- could create a problem 
if your finances are too low for you to take 
advantage of a possible opportunity.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) You 
might not approve of a colleague’s behavior 
over much of the week. But don’t play the 
judgmental VIRGO card here. As always, 
check the facts before you assume the worst.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Coping 
with an old issue that has suddenly reemerged 
could take a big toll on your emotional ener-
gies. Decide whether you really want to pursue 
the possibilities here.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) For 
all your skill in keeping your secrets safe, you 
could be unwittingly letting one slip out by the 
way you’re behaving in a new relationship. 
Are congratulations soon to be in order?
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 
21) Good old-fashioned horse sense could help 
you get around people who unknowingly or 
deliberately put obstacles in your way. Ignore 
the confusion and follow your own lead.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A 
puzzling attitude change from friendly to chilly 
in a colleague might stem from a long-hidden 
resentment that suddenly bubbled up. An open 
and honest talk should resolve the problem.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) This 
week, many ever-generous Aquarians might 
find themselves feeling an acquisitive urge. If 
so, indulge it. You’ve earned the right to treat 
yourself to wonderful things.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Expect to 
get a lot of advice on how to go about imple-
menting your plans. But once you’ve sorted it 
all out, you’ll probably find that, once again, 
your way will be the best way.
BORN THIS WEEK: You enjoy the quiet 
times of your life, but when you’re in the 
mood, you can throw a party that everyone will 
want to attend.
(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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	 According to Josh Amaral, Director of Housing 
and Community Development in New Bedford, “For the 
last three years, we have been on a mission to develop 
houses in response to the housing shortage that has 
driven up rent and driven up home prices. As a core 
part of that strategy, we believe in the power of home 
ownership, building equity and having a place for raising 
your family, owning your little corner of the world and 
the positive benefits that it has for a whole neighborhood. 
You can drive down any street in New Bedford and pick 
out the houses that are owner-occupied. They are better 
taken care of and often have meticulous landscaped.
	 We are very excited that Habitat is building 
its first house in New Bedford, first of three houses in 
New Bedford. It is an anchor in that neighborhood, a 
developing neighborhood. It’s in an area that sorely 
needed more ownership and a high-quality design 
to uplift the whole area. It’s close to a train station; 
better transport options, and other complementary 
developments in the area. That is going to be a really great 
place to live. We are so glad that Habitat is partnering 
with us and I can’t wait to be at the ribbon cutting!”
	 According to Lacourse. “We will be starting the 
application process soon for those families interested 
in applying for a home. We are looking for low-income 
families who have the ability to pay a monthly mortgage 
estimated to be around $1,200 to $1,500 and can invest 
300 hours of sweat equity into building their new home. 

Preference will be given to families that can fill all three 
bedrooms, with second preference to those that can 
fill two bedrooms. Interested families may visit www.
BuzzardsBayHabitat.org/Homeownership for more 
information on how to qualify and apply for a Habitat 
home.”
	 Concurrently with the New Bedford home builds, 
BBAHFH will continue to provide metal wheelchair ramp 
installations. Since 2024, BBAHFH has loaned 53 ramps 
out to families in need of accessibility to their homes and 
worked with another 10 families on critical home repair 
projects. “Helping someone stay independent and safe in 
their home is very important, especially as so many of the 
recipients are elderly or disabled,” added Lacourse.
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	 Over the past year, BBAHFH has collaborated 
with several other organizations and nonprofits in the 
South Coast including the local Councils on Aging, 
Veteran Service Officers, Coastal Neighbors Network, 
Westport Disability Commission, Association for the 
Relief of Aged Women (ARAW), Coastlines for the 
Elderly, SouthCoast Health, and a number of churches. 
BBAHFH has also worked on BWK projects with a 
number of local businesses including Travelers, BayCoast 
Bank, Thrivent, and Eastern Bank.
	 Volunteers are the key to BBAHFH’s ability to 
provide these programs to the community. All land, 
material, and monetary donations to Habitat are tax-
deductible. For more information on how to donate or 
volunteer, visit www.BuzzardsBayHabitat.org, email 
BuzzardsBayHabitat@yahoo.com, or call 508-758-4517.

Ned’s Point Lighthouse Tours
	 Ned’s Point Lighthouse is soon opening for the 
summer season, with tours from June through October. 
First tour of the season will be on Saturday, June 20, from 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  July tours will be held on the first 
from 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm and July 11 and July 18 from 8:00 
am to 12:00 pm noon. August 1 from 8:00 pm to 12:00 pm 
noon, and August 5, August 12, and August 26 from 3:00 
pm to 7:00 pm. Tours will run from 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm on 
September 2 and from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm on September 
19. The final day will be October 1 from 2:00 pm to 6:00 
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LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES
TOWN OF ROCHESTER
SELECTBOARD
NOTICE OF CABLE TELEVISION PUBLIC 
HEARING
	 Please take notice that the Select Board 
of the Town of Rochester, Massachusetts, as Issu-
ing Authority for a cable television license under 
M.G.L. c.166A, will hold a public hearing on June 
22nd, 2026, at 6:05 pm. The public hearing will be 
held in the conference room at Town Hall, 1 Con-
stitution Way, Rochester, MA 02770. The purpose 
of the public hearing will be to determine whether 
to issue cable television licenses to Comcast and 
Verizon. All applications, reports, statements and 
license drafts to be considered at the hearing that 
constitute public records under state law are avail-
able for public inspection during regular business 
hours and for reproduction at a reasonable fee. 
Members of the public are invited to attend and be 
heard on the topic: (a) whether the current cable 
operators are in full compliance with their currently 
existing cable licenses; and (b) what are the Town’s 
future community cable-related needs.  6/4, 6/11
---------------------------------------------
TOWN OF MATTAPOISETT 
BOARD OF APPEALS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
	 Notice is hereby given that the Matta-
poisett Board of Appeals will hold a Public Hearing 
on the following Applications and Petitions. ALL 
meetings are held at the Mattapoisett Town Hall 
Conference Room, 16 Main Street (unless other-
wise noted). The start time is 6 pm.
	 The meeting will be held in the Town 
Hall Conference Room on Thursday, June 18, 
2026.
	 CASE #1592 - Petition of Marcus Bap-
tiste Charlotte Oliveira 2007 Revocable Trust 261 
Perron Ave, Somerset, MA. 02726.
	 Re: 17 Shore View Ave, Mattapoisett, 
MA 02739. The property is further described as 
Plot 12.0, Lot 41.0 on the Assessor’s Map. The lot 
is in the Zoning District W30. It is recorded in the 
Plymouth Registry of Deeds Book 53317, Page 
270. The applicant is seeking a Special Permit as 
provided in Section 6.2.2 of the By-Law and in 
Section 7.2.2. to build a single-family home in 
contradiction to the current setback requirement of 
the W30 zoning district.
	 CASE #1593 – Petition of Deborah 
Romanowicz
	 RE: 2 Collins Way, Mattapoisett, MA 
02739. The property is further described as Plot 
11.0, Lot 133C on the Assessor’s Map. The lot is in 
Zoning District RR30. It is recorded in the Plym-
outh Registry of Deeds Book 10292, Page 0314. 
The applicant is seeking a variance under Article 
7 of the By-Law, as set forth in Section 7.2.2, to 
build a first-floor bedroom.
	 Complete applications and plans as filed 
are available for inspection in the Office of the 
Town Clerk during normal office hours.
Sincerely, 
Susan Akin, Chair
Tony Tranfaglia, Colby Rottler, Jordan Rodrigues  
6/4, 6/11
---------------------------------------------
TOWN OF ROCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISSION & TOWN 
FOREST COMMITTEE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
	 A public meeting of the Rochester 
Conservation Commission will be held on Tuesday, 

June 16, 2026 at 7:00 pm in the Town Hall Confer-
ence Room regarding a Request for Determination 
of Applicability filed for the Massachusetts Coastal 
Railroad right-of-way in Rochester, MA. The appli-
cant wishes to renew the wetlands delineation for 
a Vegetation Management Plan. The applicant is 
represented by Thomas Lewis of TEC Associates, 
South Portland, Maine.
	 This hearing is being held under the 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act, MGL 
Ch. 131, Section 40 and the Town of Rochester 
Wetlands Protection By-Law.
Join Zoom Meeting
Call the Conservation Office at 508 763-5421 ext. 
207 for Zoom information.
Christopher Gerrior, Chairperson  6/11
---------------------------------------------
TOWN OF MATTAPOISETT
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
	 The Mattapoisett Conservation Com-
mission will hold a public hearing on Monday, 
June 22, 2026 at 6:30 pm in the Town Hall (in 
person and remotely via Zoom **) on a Notice 
of Intent submitted by Buzzards Bay Coalition 
(Attn: Evelyn Mortimer) 114 Front Street, New 
Bedford, MA 02740. The proposed project is to 
restore the natural flow and floodplain dynamics of 
the historic Wolf Island Bogs through the removal 
of a non-jurisdictional dam along the Mattapoisett 
River. Bog cells will be restored to create a tiered 
floodplain storage, mimicking wetland conditions 
seen in existing floodplain wetlands along the 
river. The project is located at 7 Wolf Island Road 
(41.704665, -70.843812, and is further identified as 
Lot 1.0 on Assessor Map 20.0.
**Contact concomm@mattapoisett.net for the 
Zoom Meeting Information.  6/11
---------------------------------------------
TOWN OF ROCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISSION & TOWN 
FOREST COMMITTEE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
	 A public meeting of the Rochester 
Conservation Commission will be held on Tuesday, 
June 16, 2026 at 7:00 pm in the Town Hall Con-
ference Room regarding a Notice of Intent filed 
by Evelyn Mortimer, Buzzards Bay Coalition, for 
property located at 0 Wolf Island Road, Map 3, 
Lots 0007; 0007A; 0006. The applicant proposes 
an Ecological Restoration Project on approximately 
7 acres of formerly retired cranberry bogs.
	 The applicant’s representative is Mi-
chael Soares, Fuss & O’Neill, 1550 Main Street, 
Suite 400, Springfield, MA 01103.
	 This hearing is being held under the 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act, MGL 
Ch. 131, Section 40 and the Town of Rochester 
Wetlands Protection By-Law.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84802653693
Christopher Gerrior, Chairperson  6/11
---------------------------------------------
TOWN OF MARION
SELECT BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Application for Transfer of All Alcohol, Off-Prem-
ises License
Felder Farms LLC, d/b/a Marion General Store
	 The Marion Select Board, acting as 
licensing authority, will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, June 30, 2026 at 6:00 pm in the Marion 
Police Department Conference Room, 550 Mill 

Street, Marion, on the application of the Felder 
Farms LLC, d/b/a Marion General Store, for the 
transfer of an all-alcohol off premises license from 
Marion General Store, Inc., 140 Front Street.
John W. Hoagland, Chair  6/11, 6/18
---------------------------------------------
TOWN OF MATTAPOISETT
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
	 The Mattapoisett Conservation Com-
mission will hold a public hearing on Monday, 
June 22, 2026 at 6:30 pm in the Town Hall (in 
person and remotely via Zoom **) on the Request 
for A Determination of Applicability submitted by 
Town of Mattapoisett, 16 Main Street, Matta-
poisett, MA 02739. The proposed project is to 
reconstruct the employee parking lot on the south 
side of the police station. The project is located at 
64 County Road and is further identified as Lot 77 
on Assessor Map 9.
**Contact concomm@mattapoisett.net for the 
Zoom Meeting Information.  6/11
---------------------------------------------
TOWN OF MATTAPOISETT
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
	 The Mattapoisett Conservation Com-
mission will hold a Public Hearing on Monday, 
June 22, 2026 at 6:30 pm in the Mattapoisett Town 
Hall on a Request for an Amended Order of Condi-
tions submitted by EMM Realty Trust.
	 The meeting will also be a hybrid meet-
ing. Please contact the Conservation Commission 
for the Zoom information.
	 The Applicant proposes to perform 
additional site mitigation / improvements.
	 The proposed work will be performed 
within Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage, 
Flood Zones AE (El. 15) and VE (El. 16), a Bor-
dering Vegetated Wetland and on a Coastal Bank 
per DEP Policy 92-1.
	 The property is located on 84 Angelica 
Avenue and is further identified as Lots #3, #56 & 
#57 on Assessors Map #1.  6/11
---------------------------------------------
TOWN OF MARION
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
	 The Marion Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, June 24, 
2026, at 7:05 pm at the Marion Police Department 
Conference Room 550 Mill Street, also available 
via Microsoft Teams (Remote Participation Op-
tion), on a Request for Determination of Appli-
cability, submitted by James A. Arne, for sewer 
and water mains and connections at 340 Converse 
Road.
	 The site is further identified as Lot 20 
on Marion Assessors’ Map 15. Plans are available 
at the Town House Annex for review.
Matthew Shultz, Chair
*Please contact Jenna Riewer at jriewer@marion-
ma.gov for the Microsoft Teams link and for meet-
ing information. The meeting will be live streamed 
on ORCTV.  6/11
---------------------------------------------
TOWN OF MARION
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
	 The Marion Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, June 24, 

Continued on page 44
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Old Tyme 
Chimney

Chimneys/Masonry Repaired

508-759-0930 • 508-847-1644
Email: Oldtymechimney@yahoo.com
www.OldTymeChimneySweep.com

Kenneth Roche 
Chimney Sweep & Reline 

Lic./Ins

Re-Pointed
Re-Crowned
Re-Flashed 

& Water Sealed

Rte 6 & Sconticut Neck Rd 
Fairhaven

508-996-4100

Hathaway Road 
New Bedford
508-991-4200

pm.
	 All tour dates are subject to change according to 
the weather or at the discretion of the light keeper. No flip 
flops or loose clothing are allowed, and children under 
13 must be at least 48 inches tall and accompanied by an 
adult. No food or drinks allowed in the lighthouse. 
	 Tours conducted by USCG-6-3, Sal Giglia 
Lightkeeper FSO-LK.

Annual Marion Town Party
	 Save the Date. The Annual Marion Town Party 
returns on Saturday, July 25, (rain date: Sunday, July 26) 
on the grounds of Silvershell Beach on Front Street. This 
community celebration supports the Marion Cultural 
Council and the Marion Firefighters Association.
	 Festivities kick off at 4:00 pm with plenty to 
enjoy: delicious food and beverages for purchase, free 
children’s activities (including a climbing rock wall), live 
music from Marion’s own Flashback, and lots more fun 
for all ages.
	 We’re looking for sponsors and volunteers to help 
make this event a success.
	 For questions or to get involved, please contact 
Donna Hemphill at 508-748-3520 or dhemphill@
marionma.gov.

Mattapoisett Museum
	 Please join the Mattapoisett Museum at 5 Church 
Street on June 13 at 6:00 pm for the amazing music of The 
Hot Club Cheese Roll. Founded by guitarist Jason Smith 
in 2016 and inspired by the music of Django Reinhardt 
and Stephan Grappelli of The Hot Club of France, they 
will perform a mix of music of jazz standards as well as 
more contemporary hits interpreted in the gypsy jazz/hot 
club style.
	 Entrance to hear The Hot Club Cheese Roll costs 
$18 to Mattapoisett Museum’s members; non-members’ 
entrance fee is $20.

Young Artists in Marion
	 We invite children and teens ages 5-18 to 
participate in our “I Voted” Sticker Design Contest. 

Designs may be patriotic-themed, Marion-themed, or a 
creative combination of both. One winner will be selected 
from each age group (5-9 years-old, 10-14 years-old, 
and 15-18 years-old), and all three winning designs will 
be printed and available to voters beginning with the 
September election. Show your community spirit and help 
make voting in Marion even more special. Please stop by 
the Town Clerk’s office any time during normal business 
hours to pick up a template. The deadline for submissions 
will be July 31. Winners will be chosen on August 3.

MAC Theater Presents Our Town
	 Our Town, the Thornton Wilder play, is opening 
at the MAC on June 12. Directed by Pippa Asker, the 
play is an exploration of everyday life, love and loss in 
the fictional New England town of Grover’s Corners. 
Told through the eyes of the omniscient Stage Manager, 
the play follows the daily routines of two neighboring 
families, the Gibbses and the Webbs - as their children, 
George and Emily, grow up, fall in love and confront the 
passage of time. With minimal scenery and a focus on 
language and imagination, Our Town invites audiences 
to notice the beauty in ordinary moments - shared meals, 
childhood friendships, and small-town rituals - and to 
reflect on what it truly means to be alive. Simple in form 
but profound in impact, the play remains one of the most 
beloved works in American theater.
	 Don’t miss this community-packed show, likely 
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2026, at 7:10 pm at the Marion Police Department 
Conference Room 550 Mill Street, also avail-
able via Microsoft Teams (Remote Participation 
Option), on a Notice of Intent, submitted by Robert 
& Elizabeth Allen for a single-family home demo-
lition & reconstruction project at 10 Doran Way.
	 The site is further identified as Lot 154 
on Marion Assessors’ Map 5A. Plans are available 
at the Town House Annex for review.
Matthew Shultz, Chair
*Please contact Jenna Riewer at jriewer@marion-
ma.gov for the Microsoft Teams link and for meet-
ing information. The meeting will be live streamed 
on ORCTV.  6/11
---------------------------------------------
TOWN OF MARION
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
	 The Marion Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, June 24, 
2026, at 7:20 pm at the Marion Police Department 
Conference Room 550 Mill Street, also available 
via Microsoft Teams (Remote Participation Op-
tion), on a Request for Determination of Applica-
bility, submitted by Erica N. Larner (MASSDOT), 
for milling and resurfacing the mainline ramps on 
East-Bound and West-Bound corridors, as well as 
cleaning, repairing, and minor adjustments to ex-
isting drainage structures, spot-repair of guardrails 
and blocks, and selective tree-thinning and clearing 
at Interstate 195, Right of Way.
Matthew Shultz, Chair
*Please contact Jenna Riewer at jriewer@marion-
ma.gov for the Microsoft Teams link and for meet-
ing information. The meeting will be live streamed 
on ORCTV.  6/11
---------------------------------------------
TOWN OF MATTAPOISETT
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
	 The Mattapoisett Conservation Com-
mission will hold a public hearing on Monday, 
June 22, 2026 at 6:30 pm in the Town Hall (in 
person and remotely via Zoom **) on the Request 
for A Determination of Applicability submitted 
by Erica Larner, Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation – Highway Division, 10 Park Plaza, 
Room 7360, Boston, MA 02116. The proposed 
project is to resurface I-195 and associated ramps 
and perform maintenance to guardrails and vegeta-
tion within the highway Right of Way. The project 
is located at the Interstate 195 Right of Way in 
Mattapoisett, Marion, and Wareham, and is further 

identified as Lot (ROW) on Assessor Map (ROW).
**Contact concomm@mattapoisett.net for the 
Zoom Meeting Information.  6/11
---------------------------------------------

The Mattapoisett COA is seeking applications for 
part-time Van Driver. Details are available on the 
Town website under Employment. Applications 

can be obtained from Town Hall or the COA. 
Please submit applications/resumes to HR@

Mattapoisett.gov
--------------------------------------------------------

 Tree Service
  

 24/7 Emergency Service
  

 FREE ESTIMATES
  

 508-991-1809
 office@tritowngroup.services

--------------------------------------------------------
Troy-Bilt 42" rider

 Good condition - $400
 508-454-2408

  
--------------------------------------------------------

Trucks & car$ wanted 
 Same day removal - foreign & domestic

 508-642-9128
--------------------------------------------------------

Unwanted Air Conditioners
 removed for $15 a piece

 Call Cliff at 508-472-8539
--------------------------------------------------------

WANTED junk cars & trucks for salvage & parts. 
Paying cash. Free pickup. Heavy equipment. 
 508-763-4185 cell 508-524-3741  DM Auto

--------------------------------------------------------
 WATERFRONT VACATION HOME

 3 bedrooms, 2 bath, amazing views of Buzzards 
Bay, Brant Island Cove, West Island www.

brandtcovemarina.com/waterfront-rental-house  
Call Dave 508-728-5288

  
--------------------------------------------------------

Wilbur's Landscape & Masonry
 Lawn Care, Walkways, Seasonal Cleanup, Patios, 

Mulching, Retaining Walls, Tree Services,
 & More.....  774-608-4700

--------------------------------------------------------
YOUR HANDYMEN

 Clean outs, dump runs, demolition, interior/
exterior, dump truck service, pressure washing, & 

more. Insured 774-762-0016
--------------------------------------------------------

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Place your classified ads 
24 hours a day
7 days a week

on-line at
www.wanderer.com
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featuring someone you know appearing on stage. The 
cast includes Jade Beauregard, Annie Belkin, Ron Biever, 
Jack Boesen, Kristina Dahlene, Charlotte DaRosa, Jason 
DiMatteo, David DiSandro, Antonio Duarte, Blake Gagne, 
Zach Gagne, Deane W. Johansen Jr., Cynthia Johnson, 
Macy Kinney, Suzanne Kokkins, Matt Lynds, Charlotte 
Osterday, Charlotte Rider, Margo Ruggiero, Tom Slater, 
Gary Sousa, Genevieve Suman, Fred Tanga, Lou Tanga, 
Donn Tyler, and Harvey Ussach; with Stage Manager 
Marisa Biever, Technical Director Steve McManus, and 
Costumes by Ann-Marie Fredericks.
	 The show runs on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays June 12 through June 28 at the MAC’s Anne 
Braitmayer Webb Theater at 80 Pleasant St. Marion. 
Friday and Saturday curtain is at 7:00 pm and Sunday 
matinee is at 2:00 pm. Tickets are $23 for MAC members 
and $28 for nonmembers and can be purchased at 
marionartcenter.org/events.

Sippican Historical Society Community 
Service Award

	 The Sippican Historical Society will honor Bob 
Raymond with its 2026 Community Service Award at 
their Annual Meeting on June 18.
	 “Marion is lucky to have Bob’s architectural 
experience. His expertise was instrumental in helping 
with the planning for the renovation of the Town House,” 
said Frank McNamee, curator of the Sippican Historical 
Society.
	 For more than eight years, Bob contributed to 
the Marion Town House Feasibility Committee. After 
residents chose not to build a new administrative building 
Town House in 2018, work began to create a phased 
project that focused on the exterior, mechanical systems, 
accessibility and safety upgrades.
	 The building originally served as Tabor 
Academy’s first academic building in 1876. It is the third 
administrative building Marion has had since becoming 
a Town in 1852. The first, located near Old Wharf, burnt 
down in 1881. Elizabeth Taber paid for its reconstruction. 
In the 1930’s, the Town and Tabor swapped property. The 
building at 2 Spring Street will complete final upgrades 

later this summer.
	 Although Bob Raymond grew up in Eastern 
Massachusetts, his work as an architect specializing in 
health care facilities has taken him to the South Pacific, the 
Middle East and Africa. When he and his wife searched 
for a home port in 1996, the demographics, strong public 
schools and sailing made Marion home. Currently, his 
architectural practice is working on a psychiatric hospital 
in Cameroon and a children’s hospital in Rwanda.
	 On June 18, at 6:30 pm in the Marion Music Hall, 
164 Front Street, the Board of the Sippican Historical 
Society will recognize Bob’s work. A tree will be planted 
in his honor at the Town House. Join the Board and 
members of the Sippican Historical Society to thank Bob 
for his commitment and for his expertise shared with 
Marion.

Tri-County Symphonic Band
	 On Sunday, June 14, the Tri-County Symphonic 
Band, directed by Philip Sanborn, will be under the Grand 
Tent at Tabor Academy for its Annual Pops Concert to 
benefit the John R. Pandolfi Music Scholarship Fund. This 
year’s concert will be a festive celebration of Flag Day and 
250 years of independence. The music will be a patriotic 
parade of classic American tributes to the flag and our 
country. The concert begins with John Williams’ “Liberty 
Fanfare” and is followed by “A Jefferson Portrait,” 
“American Civil War Fantasy,” “Variations on America,” 
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Classified Policy: All Classified 
Advertisements must be prepaid and 
can be placed at our office or on line at 
www.wanderer.com.

Classified Deadline: Tuesday at 
10:00 am for Thursday’s paper.

Classified Rates:
Classified Advertisements are $8.00 
for 3 lines or less per week. Each 
additional line is $1.00 per week. There 
are an average of six words per line.
Bold is an addition $1 per week.

Classified Guidelines: 
*As a general rule, there are 
approximately six words per line in a 
standard   Classified Ad.
*Blank lines cannot be used in 
Classified Advertisements.
*There is only upper case and lower 
case lettering.
*No graphics may be used in Classified 
Advertisements.
*Classified Ads cannot be placed on 
hold.
*Classified Ads cannot be taken over 
the phone.

Mailing Classified Ads: Ads can be 
mailed with payment to P.O. Box 102, 
Mattapoisett, MA 02739

Placing Classified Ads On-line: Ads 
can be placed on line at: 
www.wanderer.com

Dropping Off Classified 
Advertisements: Ads can be dropped 
by our office at 55 County Road in 
Mattapoisett, Monday, Thurs, Fri -9am 
to 3pm; Tuesday 9am to noon

Payment Policy: All sales final, we do 
not offer credits or refunds.

Legal Advertisements:
* Legal Ads are $1.00 per line, at a 
minimum of $25. per ad.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

 MOVING SALE 28 Main St. Matt. 
 Sat & Sun June 20 & 21

 Furniture, kitchen & household items, books, 
games, air conditioners. Indoor display. 

 Rain or shine. 
  

--------------------------------------------------------
Mr. Bee's Tutoring

 Summer Seasonal In-person Tutoring
 for Elementary Math and ELA

 10+ Years Experience in Education field
 $45/hr *Free Consultations and Intake

  
 Call or Text 508-742-7410

 Email: broj8738@gmail.com
--------------------------------------------------------

 Old Machinist Tools Wanted!
 Engineer Looking For Tools + Boxes

 Call/Text Derek # 508-538-1461
--------------------------------------------------------

 Old, worn kitchen cabinets?
 Consider painting them instead of replacement!

 Call me to see how this could be an option for you.
 508-728-4386

--------------------------------------------------------
Part-time help wanted on Mattapoisett oyster farm.  

Call Bob at 508-493-4897
--------------------------------------------------------

Paul's Paint
 Interior and exterior painting, power washing and 
small carpentry jobs/repairs. Honest and reliable 

with 16 years experience. Call Paul 508-961-7350
--------------------------------------------------------

Private room in peaceful country farmhouse
 in Rochester set on 8 wooded acres.

 Quiet, serene setting. Shared kitchen/bath.
 Seeking respectful, responsible individual.

 Non-smoking. $1,100/mo
 Call/text: 508-991-0272

  
--------------------------------------------------------

PUPPIES
  

 Happy spring! Beautiful 15-week-old
 French Bulldog puppies born to a loving local 

family ready for sale with first shots priced 
reasonably - Raquelle text or call 774-526-8824

 for photos & info.
--------------------------------------------------------

 South Coast Landscaping
 Lawn Cuts, Hedge Trimming, Edging, Tree 

Removal, Dump Runs, Land Clearing, Yard Clean-
ups, Gutter Cleaning. Insured.

 Free Estimate (508) 985-8205 
--------------------------------------------------------

Reasonable Handyman
 Eric Cordeiro - 24 yrs experience

 508-995-4496
--------------------------------------------------------
 Property for Rent-Great for Contractors or 

Boat Storage!
  

 Just under an acre of open land available for rent-
perfect if you need a place to park equipment, store 

tools, keep boats, or just have some extra space.
  

 What it's good for:
 *Contractor Equipment

 *Trailers & Trucks
 *Boat Storage

 *General Outdoor Storage
  

 About the property:
 *Almost 1 acre of open, flat land
 *Easy access for bigger vehicles 

 *Conveniently located in the Marion Industrial 
Park Area right off Route 6

  
 If you've been needing extra space, this will be a 

great fit. 
  

 Reach out for more details or pricing!
 508-802-2665

--------------------------------------------------------
 Rent Mattapoisett

 Angelica Pt. On the water. Cozy 1 br with loft. 
Sleeps 4. Wks available June through October. 
Reasonable rent. Sorry, no pets, no smoking. 
 Bob 301-237-5219 or Scott 301-305-9209

--------------------------------------------------------
Rochester - Cozy 2 bedroom apt.

 Quiet, modern, large yard & private deck. All 
uilities included $1995/mo 508-748-3656

--------------------------------------------------------
 SOUTH COAST LANDSCAPING 

 Taking on new lawn care clients this year, give us 
a call @ (508)985- 8205. Fully Insured.

--------------------------------------------------------
Spring Cleaners

 Home * Office * Rentals
 Spring cleaning all year round!
 Call Samantha 508-245-9806

--------------------------------------------------------
SUMMER RENTALS

 Antasswamock 4BR/1BA @ $1,850/wk
 Waterfront 5BR/3.5BA @ $6,500/wk

 Crescent Beach 2BR/1BA @ $1,500/wk
 Waterview 3BR/2BA @ $2,200/wk

 Call Dawson Real Estate (508) 758-3838
--------------------------------------------------------

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
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“America the Beautiful” and a host of iconic, flag-waving 
arrangements. Cupcakes and lemonade will be part of 
the festivities along with a multi-prized raffle with the 
proceeds benefiting the scholarship fund.
	 Doors will open at 12:00 pm noon. The music 
starts at 2:00 pm with a social hour at 1:00 pm. The grand 
tent, with ample space and excellent ventilation on all 
sides, is virtually an open-air concert venue, on the 
Sippican Harbor waterfront.
	 Tickets are $40 in advance and can be purchased 
at the Symphony Music Shop in North Dartmouth, Mimi’s 
of Marion or online at www.tricountysymphonicband.
org/ Tickets can be purchased at the door on the day of 
the event for $50 each.

Friends of the Mattapoisett Library Summer 
Book Sale

	 The Friends of the Mattapoisett Library invite 
book lovers of all ages to their upcoming Harbor Days 
Book Sale on Friday, July 17 and Saturday July 18, from 
10:00 am to 2:00 pm in the Library Community Room 
at 7 Barstow Street, Mattapoisett. This event is a great 
opportunity to find gently used books at affordable prices 
while supporting the library’s valuable programs and 
activities.
	 In preparation for the sale, the Friends of 
the Mattapoisett Library will also be accepting book 
donations on Wednesday, July 15 through Thursday, July 
16, from 2:30 pm to 4:30 pm. Community members are 
encouraged to donate gently used books to help make 
the event a success. In addition we will be accepting 
Jewelry donations for our December Jewelry Sale. Jewelry 
donations can be dropped off any time at the Front Desk.
	 All proceeds from the sale directly benefit the 
library, funding programs, events, and resources that 
enrich the Mattapoisett community.
	 For more information, please contact 
the Friends of the Mattapoisett Library at 
friendsofmattapoisettlibrary@gmail.com.

World-wide Knit in Public Day
	 World-wide Knit in Public Day is Saturday, 
June 13. Join fellow knitters from 12:00 pm noon to 2:00 
pm on the Mattapoisett Museum lawn, 5 Church Street, 
Mattapoisett. 
	 Bring lunch, beverage, a lawn chair, and your 
fiber work. Dessert will be provided. All fiber crafts are 
welcome. If you have any questions, email Gail Roberts at 
peggsmom@gmail.com. In case of rain, this program will 
be canceled.

Rochester Historical Society Events
	 As in May we have two June events. The first 
will be our annual ice cream social with music by Tom 
and Sheila Perry. This has become a bit of a moveable 
feast. Because of July’s heat, we moved it to May 2025, 

but 45- degree temps made for a smaller than normal 
turnout. Therefore, this year it will be our June meeting on 
Wednesday, June 17 at 7:00 pm at the Historical Museum 
at 355 County Rd.
	 The second event will be on Saturday, June 20 at 
12:00 pm noon at the Plumb Library. This will be Women 
Of 76: True Stories of Revolutionary Women. Check the 
Library website as registration will probably be required. 
Thanks to the Library with letting us partner with them 
for this presentation.
	 Also, thanks for all who helped us with a 
successful Red, White and Blue Bake Sale. We wouldn’t be 
able to fund the Historical Society without your help.

Nature Drawing and Journaling Workshop
	 The Marion Natural History Museum’s 
community group will be learning a little about Botany & 
Landscapes during our Nature Drawing and Journaling 
workshop on Saturday, June 13 from 10:00 am to 12:00 
pm. We will learn a little about botany, the science of 
plants, as well as and how to draw a landscape. Tricia 
Cassady, Wetland Scientist and Artist of The Art & Nature 
Studio, will introduce you to some introductory botany 
terms and identification techniques as well as how to 
draw a landscape using a view finder. No experience 
necessary.
	 You can bring whatever materials you would 
like to work with such as graphite pencils, pens, 
colored pencils, markers, watercolors and don’t 
forget a sketchbook. We will be outdoors so please 
dress appropriately and bring a hat, water, bug spray, 
sunscreen, a small chair, stool or blanket to sit on. To 
register please go to www.marionmuseum.org.

OCRVTHS Summer Discovery Experience
	 Old Colony Regional Vocational Technical High 
School recently opened registration for its 9th annual 
Summer Discovery Experience program and tickets are 
expected to sell out fast.
	 This unique summer programming runs from 
July 13 to July 24. Registration is open now on Eventbrite 
starting at $161.90 per session. Half-day and full-day 
options are available, with most morning and afternoon 
sessions offered for students entering grades 5-9.
	 Discovery sessions cover a wide range of topics, 
including outdoor sports, automotive mechanics, culinary 
arts, cosmetology, forensics, welding, graphics, computer 
science and more.
	 Sessions are taught by Old Colony Regional 
Vocational Technical High School educators.
	 “Our talented staff are a point of pride for us here 
at Old Colony,” said Superintendent Aaron Polansky. “We 
hope that the variety of Summer Discovery programming 
lets campers develop their current interests and also 
explore new paths.”
	 Most programs run Monday through Friday. 
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Home in Rochester - 2/3 bdrms,  heated sunroom, 
W&D hookup, large yard, very quiet. $2895/mo

 all utl. inc. 508-748-3656
--------------------------------------------------------

 Interior Painting
 Average size room, 2 coats on walls, $300

 Excellent Tri-town references!
 508-728-4386

--------------------------------------------------------
 Janeiro Architecture

 Call/Text 508-493-0322
 John@janeiroarchitecture.com
 www.janeiroarchitecture.com

--------------------------------------------------------
 JG Auto Detailing

 Inside & Out Any Vehicle from A-Z
 Email: JessGarcia1889@gmail.com

 Text/Call: Jessica (508)717-1352
 Facebook: /JGAutoDetailing88
 Ceramic Coatings also available

--------------------------------------------------------
 JNJ Woodworking - Marion MA

 Custom Furniture - Furniture Repair 
 Furniture Refinishing

 508-344-6103
--------------------------------------------------------

KW Powerwash Free Estimates
 Established in 1985

 508-997-2892
--------------------------------------------------------
 Licensed Electrician & Generator Services 

 For all your electrical and generator 
needs,including Emergency Calls Paul Sarmento 

 508-979-8347 landline 
--------------------------------------------------------

 MARK'S PAINTING
 Specializing in exterior and interior painting. 
Landscaping, power washing, carpentry and 

much more. Many references upon request. Call 
for a free estimate 508-405-5625

--------------------------------------------------------
MASON offers Quality Work at Reasonable Prices

 Chimneys, Steps, Walkways, Stonewalls,
 Stone Veneers, etc. New or Restoration.

 Chimney Cleaning
 Local. Joe Fleurent 508-858-9875

--------------------------------------------------------
MELINDA EATON 

 DRAPERY WORKROOM
 custom home interiors

 blinds, shades, drapes, shutters, cushions
 508-758-9404 or email melindaeatondrapery@

gmail.com
 www.eatondrapery.com

--------------------------------------------------------

 MICHELLE GORDON PIANO STUDIO
 Creative - Fun - Challenging - Inspiring

 Experienced, Qualified Teacher
 For students of all ages

 508-758-3158 mgordonpiano@gmail.com
--------------------------------------------------------

MASS TREE SERVICE
 Pruning & removal. Aerial bucket truck service. 

Insured, references & free estimates
 508-972-1143

--------------------------------------------------------
Medline Reclining Highback Wheelchair, 16x 18 
seat,supports up to 300 lbs. 250.00 or best offer. 

508-763-9253
--------------------------------------------------------

MIKE'S APPLIANCE - Sales and Service 
- Experienced with all brands. Also available 

evenings, weekends and holidays.
 Call Mike Healy at (508) 748-2557

--------------------------------------------------------
 MINOR ALTERATIONS/SEWING REPAIRS

 Hems, small alterations/repairs. Quick turnaround.
Call Jan 508-542-6885. Reasonable rates.

--------------------------------------------------------
  Mosquito & Tick Yard Spray

  
 Kid & Pet Safe

  
 FREE ESTIMATES

  
 P: 508-991-1809

 E: office@tritowngroup.services
  
  

--------------------------------------------------------

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Don’t forget to wish these people
a Happy Birthday!
Chuck Lord	 June 11
Makenzi Tache	 June 11
Michael Tracy 	 June 11
Nichole Nye	 June 11
Steve Medeiros	 June 11
Jeff Caton	 June 12
Lillian Sylvia	 June 12
Caroline E. Butterfield	 June 13
Christopher Bell	 June 13
Dan Moniz	 June 13
Ethan Lizotte	 June 13
Jack LeFavor	 June 13
Sadie Lynn Morin-Rebello	 June 13
Sophia Marie	 June 13
Walter R. Costa	 June 13
Chloe O’Connor	 June 14
Chris Nye	 June 14
Isaiah Ostiguy	 June 14
Kathryn C. Barwikowski	 June 14
Kathryn Upton	 June 14
Marion Connors	 June 14
Michelle Silva	 June 14
Rachael Dunn	 June 14
Abby Adams	 June 15
Ari Larkin Sweet	 June 15
Bob Williamson	 June 15
John D. Gibbons Jr.	 June 15
Mike Huguenin	 June 15
Patricia Normand	 June 15
Paxton Carroll	 June 15
Ryan Mee	 June 15
Devon Hamilton	 June 16
Mary Ritchie-Harps	 June 16
Rich Woodward	 June 16
Steven Boardman	 June 16
Cathy Harp	 June 17
Jeannette Donovan	 June 17
Joshua J. Rebello	 June 17
Justin Shay	 June 17
Morgan Matthews	 June 17
Troy Gilbert	 June 17

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTSCLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
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Since its introduction in 2017, the Summer Discovery 
Experience has expanded its schedule from five days to 
10, spanning two weeks. Most activities now have time to 
run twice and accommodate more participants.
	 Participants are encouraged to mix and match 
morning and afternoon sessions. Families are responsible 
for their own transportation. All sessions are very 
popular, and spots are expected to fill quickly.
	 Full-day participants have the option to remain 
on campus for a supervised lunch period between 11:30 
am and noon in the Old Colony Regional Vocational-
Technical High School cafeteria. Students attending both 
sessions are responsible for bringing their own lunch.
	 “It’s fantastic to see so many young people 
excited to roll up their sleeves and learn,” said 
Superintendent Polansky.
	 All payments made by check must be received in 
the form of a bank check or money order by the Friday 
before the start of the selected program to secure a spot. 
To start camp, each participant will require an updated 
physical and signed pick up permission forms.
	 For more details and to secure a spot for your 
student email SummerDiscovery@OldColony.us with 
questions or concerns.

Marion Fireworks and Independence Day 
Parade

	 Come together with the Town of Marion as 

we celebrate America’s 250th anniversary. Kick off the 
weekend with fireworks at Silvershell Beach at dusk on 
Friday, July 3.
	 Our Independence Day Parade rolls out on 
Saturday, July 4, at 9:00 am, and we want to see your most 
creative, patriotic parade entries. Applications are now 
available. Paper copies are also available at the Marion 
Town House Annex, 14 Barnabas Road.
	 The nationwide organization, Freedom Bells, 
invites all residents to toll bells together on July 4 at 
noon. Please join neighboring towns and community 
organizations as they toll the bells. You can find more 
information on their website: freedombells.org.
	 We can’t wait to celebrate with you.
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Blinstrub's Painting, Finishing & Remodeling

 drywall repairs, bathroom remodels,
 flooring, decks, pergolas

 508-951-5160
 blinstrubs@gmail.com

--------------------------------------------------------
-Brandon's Tree Service & Landscaping-

   - Professional Tree Trimming and Removals -
 - 50' Bucket Truck, 15+ Years Experience -

 - Bobcat Service, Full Landscaping -
 -Land Clearing, Lawn Mowing, Power Washing-

  -Thorough Yard Cleanups, Mulching -
 - Stone Walls, Patios - FULLY INSURED -

 - Firewood, Snow Plowing Estimates -
 -Work year round-

 Call Jeff at 774-992-9626
--------------------------------------------------------

CALL DAVE - THE LOCAL GUY 
 Maintenance, Painting & Repairs 

 Home Improvements 
 Roofing - Siding - Gutters - Decks 

 Quality Work - Low Prices 
 Call 508-596-3798

--------------------------------------------------------
 Cleaning By Solange

 Reliable, trustworthy professional with references 
and fully insured. Our services include: daily, 

weekly, monthly, or one time cleaning. Please call 
(774) 360-1975 our visit our website https://www.

solangedkleaner.com
--------------------------------------------------------

 Compact Machine Work
 mini excavator 
 mini skid steer
 dump trailer 

  call or text Charlie 508 807 8565
--------------------------------------------------------
Fence Repairs - Mailboxes - Storm Damages

 Honey Do List - Handyman Services
 Jake Sylvia 331-425-1717
 JakeSylvia39@gmail.com

--------------------------------------------------------
 Demers Construction Company 

 Licensed and Insured General Contractor
 New Construction - Remodeling - Additions

 Siding - Windows - Kitchens - Decks
 Nathan@DemersCC.com

 View our work at DemersCC.com or Facebook.
com/DemersCC

 Give us a call for a free estimate! 774.849.2325
--------------------------------------------------------

 Depot Road Painting
 Interior or Exterior -36 yrs experience

 references avaliable call (508) 563-6563
--------------------------------------------------------

DUMP RUNS and MORE Any cleanup, yards, 
houses, attics, apts, etc. Oil tank and boiler 

removal call Cliff 508-472-8539
--------------------------------------------------------

Electrician Eric Cordeiro for good work & 
reasonable prices, 24hr service, big & small jobs, 

will call back same day. 508-995-4496
--------------------------------------------------------

 ERRAND RUNNING SERVICES
 Shopping, deliveries, dog walking/sitting, house 

sitting & more
 call or text 508-971-6360 to make your busy life 

easier!
--------------------------------------------------------

Glass 3'x4' chair mat for office. $30 774-417-6550
--------------------------------------------------------

Gregoire Plastering
 508-783-1381
 774-400-3144

--------------------------------------------------------
 MARION MOORING AVAILABLE

 Mooring 178 is suitable for up to 35’ boat, 
convenient location halfway between BYC and 

Tabor Boy. $1600 for 2026 season. Contact 
ridgewhite44@gmail.com

--------------------------------------------------------
HANDYMAN

 Carpentry, Paint, Powerwash, Gutters Cleaned, 
Decks, Leaves Removed, Sheetrock, Cleanouts

 Call Ernie T. at 774-770-7425
--------------------------------------------------------

The Wanderer
Subscription Form
	 First Class Mail
	 One Year $120
	 6 Months $60

Name

Address

City

State		  Zip

Starting Date:
     Immediately       Renewal

Return completed form & payment to:
	 The Wanderer
	 P.O. Box 102
	 55 County Road
	 Mattapoisett, MA 02739

Order on line at: 
	 www.wanderer.com

off the mark       by Mark Parisi
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2 Main Street
Acushnet 

508-995-6272

LIBERTY

212 Emerson St
New Bedford 
508-999-6269

Come enjoy my Tesla!

Expires
6/30/26

Mattapoisett Road Race
	 With less than 2 months until the 4th of July, it’s 
time to lace up your sneakers and get ready to celebrate 
the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence by running the Mattapoisett Road 
Race, “4 on the 4th.” When this tradition was started 
in 1971 by Bob and Doris Gardner, 15 runners raced 
from Point Connett to Shipyard Park. Over the years, 
the route has changed a few times, and now, over 1000 
runners start at Shipyard Park, run through the village, 
around Ned’s Point lighthouse, and finish at Shipyard 
Park. Townspeople line the course and cheer on the 
runners. Proceeds from the race are used to fund awards 
for college-bound senior athletes from Old Rochester 
Regional High School, as well as support Old Rochester 
athletics. Over the years, more than $200,000 has been 
given to deserving students from Mattapoisett, Marion 
and Rochester. Registration for the race is online only, up 
until 8:30 am on July 4. Until July 1, the registration fee 
is $25, on July 2, July 3, and July 4, it is $35. T-shirt and 
number pickup is from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm on July 3, and 
7:30-8:30 am on July 4.
	 Runners are strongly urged to pick up their shirts 
and numbers on July 3 to avoid long lines on the morning 
of the race. For more information and registration, please 
visit mattapoisettroadrace.com.

Coastal Explorations with the MNHM
	 The Marion Natural History Museum will be 
offering an opportunity to explore some of Marion’s 
unique natural areas. We will be exploring our rocky 
inter-tidal shorelines, salt marshes, estuaries as well as 
freshwater riverbanks, forest, swamps, ponds and bogs. 
Daily we will take trips to look for the birds, amphibians, 
fish and invertebrates that make these areas so special.
	 Each morning will involve hands-on exploration, 
experiments, crafts and journaling while outdoors. Your 
child will enjoy being a Coastal Explorer with the Marion 
Natural History Museum. Space is limited to 15 per 
session so make sure to register early. Perfect for children 
entering grades 2-6.
	 This year we will also be offering a full-day 
option in partnership with the Marion Recreation 
Department. Spend half the day with us, and then if you 
want extended hours, Marion Recreation will be busing 
from our location to Silvershell beach for the remainder of 

the day.
	 Register at www.marionmuseum.org for both 
options. Dates: July 6 to July 10, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm, 
August 3 to August 7, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.

North Rochester Congregational Church
	 The North Rochester Congregational Church, 
247 North Avenue, Rochester, has services at 10:00 am 
on Sundays. The services are conducted by Reverend 
Merrily Harris, guest ministers, as well as members of the 
congregation. Communion is on the first Sunday of each 
month. Paul Sardinha is the longtime organist. Food and 
fellowship follows. Everyone is welcome.

Buzzards Bay Musicfest
	 The Buzzards Bay Musicfest will be returning 
to Marion this summer from July 15 through July 19 in 
the Fireman Performing Arts Center at Hoyt Hall on the 
campus of Tabor Academy. World class musicians will 
grace the stage in a five-concert series that is completely 
open with free admission to the public. Renowned 
Australian conductor Antony Walker will lead the 
orchestra this year. On Wednesday, July 15, there will 
be an open rehearsal at 2:00 pm. That evening, the first 
concert of the series will feature the full orchestra with 
works by Beethoven and Haydn as well as a concerto by 
Grieg featuring piano virtuoso Cynthia Raim as soloist. 
On Thursday July 16, a chamber music concert will 
include a flute duo, a trio for oboe, bassoon and piano, a 
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The Wanderer is an independently 
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Mattapoisett, Marion, Rochester and 
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Telephone: 508-758-9055
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Michael J. DeCicco, Correspondent
Shawn Sweet, Social Media Manager
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All rights reserved, no part of this publication 
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  100% Natural Mosquito & Tick Yard Spray
  

 Kid & Pet Safe
  

 Lab-Tested: 98% mosquito & tick kill/
repellency

  
 FREE ESTIMATES

  
 P: 508-991-1809

 E: office@tritowngroup.services
  
  

--------------------------------------------------------
15+ Years Experience

  
 -Tree Services

 -Pressure Washing
 -Junk Removal
 -Gutter cleaning

 -Year Round Light Installation
  

 p: 508-991-1809
 e: office@tritowngroup.services
  w: www.tritowngroup.services

 
 Free Estimates

  
 Fully Insured

  
--------------------------------------------------------

2001 Mazda pick-up 4x2
 Good condition - $2900

 508-454-2408
--------------------------------------------------------

 APARTMENT IN ROCHESTER
 Colonial style, 1st floor with own entrance, 
1 bdrm, 1 bath, kitchen, livingroom, shared 

washer/dryer in common area, electric heat w/ 
air, all new.  1 yr. lease, utilities not included, 

first, last, security, no smoking, no pets.          
call 508 287 7908

--------------------------------------------------------
 Bathroom Remodels

  
 Expert updates & renovations

  
 FREE ESTIMATES

 Monthly payment options available 
  

 Fully Insured 
  

 P:508-991-1809
 E: office@tritowngroup.services 

--------------------------------------------------------

 ARBOR TECH SERVICES
 Certified Arborist | Professional Tree Care

 Long-term tree health and services including:
 Fine Pruning, Structural Pruning,

 Cabling, Tree Removal, Stump Grinding,
 Professional Tree and Shrub Planting,

 and Storm Cleanup.
  

 Plant Health Care (PHC) Programs
 Comprehensive care designed to help protect

 and maintain your trees:
 Deep Root Fertilization, Tree Injections,

 Pest and Disease Management, Soil Health, 
 Root Zone Improvements and Monitoring,

 Tree Health Evaluations
  

 Our Approach
 We help clients protect their landscape 

 investment through proactive and
 professional care.

  
 15+ Years of Experience

 Call or text Raphael 508-209-1777
  
  

--------------------------------------------------------
3 yrs old Gravly Pro Turn 260

 Set up for mulching. Set up with two 5 gal. tanks.
 3192 hrs. $9,000 or Best Offer

 Alan Torren 508-423-0369
--------------------------------------------------------

Adriana Cleaning Services (home & office)
 10 yrs. experience and good references

 Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly or one time services 
available. Call or text 857-249-7241

--------------------------------------------------------
 BIG GREEN EGG

 medium Big Green Egg with rib roast rack, ash 
tool, ash removal pan, grid lifter, vertical poultry 

roaster, ceramic heat deflector, cookbooks.  Needs 
some TLC - $200. 508-758-8017

--------------------------------------------------------
 COASTAL BOOKKEEPING SOLUTIONS
 Providing bookkeeping solutions for your 

business, saving you time and money!  Call today!
 508-789-5669 / lisa@coastalbksolutions.com
--------------------------------------------------------

 ESTATE SALE. House full of interesting 
high quality antiques and furniture.  Artwork. 

Kitchenware.  Fun garden art. Rugs. 
Lamps. Stain glass.  Sofas.  Bed.  Linens.  

Dinnerware etc.  BY APPOINMENT ONLY.  
MATTAPOISETT.  CALL SAM 

 (508)971-6048
  

--------------------------------------------------------
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Danforth, Anne H TR	 Luiz, Russell	 81 Aucoot Rd	 Mattapoisett	 05/21/2026	 1,150,000.00
Anne H Danforth RT	 Luiz, Erin M	 	 	 	    
 	 Brosnan, Erin M	 	 	 	    
Luiz, Russell	 Mattapoisett Offshore IV Ltd	 35 North St	 Mattapoisett	 05/21/2026	 1,545,000.00
Luiz, Erin M	 	 	 	 	     
Coquillette, Madeline	 Mccullough, Christian	 8 Channel St	 Mattapoisett	 05/22/2026	 1,375,000.00
 	 Mccullough, Jeanne	 	 	 	    
 	 Bichsel, Michael	 	 	 	    
 	 Bichsel, Heather H	

Real Estate Transactions
Buyer(s)	 Seller(s)	 Address	 City	 Date	 Price

See past listing on our website: www.wanderer.com

Mozart divertimento for winds and a Beethoven string 
quartet. The Buzzards Bay Swing Band will take the 
stage on Friday, July 17 with “Music from the Movies.” 
The Saturday evening (July 18) concert will be chamber 
ensembles performing works by Françaix, Dohnanyi and 
Franck. Sunday afternoon’s (July 19) concert will begin 
with a Beethoven overture and end with a Beethoven 
Symphony. There will also be a Mozart French horn 
concerto performed by the legendary horn soloist James 
Thatcher. Start times for the evening concerts is 7:30 pm. 
The Sunday afternoon concert is at 2:00 pm. Please visit 
www.buzzardsbaymusicfest.com/ for more detailed 
information.

Elizabeth Taber Library Seeks Community Feedback
	 The Elizabeth Taber Library is completing a 
new strategic plan and wants to hear from community 
members. The Library’s last strategic plan was completed 
in 2021 and largely responded to the needs of the 
community identified during COVID.
	 “Community feedback for our last strategic 
plan led directly to the library renovation project that 
was completed in 2025,” said Library Director Elizabeth 
Sherry. “The feedback received on this survey will guide 
the library’s programs, services, collections, and space 
through 2031.”
	 The brief survey is available at 
elizabethtaberlibrary.org/survey and will be open 
through mid-May. Staff can also connect you with the 
survey in-person at the Library, located at 8 Spring St. in 
Marion.
	 “If you don’t use the Elizabeth Taber Library, or 
prefer to use other libraries in the Tri-Town, we’d love 
to hear from you as well,” said Macy Kinney, children’s 
librarian. “We serve the entire community and believe 
the Library can offer something for everyone. We want to 
know what would bring non-users into the Library.”
	 The Elizabeth Taber Library has seen increased 
circulation, visitation, and program attendance since the 
completion of the Library’s renovation project a year 
ago. Additionally, the Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners has compiled data revealing that in 
times of economic hardship, Library attendance in the 
state of Massachusetts increases by 32.4% and circulation 
increases by 12.5%.

	 “With affordability front and center in local and 
national conversations, we’re looking ahead to see how 
we can meet the needs of Marion and the Tri-Town in our 
next strategic plan,” said Adult Services Librarian, Emily 
Newell.
	 For further information contact Library Director 
Elizabeth Sherry: esherry@sailsinc.org or 508-748-1252.

Ruta Sepetys to Speak in Mattapoisett
	 The Mattapoisett Free Public Library will 
welcome international bestselling author Ruta Sepetys for 
a special keynote event on Thursday, June 11 at 6:00 pm at 
the historic Mattapoisett Congregational Church.
	 Sepetys, acclaimed author of Salt to the Sea and 
other internationally recognized works of historical 
fiction, will speak about her writing, research process, and 
her highly anticipated new novel, A Fortune of Sand.
	 To celebrate the occasion, the first 100 registered 
attendees will receive a free copy of A Fortune of Sand. 
Registration is not required to attend the event but is 
required to be eligible for a free book. Books will be 
distributed at the event while supplies last, and attendees 
must be present to receive a copy.
	 This special evening will take place at the 
Mattapoisett Congregational Church, allowing the library 
to welcome a larger audience for what is expected to be a 
well-attended community event.
	 The program is free and open to all. Seating is first 
come, first served.
	 For more information and to register, visit: 
mattapoisettlibrary.org.
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Local Tides
				    High		  Low	
	 Day		  Date	 a.m.	 p.m.	 a.m.	 p.m.

Phases 
of the 
Moon

New Moon	 June 15th
First Quarter	 June 21st
Full Moon	 June 29th
Last Quarter 	 July 7th

off the mark 		  by Mark Parisi
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I Found the Aardvark!
	 Each week, hidden somewhere in the pages of The Wanderer is a tiny drawing of an aardvark. The little guy you are looking for 
looks exactly like the one pictured above (but don’t put down this page as your answer, there’s another one hidden somewhere in 
this issue).
	 Once you find the aardvark you can submit your answer on line and if you are right you will get Aardvark Points! You can 
then use these points to get cool Aardvark Prizes! 

To enter visit:  www.wanderer.com and Click on  I Found the Aardvark
In the June 4, 2026 edition the Aardvark was on page 11

CROSSWORD SOLUTION

Su
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PUZZLE
ANSWERS 

Thursday	 June 11	 4:50	 5:22	 10:31	 11:52
Friday	 June 12	 5:53	 6:22	 11:25	
Saturday	 June 13	 6:53	 7:18	 12:46	 12:18
Sunday	 June 14	 7:48	 8:13	 1:42	 1:11
Monday	 June 15	 8:42	 9:07	 2:40	 2:08
Tuesday	 June 16	 9:36	 10:01	 3:38	 3:06
Wednesday	June 17	 10:30	 10:55	 4:30	 4:03
Thursday	 June 18	 11:25	 11:49	 5:19	 4:59
Friday	 June 19		  12:21	 6:06	 5:56
Saturday	 June 20	 12:44	 1:18	 6:57	 7:06
Sunday	 June 21	 1:38	 2:13	 7:50	 8:43
Monday	 June 22	 2:31	 3:06	 8:39	 10:00
Tuesday	 June 23	 3:24	 4:02	 9:22	 10:55
Wednesday	June 24	 4:21	 4:59	 10:03	 11:38
Thursday	 June 25	 5:20	 5:54	 10:45	
Friday	 June 26	 6:15	 6:43	 12:14	 11:28
Saturday	 June 27	 7:03	 7:26	 12:49	 12:11
Sunday	 June 28	 7:45	 8:06	 1:27	 12:55
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