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We want to hear from you and include your photos & ideas in The Wanderer - stay in touch!
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send Letters to the Editor to 
news@wanderer.com, include your name 
and phone number for verification. 
The Wanderer does not run unsigned 
letters. Deadline is Tuesday at 10am
DISPLAY ADVERTISING
Contact our office at 508-758-9055 for 
questions about Display Advertising. More 
details can also be found on our website 
www.wanderer.com in the Frequently Asked 
Questions. Deadline is Friday at 3pm

CLASSIFIED & LEGAL ADVERTISING
Classifieds can be placed through our 
website www.wanderer.com or in our office 
at 55 County Road in Mattapoisett. For 
more informtion contact us at 508-758-9055 
or email office@wanderer.com
Deadline is Tuesday at 10am
Legal Advertisements can be placed in our 
office at 55 County Road in Mattapoisett. 
For more informtion contact us at 508-758-
9055 or email office@wanderer.com
Deadline is Tuesday at 10am

PHOTOS & STORY IDEAS
Please send photos and story ideas to 
news@wanderer.com
NEWS & PRESS RELEASES
Send completed press releases with 
date, time, location, and phone number to 
news@wanderer.com
Deadline is Tuesday at 10am
OBITUARIES
There is no cost to run an obituary.
Send to office@wanderer.com, for 
questions call 508-758-9055 

On the Cover: This year’s Groundhog Day Cover Contest 
winner was Michael Gow of Mattapoisett! Michael received the 
most online votes for their rendition of a groundhog emerging 
on February 2 in search of a shadow. See all the entires on page 
23 and in our photo gallery on www.wanderer.com

Giant Spruce Taken Down
By Mick Colageo

 There was momentary doubt as to the nature of 
that giant tree taken down on Tuesday between Elizabeth 
Taber Library and Sippican Elementary School, but there 
was no disagreement that its time had run out.
 “It’s not dead ... but it’s so compromised. ... In a 
big storm, a limb could fall down,” said Parks and Tree 
Committee Chair Margie Baldwin. “There’s a hawk that 
likes to sit up in the top there, it’s very sad.”
 As wet snow fell on Marion Tuesday morning, 
Harry Harmon was alone at the top of the tree. The 
Nadeau Tree employee surveyed, strapped and chain-
sawed his way down from what he estimated was an 
85-foot-tall Norway Spruce (Picea rubens.) Harmon 
worked in tandem with a large crane to remove giant 
sections that crew member Mason Shea figured could 
weigh north of 2,000 pounds. Together with Shayne 
Bradford and Duel Branco, the crew had the entire tree 
down before noon.
 While pine trees’ needles are clustered in groups, 
a pulvinus on a spruce tree holds but one needle. In any 
case, all the needles fell to the ground on Tuesday.
 Concern had recently been realized after local 
landscaper Steve Gonsalves began noticing unusual 
droppings from the tree. When he found a section of 
bark that felt like it had no backing support, he knew 
it was time to call in the professionals for a closer look. 
According to a press release sent out Monday by the 
Town of Marion, the evaluation by Bartlett Tree Experts 
determined “that the tree had been struck by lightning, 
was severely compromised and needed to be removed 
due to the possibility that it could fall, especially during a 
weather event.”
 Joining Gonsalves on the sidelines as the tree 
came down, Marion Tree Warden Lee Gunschel paid extra 
attention to major sections as they were transported from 
the crane to small equipment on the ground and stacked 
out near Spring Street. Two notable pieces were found to 

be rotting from within, but much of the wood remains 
usable.
 Baldwin said, based on memories shared by 
people in their 60s and 70s, the tree must have been 
“at least 100 years old.” At her request, 3 feet of the 
oval-shaped stump, measuring 4 1/2 feet long, was left 
standing. Gonsalves studied the three rings inside and 
estimated the tree’s age at 135-140 years.
 Since 2009, the tree had brought shade to a 
Children’s Memorial Reading Garden honoring the 
lives of former Sippican School students Cory Jackson, 
Andrew Rego, Marques Sylvia and Alexis Wisner. 
Gonsalves played a key role in the installation of the 
garden designed by landscape architect Susannah Davis 
with support from the late, former Sippican Principal 
Mary Lou Hobson. He plans to reprise his role with wood 
collected from the tree.
 “We’ve tried to be sensitive to the four families. 
The hope is to replant four trees in honor of each family,” 
said Baldwin. The plan, she explained, is to save some of 
the wood and use it to make a bench and for students to 
construct birdhouses.
 “It’s used, the kids play under there,” said 
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Baldwin, alluding to the colored stones under the tree 
where children had painted them. Come springtime, 
the Parks and Tree Committee hopes to involve the four 
families and current Sippican students as the memorial 
garden is rededicated.
 “We know that this tree and its position as part of 
the memorial garden is an important part of our town and 
is recognizable by many; however, we must put safety 
first,” said Interim Town Administrator Judy Mooney 
in the Marion press release. “The town will support the 
Parks and Tree Committee as it makes plans to replace the 
tree so that the area can continue to be meaningful and 
honor the young lives that were lost.”
(See photos on page 34)

The Stillness Within
The Poet’s Corner

By Hope Bradley Finley
Listen, listen Dear, within yourself.
Listen to the stillness.
Listen to the peace and quiet.
No more hurry,
No more worry,
No more stress,
No more strain.
Know that you are loved and lovable,
No matter what you have done.
Find the love that is your essence and your heritage.
The love of God,
That is there for you now, today.
And for all the days of your life.
Listen and be grateful.

 Editor’s Note: Hope Bradley Finley passed away on 
January 13 at age 95. The Mattapoisett resident was thrilled to 
have The Wanderer publish her poems and essays, something 
we will continue to do this winter.

Beauty through a Lens
By Emily and Marilou Newell

 On January 30, a breath of fresh air blew through 
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Did your insurance company tell you to 
use a repair shop you don’t know?
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any licensed & bonded auto body repair shop. 
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Family Owned Since 1978

the Mattapoisett Free Public Library when Richard Van 
Inwegen gave a presentation on the style of photography 
he enjoys pursuing and enjoys sharing with the public: 
primarily nature and the great outdoors.
 That hasn’t always been the case. As a young 
boy, Van Inwegen would find himself taking accident-
scene photographs for the local newspaper in the small 
town where he was raised. “I’ve been taking pictures as 
long as I can remember,” he told us. After a long career in 
pharmaceutical research and development, Van Inwegen 
now makes his home in Mattapoisett, a place with endless 
opportunities to see natural wonders on a daily basis.
 During his presentation, Van Inwegen stated 
that the most important tool one possesses is the brain. 
Imagining what a finished photograph would look like 
as he looks through the lens, he tells his students to, “See 
the subject.” Like a coach, he said, “If you’re not making 
mistakes, you’re not doing anything,” and that knowledge 
of one’s camera and its capabilities will enhance the 
composition being sought.  
 The best light, he cautions, is not necessarily 
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apparent on the first choice. Van Inwegen said to 
“work and rework the scene from multiple angles.” He 
suggested that by becoming familiar with the place one 
intends to shoot – even going so far as working with a 
local guide or, put another way, “Use a local as a guide.”
 Van Inwegen is not a commercial photographer 
in spite of his early experience taking photographs filled 
with the serious side of life, death and accidents. He seeks 
out beautiful locations and subject matter for his own 
pleasure. “It’s for my use.”
 Taking photographs while on vacation brings Van 
Inwegen joy. While traveling, he said being lucky, being in 
the right place at the right time is critical, but sometimes 
you, “… just get what you get.”
 To enjoy the experience of travel photography, 
he thought people should remember, “These are your 
memories, your stories, your photographs.”
 The photographer also gives back to the world 
he inhabits. For years, Van Inwegen has been the 
photographer for the New Bedford Symphony and has 
given his time and talent to the Boston Marathon medical 
team as well as the medical team for the Falmouth Road 
Race.
 Van Inwegen said that it is a myth that to take 
good photos you need an expensive camera, further 
encouraging the average person to take up photography 
as he now has as a hobby. But probably the most 
important bit of advice he imparted was, “If you want 
to be a better photographer, stand in front of more 
interesting stuff.”
 Now on view in the library’s reading room are 
examples of Van Inwegen’s works where you’ll see how 
he has used computer programs to create real works of 
art.

Bird Watching the Tufted Titmouse
By George B. Emmons

 The Titmouse is a familiar songbird with its 
hallmark crest on its head found everywhere in the south 
shore of Buzzards Bay. It is no bigger than the similar 
Chickadee in anatomy and behavior. Both are very 
selective at not eating directly at a bird feeder but instead 
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Business Insurance
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24 Center Street 
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Delivering to Greater New Bedford and Wareham Area
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508-322-9924

carrying their food away from where they found it to 
another place where they can leisurely pick through it 
looking for an edible size and nutritional content to their 
own taste and liking.
 In distinctive appearance and small size, they 
are easily identified in a blending of gray and brown 
appearance (as in my illustration) with the male being 
darker and more profoundly colored than the female, 
being camouflaged with earth-tone shades not too easily 
identified while sitting on her nest.
 Artwork of both male and female is easily 
clarified by naturalist experts in reproduction of mated 
pairs.
 Both parents have learned to selectively 

reproduce with four or five eggs and not to begin 
incubating until the last is laid so that all will begin finally 
hatching at the very same time, develop and mature 
effectively and adapt to their environment.
 My mission of bird reporting is to acknowledge 
examples of Darwin’s formula for inner habits for 
survival of the species.
 We all know that conditions of the natural world 
are daily developing into a troubling climate change with 
a virus pandemic that may also have an effect on the 
natural conditions of planet earth; we don’t know much 
about affecting many different species of birds.
 My mission of documenting the obvious, daily 
change and effect of habitat is turning out to be a moving 
target to find remedial answers.
 My inspiration in writing and illustrating about 
bird watching of the Tufted Titmouse is to further reader 
understanding of wild bird behavior, no matter how small 
but before our very eyes and in our own backyards.

Town Counsel Announces Resignation
Rochester Select Board
By Marilou Newell

 On January 27, the Rochester Select Board 
convened primarily for a Tax Classification Hearing to 
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determine if a single tax rate would stay in place for FY23. 
After completing that work, the board heard from Blair 
Bailey, the town’s legal counselor for more than 20 years.
 Bailey said he was saddened to announce he 
would be withdrawing from the work of town counsel, 
citing increasing personal and professional demands on 
his time.
 The Select Board noted Bailey’s unlimited access, 
his willingness to take calls and work on issues over and 
above billable hours.
 “His are big shoes to fill,” said Select Board 
Chairman Woody Hartley, later emphasizing that Bailey’s 
institutional knowledge cannot be overstated as it has 
enhanced his work on behalf of the community and 
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24 Hour UL-Listed Monitoring Service
Security Systems • Fire Alarms

Closed Circuit Television • Card Access

the strong relationships he established over time with 
departmental heads, union negotiators and townspeople. 
Those sentiments were echoed during the meeting by 
board members Brad Morse and Paul Ciaburri.
 Bailey has also assisted the town in finding 
Mead, Talerman & Costa, LLC as a suitable replacement 
for services. The eastern-Massachusetts firm has offices 
in Millis, New Bedford and Newburyport. Town 
Administrator Glenn Cannon said that the group is 
experienced in municipal matters and that a meeting 
would be set up with the firm and Select Board to discuss 
a possible partnership.
 Cannon said with this change, the time is right for 
establishing guidelines for those boards and committees 
seeking legal guidance. Cannon will work with Morse 
to draft a document that sets up management of legal 
time used and will present to the full board on Monday, 
February 6. Hartley said in a follow-up that a new 
contract for legal services would set number of hours 
within a given timeframe, “This way we can track the 
hours.”
 Bailey’s personal relationship to the community 
will also be missed, but Cannon said two members of the 
New Bedford law firm are also Rochester residents.
 The board thanked Bailey for his service and 
commitment over the last two decades.
 Earlier in the meeting, the board met with 
Principal Assessor Karen Trudeau to review property 
values and tax rates. As found in other Tri-Town 
communities, the amount of taxable commercial and/
or personal property is a fraction of the taxable private 
property in the town. As such, Rochester, like Marion 
and Mattapoisett, has held to a single tax rate. The Select 
Board determined it remains in the best interest of the 
town to maintain a single rate.
 In her report, Trudeau stated that residential 
property in Rochester is valued at $1,145,956,316, 
commercial at $42,508,682, industrial $74,033,682 and 
personal property $65,445,200. Real estate and personal 
property total value is $1,327,962,080, she reported.
 The average single-family home stands at an 
assessed value of $521,872 with an average tax bill of 



February 2, 2023  The Wanderer 11www.wanderer.com

Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10-6 and Saturday 9-5, Sunday 9-4, Closed Monday
143 Fairhaven Road, Route 6, Mattapoisett • 508-758-8356 • 143market.com

Purveyors of fine quality 
meats, prepared meals, 

hot & cold deli offerings, 
produce and 

pantry staples.

Ask a butcher. 
Consult a chef.

~ Catering ~

~ Butcher ~

~ Deli ~

Kitchen closes for sandwiches and grill one hour before the Market closes.

From sandwich platters and appetizers to complete meals for a crowd 
and fresh made dessert.
We have you covered

House made deli meats with no chemicals and low to no salt.
Boar’s Head brand deli meats and cheeses

~ Sandwich Special ~

Boar’s Head Maple 
Honey Turkey   

$11.99 lb.

Boar’s Head Hot 
Capicola  

 $7.99 lb.

Boar’s Head VT 
Cheddar   

$7.99 lb.

Chicken Gyro 
$12.99

All natural hormone and antibiotic free beef, chicken and pork cut to order
Marinated meats, fresh ground burger and more

Chicken Tenderloins  
$4.99 lb.

Tri Tip  
$13.99 lb.

Boneless Pork 
Chops   $5.99 lb.

~ Prepared Meal Special ~
Sundried Tomato 

Chicken w/linguine $10.99



12 The Wanderer  February 2, 2023 www.wanderer.com

Frank’s Small Engine Repair
25 Years of Experience

Repairs done to most brands of outdoor power equipment
Pick up and Delivery Available

Riding mowers, walk behind mowers, snow blowers, generator, etc.

Quality Repairs Done Right
Frank Viera Owner/Technician

Call Ahead 508-965-8134

We’re Back!
Tuesday-Thursday 12-8 

Friday and Saturday 12-9
 Sunday 12-8    Monday Closed 

565 Rounseville Rd, Rochester 508-763-8544

Restaurant • Catering • Bar

This Weekend’s Special
Korean Short Ribs with 

Jasmine Rice $22.99

New
Hours

Senior
Discount
10% Off

Tues
12-4pm

$6,194. The board voted to keep a single tax rate. A 
printout of the entire Assessors valuation is available 
from the Assessor’s office.
 The board also reviewed a letter drafted 
by Cannon to the Massachusetts Department of 
Environment Protection regarding the agency’s plan to 
decrease nitrogen discharge into wetlands and other 
environmental sensitive areas such as the Mattapoisett 
River Valley by requiring new septic systems that use 
new technology for neutralizing nitrogen and the impact 
on Rochester.
 Hartley said he recently attended a conference 
on the matter and that the lieutenant governor was also 
involved in helping cities and towns impacted by the 

proposed new regulations.
 Before adjournment, Hartley urged the public 
to familiarize themselves with the proposed Rochester 
Community Electricity Program. Details of the program 
can be found on the town’s website, townofrochestermass.
com, and include the following statement, “Rochester 
Community Electricity (RCE) is a program offered by 
the Town of Rochester to provide new electricity supply 
options and more renewable energy to Rochester residents 
and businesses. … Rochester Community Electricity does 
not replace Eversource as our electric utility. The utility 
continues to deliver electricity, repair outages and manage 
all billing. The program offers alternatives for the Supply 
portion of your bill.”
 On the Rochester Community Electricity website, 
electricity.townofrochestermass.com, residents can learn 
more details about the program and follow the program 
development timeline. There is also a form to get in touch 
with the program organizers and offer feedback.
  Before program launch, the Town of Rochester 
will conduct an extensive public outreach and education 
campaign to ensure that the community is aware of the 
program.
 The next meeting of the Rochester Select Board 
is scheduled for Monday, February 6, at 6:00 pm at Town 
Hall, also accessible live via Zoom.

Fire, Police Present Wish Lists
Mattapoisett Capital Planning Committee

By Marilou Newell
 Mattapoisett may be a small, seacoast community, 
but when it comes to the safety and protection of its 
citizens, that takes dollars and cents. On January 30, 
the Mattapoisett Capital Planning Committee, led by 
Chairman Chuck McCullough, met with Fire Chief 
Andrew Murray and Police Chief Jason King to discuss 
FY24 capital needs.
 Committee member Mike Dahill was given the 
floor to explore the short list of needs the Fire Department 
is requesting. For FY24, only one line item appears, a new 
sport-utility vehicle for the chief.
 Murray explained that the vehicle he currently 
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Animal Advice
Jay Gould, DVM

You can contact Dr. Gould at 508-758-6400 or 
visit our website at MattapoisettAH.com

My dog was in the garage with me as I was 
changing the anti-freeze in my car. He sniffed 
the old antifreeze and was going to drink it. I 
stopped him. Would it make him sick?

Antifreeze (ethylene Glycol) has a sweet 
smell that is, unfortunately, attractive to 
dogs. It can cause kidney failure if the 
dog is not treated within 4-6 hours after 
consuming the poison. If you see your 
dog or cat drinking antifreeze, take him 
to your veterinarian immediately. 

uses has a yet-unsolved issue - it simply shuts down. He 
said that during a response the SUV quit in the roadway, 
requiring the fire engine to go around it. In spite of the 
problem, Murray said he wants to keep the 2016 SUV 
for local travel and for travel to training academies with 
recruits. The wisdom of keeping of malfunctioning SUV 
was questioned by Dahill and member Bob Burgmann, 
who said, “Maybe it’s time to get rid of it, it could die on 
the way to Stow.”
 Dahill asked Murray to help the committee in the 
collection of data that will be used to better understand 
the lifecycle of municipal vehicles and the need to add 
to the fleet by completing a form being used by the 
committee for study purposes. “If we get the data, it may 
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help to understand your needs better,” he said.
 Cost for a new SUV was estimated at $55,000 from 
free cash. It was also noted the lead times for receiving 
vehicles remains problematic.
 Regarding the new fire engine currently under 
construction for the town, Murray said that final 
inspection in the Buffalo suburb of Hamburg, New York, 
would take place on February 15. He said that after 
that, the engine will be fitted with equipment and that 
training will also be part of the process of getting the new 
emergency vehicle into service sometime in early spring.
 Looking further down the fiscal road, FY25 
lists $6,800 for a replacement pump for the Forestry 
vehicle, $11,000 for new helmets and $18,000 for hose 
replacements (grants to be sought) all from free cash. 
Further still is a FY28 replacement of Engine 2 for 
$600,000.
 Engine 2, planned for replacement, is a 1989 
workhorse with 45,000 miles clocked in. Murray said it 
received some refurbishment six years ago.
 Two line items on the Fire Department 
spreadsheet are for discussions on the possibility of 
purchasing a ladder truck and a tanker truck. Murray said 
most fire departments have a ladder truck, not so much 
to reach high locations but for lateral reach. He reflected 
on the boatyard fire, saying a ladder truck from another 
community was used as well as tanker trucks in mutual 
aid.
 Town Administrator Mike Lorenco said current 
bylaws prohibit building structures higher than 30 
feet. A bylaw change would be required to modify that 
height restriction, but taller buildings would make it 
more compelling to look at a ladder truck. Ladder truck 
estimates are $1,700,000 and tankers approximately 
$450,000.
 The total FY24 request from the Fire Department 
is $55,000, FY25 $35,800 and FY26 $358,000.
 Police Chief Jason King presented a narrative that 
shed light on the work of the department. In 2022 there 
were 7,539 calls for service, 736 ambulance runs, 108 calls 
for ambulance mutual aid, 1,246 motor-vehicle violations 
and 78 arrests. The department is staffed by 18 full-time 
officers with three vacancies. King said the department is 
currently undergoing accreditation.
 Regarding rapid response, King said that the 
Live911 system is in process. This system allows 911 calls 
to go directly to cruisers in the area.
 Turning to fiscal matters, King shared that the 
Police Department has received a grant for Live911 laptop 
computers and $61,534 for 911 training and medical 
dispatching. Grants for body-worn cameras and body-
armor vests totaling $95,000 have been received. The 
department also received an unspecified grant for new 
automated external defibrillators.
 The department’s FY24 capital needs list contains 
one line item for $55,000 for a new police cruiser. In 
FY25, the list currently contains $113,200 for two new 
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cruisers, $310,000 for a canopy solar voltaic station over 
the parking lot to produce power for the station (grant 
monies will be sought) and $50,000 for radio consoles 
from ARPA funds.
 There was also discussion regarding the need of a 
utility-task vehicle (UTV) for off-road search and rescue. 
In a follow-up, Lorenco said a grant request to a private 
agency was submitted for $20,000 for an UTV. He noted 
that a UTV would be helpful, especially for conservation 
lands and the bike path.
 Lorenco also shared that cost estimates for the 
installation of new flooring in part of the Police Station 
have been high. That problem was solved when police 
officers, along with King, took it upon themselves to do 
the repair work at no cost to the town.
 The next meeting of the Mattapoisett Capital 
Planning Committee is scheduled for Monday, February 
6, at 5:30 pm.

FinCom Gets First Look at Budget
Rochester Finance Committee

By Michael J. DeCicco
 The Rochester Finance Committee started its 
review of the proposed town budget for FY24 Monday 
and revealed a lot about some of the changes behind the 
accounting numbers.
 Committee Chairman Kris Stoltenberg began the 
meeting by asking Town Administrator Glenn Cannon 
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for an overview of what to expect for the FY24 budget 
that will be proposed at the spring Annual Town Meeting. 
Cannon responded that Rochester overall is in pretty 
good shape financially without significant changes.
 But as the board reviewed the town’s preliminary 
budget figures one line item at a time, surprises did arise. 
Finance Director Suzanne Szyndlar said the Highway 
Department needs a new full-time mechanic. The Fire 
Department is looking for a second, full-time firefighter. 
The Council on Aging wants a full-time custodian and to 
cut back on its nighttime-services contract.
 For those reasons, the Finance Committee did not 
vote on the preliminary numbers for these accounts. They 
focused instead on approving the “fixed costs” accounts.
 Along the way, Szyndlar revealed she will 

recommend that the new Personnel Board’s proposal 
to amend the town’s Personnel Bylaw be delayed until 
the Fall Town Meeting and be shelved from the Annual 
(spring) Town Meeting.
 Finance Committee member David Arancio said 
Personnel panel members want FinCom to meet with 
them over their plan to make paygrade increases across 
all town jobs more equitable.
 Szyndlar explained the town’s finances are not 
ready for those kinds of increases at this stage of the fiscal 
year. At the spring Town Meeting, the town will be able 
to offer normal “step” increases, she said, but not what 
a new bylaw would require. That’s why Szyndlar will 
request the new personnel bylaw plan be tabled in the 
spring.
 Next, Stoltenberg was surprised to see little 
money in the account for town counsel, and Cannon 
announced to him that Blair Bailey has resigned from that 
position effective February 24.
 “That’s the first I’ve heard this,” Stoltenberg said.
 “We are in negotiations to hire another firm,” 
Cannon explained.
 Szyndlar also revealed another budget change, 
yet to be fully calculated. The position of Zoning Board of 
Appeals administrative assistant is being upgraded from 
part-time to full-time, and that person will become the 
responsibility of the town administrator, not the Building 
Department.
 Arancio, who also serves as ZBA chairman, 
said this was a good idea because the prior Building 
Department administrator said most of her work time 
was spent on ZBA business. The previous holder of that 
position, Patrice Braz, resigned in December of 2022 to 
take a job in the private sector.
 In other action, the committee reorganized. 
Stoltenberg was reaffirmed as chair. Anthony Ruocco 
became vice chair and Arancio was made secretary.
 The FinCom concluded it could wait a few weeks 
to reconvene in order to leave time for more budget 
numbers to come in. Its next meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, February 27, at 7:00 pm in the Town Hall 
conference room, 1 Constitution Way.
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Grant Applications Reviewed
Mattapoisett Community Preservation Act Committee

By Marilou Newell
 Mattapoisett’s Community Preservation 
Act Committee met on January 31 to interview three 
applicants for CPA grant funding. These three groups 
were given the opportunity to present their requests, 
submit additional documentation and address questions 
poised to them by the committee in advance of the 
presentations.
 The Mattapoisett Christian Church, better 
known as the Mattapoisett Museum, came before the 
committee requesting $47,598 for exterior repairs to the 
building facing Church Street. Speaking on behalf of the 
application were Historical Society trustees Jack Hill and 
Doug Schneider. Schneider gave a brief history of the 
relationship between the Historical Society, the Christian 
Church and the museum.
 Schneider said that the church benefited from a 
trust given to them on the passing of Edward Faunce in 
the 1950s. The purpose of the trust was to provide funds 
for the continuation of the church and the building.
 At the same time, the Historical Society was 
looking for a place to keep their growing collection. They 
would contract to lease the church and build the carriage 
house. The lease was $1 for the building and another $1 
for the structure. In the early 1980s, a 99-year lease was 
drafted between the Historical Society and the church 

for the same sums. The church would have control of the 
church space and the society of the carriage house.
 Fast forward to 2023: The exterior clapboards are 
deteriorating on the west side of the structure, a portion 
of the roof needs repair and railings need to be installed. 
 The Mattapoisett Historical Commission, not 
to be confused with the Historical Society (a private 
entity), is requesting $15,000 to continue their work on 
performing an independent survey of historic structures, 
features and spaces in the community.
 Historical Commission Chairperson Rachel 
McGourthy said that a grant awarded at Town Meeting 
last year began the process of securing a consultant in the 
area of historic surveys, a primary responsibility for local 
commission as charged by the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission.
 McGourthy said that a matching grant was being 
requested for the MHC, bringing the full sum to $30,000, 
which will allow the consultant to complete the survey. In 
all, she said it was a three-year process.
 The commission has been working with 
Christopher Skully (formerly of the MHC), their 
consultant in identifying structures and features in the 
community. She said that 92 high-priority structures 
and features have been identified and heretofore have 
not been listed on the MHC’s older surveys. One such 
structure was Town Hall, and spaces such as the Holy 
Ghost Grounds and Homestead Court would now be 
placed on the list.
 There was a cautionary note, however, when 
McGourthy said that structures being placed on the 
town’s register and archived by the state did not protect it 
from demolition.
 Also coming before the CPA was Ray Andrews 
and Richard Langoff of the American Legion Post and 
Veteran’s Agent Chris Gerrior, requesting $40,000 for 
ADA-compliant repairs for the Legion hall. Gerrior said 
of the history of the building that it began life in 1867 as 
the Pine Island School and was later sold and moved to 
its current location at the intersection of Depot Street and 
Railroad Avenue.
 Andrews said that the members had searched for 
other funding sources but found the majority of veteran-
related grants were in support of food, housing and 
medical programs.
 Regarding local schools, Andrews said that Old 
Colony and Upper Cape regional vocational-technical 
high schools may both be sources for free construction 
services.
 After all applications have been thoroughly 
vetted, the committee will rank the requests, giving 
support where they deem the applicants have adequately 
supported their need for financial assistance.
 The Mattapoisett Community Preservation Act 
Committee will continue the interview process of grant 
applicants on Tuesday, February 13, at 5:30 pm.
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Murphy Denied Expansion Permits
Rochester Zoning Board of Appeals

Marilou Newell
 For decades, Murphy’s Auto Salvage has been 
doing business on County Road in Rochester. On January 
26, the Rochester Zoning Board of Appeals heard from 
abutters how difficult it is to live next to the salvage 
business. The abutters were seeking denial of two special 
permits requested by Murphy to expand his trucking 
business and establish another enterprise on contiguous 
property.
 Appeal Number 1185, filed by Matt Dessert on 
behalf of Robert Murphy, was reopened for property 
located at 19 County Road. One Special Permit would 
be for the operation of a three-person trucking business 
in the Agriculture/Residential district, while a second 
application listed the construction of an 80x204-foot metal 
building with 10 bays for both commercial rental and 
personal storage, covering 16,320 square feet. In the end, 
the ZBA’s decision was weighted based on whether or not 
the application was “harmonious” with the bylaws.
 Attorney Jordan Rodrigues, representing 
Murphy, detailed plans to run a small, three-person 
trucking business from the new building and to construct 
a building 16 times larger than allowed by existing 
bylaws in an Agricultural/Residential district. He said 
that the trucking business would not be disruptive to 
the neighborhood, as a truck or two would leave in the 
morning and return at the end of the day. No all-day 
traffic in and out of the property was planned. He further 
stated that the proposed structure meets all setback 
requirements.
 Rodrigues also stated that the building, while 
planned to have three bays for commercial rental and 
seven bays for business and personal use, would also 
help to control salvaged materials currently being stored 
on the property and nearby adjacent salvage areas. 
Regarding the structure itself, Rodrigues said it was in 
keeping with other large buildings used for commercial 
or municipal activities such as the town barn.
 Representing the abutters was Attorney Michael 
Kenefick saying of the petition, “It got worse since the 

last time!” He said, with the addition of a three-person 
trucking business, there would even be more loud noises 
than currently being heard by abutters, that it was in 
violation of bylaws and that the plan, “is so vague … not 
an articulated plan.” Kenefick commented on the noise 
the abutters would have to endure and that the proposal 
would negatively impact property values.
 Abutters rose to speak against the project.
 Vincent Barboza, 15 County Road, said, “What’s 
in the backyard is salvage, some is my uncle’s stuff, pieces 
of junk aren’t going into the garage … there’s a lot of 
noise seven days a week.”
 Amy Bennett, 9 County Road, added, “There are 
a number of infractions already, over 30 wrecked vehicles, 
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five race cars … neighbors are coming here today to stop 
this.” She agreed that property values would drop with 
the large building and business proposed, that the safety 
of children and pets would be in jeopardy and that, “the 
bylaws are to maintain the rural nature we love of the 
town.”
 Suren Parajuly, Mary’s Pond Road, complained 
about stockpiles of sand and gravel and said that the 
vibrations and shaking from heavy equipment was akin to 
“an earthquake.”
 Rodrigues was given the opportunity to rebut 
comments against the petition. He said that sand and 
gravel was brought to the site to level the property, that 
no trees were removed from the County Road area, that 
Murphy had a valid business certificate and that the 
Agricultural/Residential district allows for businesses run 
from a home.
 The public hearing was closed and ZBA members 
discussed the issues they considered pertinent: Namely, 
did the project meet the bylaws’ expectations? Member 
Richard Cutler stated the size of the building placed it in 
a commercial category and that the location is not in the 
commercial district. Cutler also added that back when the 
salvage business was granted permission to operate, it 
was to have been “for agricultural and personal use.”
 Member Davis Sullivan said, “It could hold a 
hundred cars, it’s over the top for a residential area.” 
Sullivan also stated that testimony regarding noise was 

substantial and that people should be allowed the “quiet 
enjoyment” of their property.
 Vice Chairman Tom Flynn wondered aloud, “Is it 
in harmony … we’ve been respectful in allowing people 
to use their property, but … houses go where houses go 
and business where business goes.”
 Both petitions were defeated unanimously; the 
decision may be appealed in the following 20 days.
 Also heard was a Special Permit petition filed by 
JPF Development LLC, 9 through 25 Cranberry Highway, 
for the construction of a commercial self-storage facility 
located in the industrial zone. The request was approved.
 The next meeting of the Rochester Zoning Board 
of Appeals was not announced upon adjournment.

Long Wharf Plans Still Pending
Mattapoisett Marine Advisory Board

By Marilou Newell
 The January 26 meeting of the Mattapoisett 
Marine Advisory Board found the members once again 
hearing that final construction plans are still pending for 
Long Wharf.
 A previous joint meeting with the town’s 
consultant, Childs Engineering, and the Select Board 
sent Childs on a mission to obtain more material-cost 
estimates, primarily for stone, as well as the prospect 
of performing more testing on the existing structure to 
determine the condition and materials used on the overall 
foundation.
 On this night, MAB Chairman Carlos DeSousa 
said that cost estimates could not be pinned down using 
conceptual designs, a basic concept of what the work 
might entail. Rather, a schematic design for such finite 
estimating was needed, a stage the project is far from at 
this point in time.
 The condition and materials currently in place in 
the foundation remain an unsolved mystery. DeSousa said 
that in order to perform sufficient test borings, a Request 
for Quotation would necessarily be posted and that 
Childs could assist with that. For now, “there’s a delay on 
a final decision.” DeSousa said a suggestion brought to 
his attention that promoted a design he considers more 
marina-like in scope is not appropriate for the historic-
wharf configuration.
 Regarding the reuse of stones that will be 
removed during construction, DeSousa said it was 
hard to determine just how much stone was in play, but 
Harbormaster Jamie McIntosh was attempting to find a 
local source for future reference.
 Town Administrator Mike Lorenco said that there 
was some information from test borings completed by 
Field Engineering a few years ago that was provided to 
Childs earlier in the process, but that Childs had yet to 
comment.
 Before moving on to other business, DeSousa 
said, “There’s no payback from fixing the wharf.” The 
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construction cost is estimated to be in the $8,000,000 to 
$10,000,000 range.
 McIntosh reported that he is working with 
Lorenco to secure additional funding from unexpended 
warrant articles to pay for dredging work. He said that 
because the spoils from the operation must go into a 
specialized transfer station, additional costs will be 
incurred. Timing for executing the work is also pending, 
given that regulatory agencies won’t allow work to 
commence during winter flounder season.
 McIntosh also reported that regular maintenance 
of all wharves needs to be ongoing in spite of any larger 
construction project pending. “We have to maintain the 
wharves.” Repairs include eight new and/or replacement 
pilings at Barstow Wharf.
 A summer event is in the planning, McIntosh 
stated, when the sailing vessel Arabella takes its maiden 
voyage around Mattapoisett Harbor. He said he had 
been working with the boat builder and his team on 
the logistics and that a small festival is also planned in 
Shipyard Park. A June 17 launch date is planned.
 The next meeting of the Mattapoisett Marine 
Advisory Board is scheduled for Thursday, February 23, 
at 7:00 pm.

Visiting Engineer Shares Optimism
Marion Board of Health

By Mick Colageo
 Bob Silva of Septic Preservation Services visited 
the Marion Board of Health on January 19 to talk about 
denitrification technology in septic systems. He told the 
board that his company services all “advanced-treatment” 
units and is a distributor of Singulair advanced-treatment 
units.
 Acknowledging the unmatched expertise of 
George Heufelder, Silva asked why the board wanted to 
hear from him.
 Board member Dr. Ed Hoffer said it was due 
diligence on the town’s part to hear from different experts 
in the field, as one of many towns looking to advocate for 
homeowners.
 Silva said that 25 years ago, Hawaii passed the 

same essential law that MassDEP is trying to pass. Using 
that state’s failed experiment, Silva said the law has no 
power without the logistical underpinnings necessary to 
create compliance. It took a new training program over 
a number of years for Hawaii to, even in part, begin to 
make compliance attainable.
 “There are a whole range of problems that we 
have to overcome for that initiative to be successful,” he 
said of Massachusetts. “I hope that as we work through 
that whole comment section of the law and how they’re 
going to implement it ... from a cost perspective, I don’t 
think it’s going to be as bad as a lot of citizens think that 
it’s going to be.”
 For example, Silva said it remains unclear if 
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replacement of entire systems will be required.
 “I think, at the end of the day, what’s going to 
make sense is that they’re going to say, ‘No, you don’t 
have to replace the whole thing. Let’s go in and take the 
tank out, and let’s put the treatment tank in.’ So, yes, there 
is a cost, but hopefully they realize the whole system does 
not have to be replaced,” said Silva. “They’re still working 
through all of this.”
 In discussing septic technology, Silva compared 
bacteria to elves. “They love sugar,” he said, going on to 
explain that new systems require biological augmentation 
to feed the billions of spores that enter from the 
surrounding air.
 “Operationally, what’s happening is the need 
to operate onsite systems is increasing faster than the 
industry can provide qualified operators. It’s a problem,” 
said Silva, who said the competing systems “are all the 
same. ... We’re competitors, but the bottom line is the 
onsite industry in Massachusetts is a $2,000,000,000-a-year 
industry. There’s more work than all of us can handle, so 
we don’t need to be jerks to each other. ... Biologically, this 
process really has not changed in 2,000 years.”
 Attending remotely, Maggie Fieldsteel of Marion 
referenced her own professional experience in septic 
technology and suggested the town make sure the new 
systems are properly tracked and maintained.
 The board members thanked Silva for sharing his 
experience.
 Asked by Finance Director/Interim Town 
Administrator Judy Mooney and Finance Committee 
Chairman Shay Assad, Health Director/Nurse 
Lori Desmarais told the board that she revised the 
department’s FY24 budget to be level funded in all areas 
except wages.
 Desmarais said she shifted some money from 
supplies to inspections and licensing. As of January 19, 
she was waiting on a budget figure from Rochester Health 
Director Karen Walega, the former Marion employee 
when the town and Rochester shared a joint district.
 Walega’s pension increased to $33,993, along with 
$1,000 for bookkeeping service, and Marion also sent 
$4,128 for Walega’s benefits, according to Desmarais. The 
budget line item increased roughly $5,000 to $19,561.
 Hoffer noted that the district still has over $10,000 
in a Santander Bank account. Desmarais agreed to revisit 
the matter with Mooney and potential discuss the matter 
with Rochester.
 The state Department of Environmental 
Protection Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup was addressed. 
Hoffer said that Hiller Oil had spilled some oil at 604 
Point Road and agreed to clean it up.
 In her report to the board, Desmarais said the 
town distributed 900 vaccines in 2022, including 582 flu 
shots and over 300 COVID-19 vaccinations.
 The next meeting of the Marion Board of Health 
was not scheduled upon adjournment.
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Ideological Conflict Simmers in JSC
ORR Joint School Committee/Superintendents Union #55

By Mick Colageo
 While the Old Rochester Joint School Committee/
Superintendents Union #55 met on January 19 to debate 
and vote the 2023-24 academic calendar, take several other 
votes and hear progress reports from Superintendent of 
Schools Mike Nelson, district-side committee member Joe 
Pires was once again at the center of a firestorm.
 Toward the end of the meeting, Pires used the 
Open Comment session to clarify controversial positions 
he has taken in matters related to inclusion.
 Classifying himself and his sons as minorities, 
Pires talked about feedback he has been receiving from his 

constituents, ultimately owning that concern culminating 
in a suggestion that some fellow committee members’ 
loyalties are questionable due to “biases” he said have 
been brought to his attention.
 “Everybody should have a fair shot and 
everybody should have a fair opportunity. I think 
that’s what equity is,” he said. “Everybody wants 
that opportunity to reach their full potential without 
the expense of not having another child given that 
opportunity.”
 With that, Pires asked Nelson to define the 
nature of the district’s relationship with Tri-Town Against 
Racism, the grassroots citizens group that was organized 
in 2020.
 “Is it a relationship, it is a partnership? I’m being 
asked that, and I really didn’t have a solid answer,” said 
Pires.
 Nelson said that Tri-Town Against Racism is not 
affiliated with ORR, despite the fact the two entities have 
partnered on “specific topics from time to time.”
 Pires also asked what data ORR shares with Tri-
Town Against Racism; Nelson said that neither data nor 
racial incidents are shared, noting that the organization’s 
activities are self-contained and not fed in any way by the 
school district.
 “We follow our ... committee approved policies 
and procedures regarding any type of incidents, and we 
do not share that information with anyone that we’re not 
obligated and legally supposed to,” said Nelson.
 Noting that some school committee members 
are also members of “this special-interest group,” Pires 
told the committee he is receiving feedback from his 
constituents that they are concerned that membership in 
Tri-Town Against Racism brings “biases” to the school 
committee.
 After district-side Chairperson Michelle Smith 
interrupted to say the comment session had gone off 
track, member Matthew Monteiro asked for a point of 
order. He stated that Pires’ comments were not the first 
time the committee has gotten into lengthy discussion on 
a subject not on the agenda or cleared by the chairperson. 
“It’s the same person and it needs to stop,” he said.
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 Public comment followed, and Marion resident 
Nate Stewart spoke to defend Pires against what he 
alleged was a vicious public attack on his character by 
another school-committee member. He furthermore asked 
the committee for the removal of Frances Kearns from the 
committee.
 Karen Thomas of Rochester also used her 
opportunity to defend Pires and committee member Anne 
Fernandes against what she called unfair treatment that 
casts doubt as to whether the committee members can 
work together.
 Kathleen Leclair of Mattapoisett aired her concern 
over substance use at school.
 Prior to open and public-comment sessions, the 
two sides of the JSC eked out an agreement of a 2023-
24 school calendar with two key revisions against what 
Nelson proposed: Friday, September 1, becomes a half day 
instead of no school, and March 29, 2024 (Good Friday), 
originally slated as a no-school day, becomes a full day of 
school.
 The Union #55 side voted 7-2 in favor of the 
revised calendar, while the District side voted 5-4 in favor.
 The 2023-24 school year will begin August 28-29 
for faculty only, with students beginning Wednesday, 
August 30. Teachers will begin with two professional-
development days. The calendar will include four part-
development days.
 Parent conferences in the elementary schools will 

occur October 19-20.
 Nelson intentionally scheduled the final full 
professional-development day for Tuesday, November 
7, freeing Old Hammondtown from having students 
in the school building during the voting day. SMEC, of 
which ORR is a member district, suggested the same for 
a regional emphasis. “I want to maintain that the safety 
of the students is the priority at Old Hammondtown 
School,” Nelson said.
 As for the holidays, Wednesday, November 22, 
will be an early-release day (changed from full day off), 
and Friday, December 22, will also be an early-release day 
with the Christmas week (25-29) off. Students will return 
to school on Tuesday, January 2. February vacation runs 



26 The Wanderer  February 2, 2023 www.wanderer.com

865 Ashley Blvd, New Bedford 508-998-3828

Why not a gift certificate 

in any denomination.

Sure to please!

Thinking of a Valentine surprise?

Do You Know...
IRS DOES NOT contact 
taxpayers by e-mail or 

telephone, IRS mails notices 
BEWARE THE SCAMS.

Taxes • Bookkeeping
Fully Computerized

Quick Books Professional Advisors

We Cater to the Small Business Person
with 50 Years Tax Preparation Experience

119 North Street • (508) 758-4430
Mattapoisett, MA • FAX (508) 758-4728

www.CT-Associates.net
NOW ACCEPTING MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Enrolled Agent and 
Registered Tax Preparers

19-23, and April vacation runs 15-19.
 If no cancelations are needed, Wednesday, 
June 12 (the 180th day) will be the last day of school. If 
cancelations extend five extra school days, Juneteenth 
(Wednesday, June 19) will be a no-school day, and the 
185th day would be June 20.
 When the JSC was asked for feedback 
culminating in a vote that Nelson openly hoped that both 
sides of the committee would arrive at agreement on the 
same calendar.
 It was pointed out that Rochester Memorial 
School has five more minutes per school day the 
Mattapoisett schools, the cumulative result being 15 more 
hours over the course of an entire academic year.
 Member Carly Lavin related feedback from a 
parental standpoint regarding the three off days at the 
start of the year and the choice of Wednesday for early-
release (professional development). After Monteiro 
advocated for a full day on September 1 to avoid an extra 
day at the end of the calendar, a lengthy discussion of the 
calendar ensued.
 Asked why ORR moved away from a full day of 
school on the Friday preceding Labor Day weekend, High 
School Principal Mike Devoll cited poor attendance and 
the fact that many staff members lived on the Cape Cod 
side of the bridge, posing a traffic nightmare getting home 
on that Friday.
 The Joint School Committee otherwise voted 

unanimously to approve: the Student Discipline 
Policy introduced in November 2022, Equal Education 
Opportunity, attendance-related and fiscal-management 
policies, the Superintendent’s Goals for 2022-24 and the 
Central Office employees’ benefits package.
 Last July, a scheduled evaluation brought 
a conclusion to Nelson’s two-year goals. The next 
evaluation cycle will conclude in July 2024. The 
Superintendent’s Goals subcommittee consists of Nichole 
Daniel, Fernandes, Sharon Hartley, Carly Lavin, Michelle 
Smith and Monteiro.
 In regards to the next two academic years 
(inclusive), Nelson proposed four leadership “Smart 
Goals” for 2022-24, including Student Learning 
(Teaching, Learning and Sense of Belonging), Educator 
Professional Practice (completion of Year 3 of the state’s 
New Superintendent Induction Program) and two 
District Improvement goals (Developing the 2023-28 Five 
Year Strategic Plan and Communication Enhancement 
Strategy.)
 The committee voted unanimously on both sides 
to approve the Superintendent’s Goals for 2022-24.
 At the end of the 2022-23 academic year, ORR’s 
Vision 2023 program will be completed.
 On January 19, Nelson introduced its successor, 
Planning for Success, a model developed by the state 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(DESE.) A three to five-year plan, the planning process 
includes six, three-hour sessions over two to three months 
with a shared foundation but customized to address the 
academic needs of each of the tri-towns.
 The full Planning team could number 25 to 35 
members from all areas of the school community, and a 
leadership team determined by the superintendent will 
develop and monitor annual action plans.
 Dr. Ruth C. Gilbert-Whitner, a longtime educator 
and who has been a mentor to Nelson, will serve as 
independent plan facilitator.
 The JSC began with an executive session.
 The next regular meeting of the Joint School 
Committee/Superintendents Union #55 is scheduled for 
Thursday, March 30, at 6:30 pm.
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News Submission Policy
 The Wanderer gladly accepts any and all news and 
press release items from local nonprofit organizations for 
publication on a weekly basis. The deadline for submission 
of news items is Monday at noon for publication in that 
week’s edition. Due to the increasing number of submissions, 
however, publication of press material is never guaranteed. The 
Wanderer will make every effort to publish timely news items 
and announcements as the subject warrants and as often as 
spacing allows. All press material must be submitted by email to 
news@wanderer.com and must be either in a text or Word file. 
We are not able to retype, correct or hunt down information to 
repair incomplete press releases, and we are not able to retype 
or reformat posters or bulleted lists that are not in readable 
paragraph form. We cannot accept any handwritten material or 
news items via telephone, no matter how brief.
 Photographs of area events and newsmakers are also 
accepted and encouraged. The Wanderer accepts well-lit and 
clearly defined photographs for publication provided that they 
include a brief summary of the event or subject. We cannot 
return photographs. Like news items, the deadline for photos 
is Monday at noon, and the publication of photographs is also 
subject to spacing constraints and cannot be guaranteed.
 All submitted copy is subject to alterations and/
or condensation as space allows at the editor’s discretion. 
All submissions become the property of The Wanderer and 
are assumed to be submitted for the purpose of publication. 
Submissions cannot be returned; therefore, please make sure to 
retain copies.
 Ideas for features, breaking news tips and other 
suggestions for the news department are welcome. Please call 
the News Editor with news tips and ideas at 508-758-9055. If it 
is after hours, please leave a message or email news@wanderer.
com.

Letters to the Editor
 The views expressed in the “Letters to the Editor” column are not 
necessarily those of The Wanderer, its staff or advertisers. The Wanderer will 
gladly accept any and all correspondence relating to timely and pertinent issues 
in the great Marion, Mattapoisett and Rochester area, provided they include the 
author’s name, address and phone number for verification. We cannot publish 
anonymous, unsigned or unconfirmed submissions. The Wanderer reserves the 
right to edit, condense and otherwise alter submissions for purposes of clarity 
and/or spacing considerations. The Wanderer may choose to not run letters 
that thank businesses, and The Wanderer has the right to edit letters to omit 
business names. The Wanderer also reserves the right to deny publication of any 
submitted correspondence.

To the Editor:
 After hearing Joe Pires speak at the end of the 
Joint School Committee meeting on 1/19 and reading his 
statement in the Facebook group, Tri-Town Buzz on 1/24, 
I feel compelled to respond.
 My name is Alison Noyce, I am a founding 
member and the president of Tri-Town against Racism 
(TTAR.)
 TTAR is not a special interest group. A special 
interest group is a group of people or an organization 
seeking or receiving special advantages, typically through 
political lobbying. TTAR is 501c3 registered nonprofit. We 
are a community group working hard to create a more 
inclusive community.
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 The mission of TTAR is: We seek to defend 
against racism within the community by providing 
education, promoting positive communication and 
listening to the voices of those affected. We foster an 
environment of inclusion and acceptance for all. We create 
an atmosphere of mutual understanding and respect to 
ensure that all community members are respected and 
valued.
 Joe Pires speaks as a minority. His experiences 
and the experience of his children are just that, the 
experiences of one family, told by one member of that 
family.
 Joe speaks of his kids’ experience with racism and 
said at the JSC meeting that it has “never affected them 
long term.” I sincerely hope that is the case for his family, 
but there are numerous studies showing that racism can 
have long term and lasting impact on a person’s mental 
and physical health.
 According to Academy of American Pediatrics, 
“Racism is a social determinant of health that has 
a profound impact on the health status of children, 
adolescents, emerging adults, and their families. Although 
progress has been made toward racial equality and equity, 
the evidence to support the continued negative impact 
of racism on health and well-being through implicit and 
explicit biases, institutional structures, and interpersonal 
relationships is clear.”
 Joe talked about raising his kids to be strong and 
confident, not to be vulnerable and not to be victims. 
If only protecting our kids from racism or the pain it 
causes were so simple. Confident, strong kids, who don’t 
see themselves as vulnerable or as victims can be hurt 
by racism. And what of the kid who is not confident or 
strong? Are they to blame for the racism they experience 
or the negative impact it has on them? Neither good 
parenting nor confident children can prevent our BIPOC 
kids from the harm caused by racism.
 Since TTAR began in April of 2020, we have been 
told numerous stories by BIPOC members of the Tri-Town 
about racism in our community. The experiences shared 
have been from OR alumni, current students and adult 
community members. This is why TTAR started and why 
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we continue work toward a community where everyone 
feels valued and included.
 Joe said, “There cannot be shaming, there can not 
be smearing, and certainly cannot be going after a family 
because a child made a mistake. The outcome should be 
positive on both sides.” He said it must be a win-win.
 Winning in racism? The victim of racism is never 
in a position of winning. You can create an outcome where 
a student who does or says something racist receives 
the benefit of education around the incident. And that 
is what TTAR advocates for. We care about all children, 
even when they say or do things that hurt their peers. We 
want to lead with compassion, care and the opportunity 
to learn and grow. But to indicate that a racist incident can 
lead to a win for the victim is preposterous, ignorant and 
dangerous.
 Also problematic is the statement, “When 
situations of racism occur, we should not condemn, we 
need to help everyone involved.” Actually, we absolutely 
always need to condemn racism. Every time. As stated 
above, how we respond to a student is another matter. 
Yes, we want what is best for all involved. But I am really 
struggling with a school committee member, who is a 
member of the Equity subcommittee that does not believe 
that racism should be condemned.
 Joe takes issue that a member of the school 
committee is also a part of TTAR. He considers it a 
conflict of interest. Aren’t school committee members 
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PUBLIC ACCESS
Comcast Channel 9
Verizon Channel 36 
Thursday February 2, 2023
7:00 AM  Seniorcize
7:30 AM  Silver Strength: Mind 
and Body 
8:30 AM  You and Your Health
9:00 AM  A Conversation With…
9:30 AM  Arts Alive
10:00 AM  The Curious Giraffe 
Show
10:30 AM  Auto Sense
11:00 AM  Sidewalks Entertainment
11:30 AM  Paltrocast with Darren 
Paltowitz
12:00 PM  Tri-Town TV
12:30 PM  What’s Linda Cooking?
1:00 PM  Cooking Healthy with 
Coastline
1:30 PM  Two Tones with George 
Lopes
2:00 PM  Sippican Historical Society 
Oral History - Peter Dean
3:00 PM  Southcoast Matters TV
3:30 PM  Marion COA Informational 
Session
4:30 PM  Ron Winer - Four Winds 
Concert at St. Gabriels
5:30 PM  Beacon Hill Report
6:00 PM  Tri-Town TV
6:30 PM  Reeling: The Movie 
Review Show
7:30 PM  This is America & The 
World
8:00 PM  Money Matters TV
8:30 PM  Registers Report
9:00 PM  Lamb of God Christian 
Church
10:00 PM  Tri-County Symphonic 
Band
11:00 PM  Democracy Now!

Friday February 3, 2023
7:00 AM  Seniorcize
7:30 AM  Silver Strength: Mind 
and Body 
8:30 AM  Living & Learning with 
Disabilities
9:30 AM  Reeling: The Movie 
Review Show
10:00 AM  The Curious Giraffe 
Show
10:30 AM  Mike Paige Doodle Club
11:00 AM  Cape Conversations
11:30 AM  A Conversation With…
12:00 PM  Tri-Town TV
12:30 PM  What’s Linda Cooking?
1:00 PM  Sidewalks Entertainment
1:30 PM  The Human Truth with 
Chuck McIntyre

2:00 PM  The Jeannine Hunt 
Experience
2:30 PM  Off the Shelf
3:00 PM  Two Grannies on the 
Road
3:30 PM  This is America and 
the World
4:00 PM  Paltrocast with Darren 
Paltowitz
4:30 PM  Southcoast Matters TV
4:57 PM   Sippican Historical 
Society Speaker Series - Dr. 
Michael Moore
6:00 PM  Tri-Town TV
6:30 PM  Tri-County Symphonic 
Band 
7:30 PM  Marion Natural History 
Museum - Astronomy
9:00 PM  The Non-Profit World
9:30 PM  Reeling: The Movie 
Review Show
10:00 PM  Gay USA
11:00 PM  Democracy Now!

Saturday February 4, 2023
6:00 AM  Saturday Morning Cartoon 
Festival
9:00 AM  Health Source
9:30 AM  Two Grannies on the 
Road
10:00 AM  The Curious Giraffe 
Show
10:30 AM  A Conversation With…
11:00 AM  Auto Sense
11:30 AM  Science 360
12:00 PM  Mid-Day Movie
1:30 PM  Sippican Historical Society 
Oral History - Gordan Goodwin
2:30 PM  XUC Pro Wrestling 
3:00 PM  Paltrocast with Darren 
Paltowitz
3:30 PM  South Coast Matters
4:00 PM  The Jeannine Hunt 
Experience
4:30 PM  Marion Natural History 
Museum - Astronomy
5:30 PM  For Art’s Sake
6:00 PM  Tri-Town TV
6:30 PM  Sippican Historical Society 
- Portuguese History
8:00 PM  Ron Winer - Four Winds 
Concert at St. Gabriels
9:30 PM  Registers Report
10:00 PM  Two Tones with George 
Lopes
10:30 PM  Let’s Talk Business
11:00 PM  Classic Movies

Sunday February 5, 2023
6:00 AM  Health Source
6:30 AM  Reeling - The Movie 

Review Show
7:00 AM  Lamb of God Christian 
Church
8:00 AM  Mattapoisett 
Congregational Church
9:00 AM  First Congregational 
Church of Rochester
10:00 AM  St. Gabriel’s Episcopal 
Church of Marion
11:30 AM  Tri-Town TV
12:00 PM  What’s Linda Cooking?
12:30 PM  Cooking Healthy with 
Coastline
1:00 PM  The Human Truth with 
Chuck McIntyre
1:30 PM  Sippican Historical Society 
- Carol Sanz
2:30 PM  Ron Winer - Four Winds 
Concert at St. Gabriels
3:30 PM  Paltrocast with Darren 
Paltrowitz
4:00 PM  Fur, Fins, and Feathers
4:30 PM  The World Fusion Show
5:00 PM  XUC Pro Wrestling
6:00 PM  Tri-Town TV
6:30 PM  Marion Natural History 
Museum - The Climate Crisis and 
it’s Solution
7:30 PM  This is America & The 
World
8:00 PM  Beacon Hill Report
8:30 PM  ORR Athletic Hall of Fame 
Ceremony
10:30 PM  Classic Movies

Monday February 6, 2023
7:00 AM  Seniorcize
7:30 AM  Silver Strength: Mind 
and Body
8:30 AM  For Your Health
9:00 AM  You and Your Health
9:30 AM  The Curious Giraffe Shw
10:00 AM  A Conversation With…
10:30 AM  Reeling: The Movie 
Review Show
11:00 AM  Two Grannies on the 
Road
11:30 AM  Tri-Town TV
12:00 PM  What’s Linda Cooking?
12:30 PM  Cooking Healthy with 
Coastline
1:00 PM  In the Toy Box
1:30 PM  The Human Truth with 
Chuck McIntyre
2:00 PM  Southcoast Matters TV
2:30 PM  The Collective Chat
3:00 PM  ORR Athletic Hall of Fame 
Ceremony
5:30 PM  Marion Natural History 
Museum - The Climate Crisis and 

it’s Solution
6:00 PM  Tri-Town TV
7:30 PM  Ron Winer - Four Winds 
Concert at St. Gabriels
7:30 PM  Paltrocast with Darren 
Paltowitz
8:00 PM  Pete on the Street
8:30 PM  Reeling: The Movie 
Review Show
9:00 PM  Let’s Talk Business
9:30 PM  Building the Future
10:00 PM  Gay USA
11:00 PM  Democracy Now!

Tuesday February 7, 2023
7:00 AM  Seniorcize
7:30 AM  Silver Strength: Mind 
and Body
8:30 AM  Two Grannies on the 
Road
9:00 AM  Sidewalks Entertainment
9:30 AM  The Collective Chat
10:00 AM  The Curious Giraffe 
Show
10:30 AM  Mike Paige Doodle Club
11:00 AM  Arts Alive
11:30 AM  In the Toy Box
12:00 PM  Tri-Town TV
12:30 PM  What’s Linda Cooking?
1:00 PM  Cooking Healthy with 
Coastline
1:30 PM  The Non-Profit World
2:00 PM  The Human Truth with 
Chuck McIntyre
2:30 PM  ORR Hall of Fame 
Ceremony
4:00 PM  Paltrocast with Darren 
Paltrowitz
4:30 PM  Marion Natural History 
Museum - Plastic Pollution
5:30 PM  Tri-Town TV
6:00 PM  XUC Pro Wrestling
7:00 PM  Ron Winer - Four Winds 
Concert at St. Gabriels
8:00 PM  Money Matters TV
8:30 PM  Beacon Hill Report
9:00 PM  Falmouth Academy 
Community Series
10:00 PM  Gay USA
11:00 PM  Democracy Now!

Wednesday February 8, 2023
7:00 AM  Seniorcize
7:30 AM  Silver Strength: Mind 
and Body
8:30 AM  For Your Health
9:00 AM  Two Grannies on the 
Road
9:30 AM  Reeling: The Movie 
Review Show
10:00 AM  The Curious Giraffe 

Show
10:30 AM  Sidewalks Entertainment
11:00 AM  Mattapoisett 
Congregational Church
12:00 PM  Tri-Town TV
12:30 PM  What’s Linda Cooking?
1:00 PM  Cooking Healthy with 
Coastline
1:30 PM  Southcoast Matters TV
2:00 PM  Auto Sense
2:30 PM  Money Talk Tuesday
3:00 PM  A Conversation With…
3:30 PM  Music Monday’s with 
Houston Bernard
4:00 PM  Paltrocast with Darren 
Paltrowitz
4:30 PM  Marion Natural History 
Museum - Astronomy
5:30 PM  Building the Future
6:00 PM  Tri-Town TV
6:30 PM  The World Fusion Show
7:00 PM  Let’s Talk Business
7:30 PM  Registers Report
8:00 PM  Sippican Historical Society 
- Portuguese History
9:30 PM  Beacon Hill Report
10:00 PM  Ghost Chronicles
11:00 PM  Democracy Now!

MARION 
GOVERNMENT
Comcast Channel 95
Verizon Channel 39
Daily Schedule
7:00 AM  Marion Board of 
Selectmen
9:00 AM  Marion Planning Board 
9:30 AM  Marion Conservation 
Commission
11:30 AM  Marion Zoning Board 
of Appeals 
12:30 PM  Marion Open Space 
Acquisition Committee
1:00 PM  Marion Finance 
Committee
2:00 PM  Marion Board of Health
4:00 PM  Marion Affordable Housing 
Trust
5:00 PM  Marion Marine Resource 
Committee
7:30 PM  Marion School Committee
8:30 PM  ORR Joint School 
Committee
10:30 PM  ORR Regional School 
Committee

ROCHESTER 
GOVERNMENT
Comcast Channel 95
Verizon Channel 40

Daily Schedule
7:00 AM  Rochester Board of 
Selectmen 
8:00 AM  Rochester Conservation 
Commission 
8:30 AM  Rochester Planning Board
10:00 AM  Rochester Zoning Board 
of Appeal
11:30 AM  Rochester School 
Committee 
12:30 PM   Joint School Committee 
3:00 PM  ORR School Committee
5:00 PM  Rochester Board of 
Selectmen
6:00 PM  Rochester Conservation 
Commission
6:30 PM  Rochester Planning Board 
8:00 PM  Rochester Zoning Board 
of Appeals
9:30 PM  ORR Joint School 
Committee

EDUCATION 
CHANNEL
Comcast Channel 97
Verizon Channel 37
Daily Schedule
7:00 AM  Bulldog Weekly
7:30 AM  ORRJHS Winter Concert
8:30 AM  OHS Autism Acceptance
9:00 AM  OHS News
9:30 AM  Sippican School 
Graduation
12:00 PM  Bulldog Weekly
12:30 PM  ORRHS Boys Basketball 
vs Apponequet 
1:30 PM  ORRHS Boys Basketball 
vs Case
2:30 PM  ORRHS Girls Basketball 
vs Wareham
3:30 PM  ORRHS Boys Basketball 
vs Fairhaven
4:30 PM  Old Colony Girls Soccer 
vs Bristol Plymouth
6:00 PM  Bulldog Weekly
 6:30 PM  ORR 
FORM Brunch
8:00 PM  Cable History of Old 
Colony
9:00 PM  Old Colony Drama - 
Shakespeare on the Green
11:00 PM  ORR Theatre Class - 
Scooby Doo

MATTAPOISETT 
GOVERNMENT
Comcast Channel 95
Verizon Channel 38

LLOCALOCAL C CABLEABLE P PROGRAMMINGROGRAMMING
Check www.orctv.org for the latest updates to the schedule.
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State Inspection
Stickers!
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also community members? And as community members 
aren’t they allowed to be part of community groups? Can 
they be scout leaders? Can they be coaches? TTAR is a 
community group, a nonprofit, a group committed to an 
inclusive community. How is this considered a conflict 
rather than an asset?
 Joe’s post on Tri-Town Buzz was meant to provide 
clarity as to where he stands. For me, it left more concern 
than clarity, more questions than answers.
 If you have not listened to Joe Pire’s remarks at 
JSC or read his statement on Tri-Town Buzz, I encourage 
you to do so.
 I strongly encourage anyone with questions 
about TTAR to check out our website to see who we are, 
what we are doing in the community and why our work 
matters. tritownagainstracism.org. You can contact us 
through the website as well. We’d be happy to talk to you.
Alison Noyce, Rochester

To the Editor;
 In the January 30 Letters to the Editor page (A16) 
of the Wall Street Journal, under the heading “Covid, the 
Spanish Flu and Return of History,” appears the following 
paragraphs:
 “We deal with the immediate in this country. 
Little time is spent in reflection, or of understanding the 
past. That life repeats itself is lost on us. History enjoys 
little space in public or private life. No wonder we are set 
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OBITUARIESOBITUARIES
Kari Beth Sgourakes passed away 
peacefully at her home in Rochester, MA 
on January 22nd, 2023.  She was with her 
daughter and her husband of 42 years.
 Kari was born in Grand Forks, ND. 
She was the first of six children of Gene 
and Violet Halvorson. Kari loved growing 
up with her large family, especially when 
her dad took the school superintendent job 

in the small town of Lake Park, MN. The town was such a 
perfect spot for the young family. Surrounded by farms, and 
with the school across the street from their home, Kari and her 
siblings were a fixture in the small community. Kari’s high 
school graduating class of 1976 had a total of 52 students, 
who remain close to this day.
 After high school graduation, Kari enrolled at St. Luke’s 
Hospital School of Nursing in Duluth, MN. She graduated 
in 1979, and then moved to Galveston, TX to work at the 
University of Texas Medical Branch. In 1991, having just 
become a new mom, she earned a master’s degree in nursing 
at, what was then, Southeastern Massachusetts University. Her 
thesis, as with so much of Kari’s professional life, centered on 
elderly care.
 Like her own mom, Kari was a dedicated nurse through-
out her career. She worked in hospitals, at a doctor’s office 
as the Head Nurse, at various nursing homes as the Assistant 
Director and Director of Nursing, and at the University of 
Massachusetts Dartmouth as an adjunct professor where she 
taught and provided mentorship to aspiring healthcare profes-
sionals.
 Although born in the Midwest, Kari considered her-
self a true New Englander because of her beloved husband, 
Steve, and their many adventures. Kari and Steve met in 1979 
when he was visiting a friend – her neighbor – in Texas. They 
became pen pals for months until Kari moved to Massachu-
setts in 1980. They married in 1981. Shortly thereafter, with 
the support of family and friends, they built a house and a life 
together, laughing their way throughout life’s journey. The 
two truly adored being in each other’s company. They espe-
cially loved traveling to their favorite spots throughout New 
England, including the many hiking trails up north. Their goal 
was to always find the perfect waterfall.
 Kari was a beloved “mom” and friend to many, includ-
ing her coworkers and daughter’s friends (“the kids”). Kari’s 
infectious smile was always the biggest when with her loved 
ones. One of her many joys was watching her daughter, Sa-
mantha, grow up. Kari was so proud that her daughter’s life, 
like her own, has been focused on helping others.
 Kari is survived by her husband Steve; daughter Saman-
tha; sisters Marthe (husband Randy), Pauli, Heidi, and Vicky 
(husband Jeff); sisters-in-law Paula and Diane; and many 
other beloved family members and friends. She is predeceased 
by her parents, Violet and Gene, and brother Jim.
 Services will be private.
 In lieu of flowers to the family, donations may be made 
in Kari’s memory to the Alzheimer’s Association: Alzheimer’s 
Association | Donate to Fight Alzheimer’s Disease.
 Arrangements by Chapman Funerals & Cremations 

– Wareham. To leave a message of condolence visit: www.
chapmanfuneral.com

Hope B. (Farren) Finley, 95, of Matta-
poisett died peacefully January 14, 2023 at 
home surrounded by her family.
 Hope was born in New Bedford, 
daughter of the late James and Alice (Vi-
era) Farren. After her father was seriously 
injured while working on a project in his 

home workshop, she and her sister Grace (Nisbet) had to quit 
school when she turned 16 to help support the family.
 While volunteering at the USO in New Bedford, she met 
Henry Syswerda, a soldier from Michigan and they soon mar-
ried. His life was cut short by a German sniper in 1945, and as 
a young widow she moved to Michigan to live with his family 
for a couple of years.
 When she returned to New Bedford, she took a job as a 
clerk at Star Store, where she met John A Bradley of Matta-
poisett. They married in 1949 and moved to Phoenix where 
the first of their four children was born. They returned to 
Mattapoisett where she would live for the rest of her life. John 
passed away in 1996.
 Hope was well known by people throughout the region 
as the friendly hostess who greeted them at the Cathay Temple 
in Mattapoisett, where she worked for 47 years. She was a 
friend and mentor to countless customers and staff who loved 
her for her grace and warmth. Having lunch at Ying Dynasty 
was one of her favorite activities when family would come to 
visit, although she never failed to remark, “It’s not the same.”
 In her 50’s Hope returned to school at Bristol Commu-
nity College to finally earn a high school diploma where she 
found her passion for writing. Receiving a near-perfect score 
on her GED test was one of her proudest accomplishments.
 In her 70’s she became close to the late Rev. Don Finley, 
retired minister of the Congregational Church and father in 
law to her son, David, after Don’s wife Alma passed away. 
While late in life for both of them, these next several years as 
a married couple were some of her happiest times. With Don’s 
encouragement she began writing poetry, some of which has 
recently been published in The Wanderer.
 Survivors include her 4 children, David A. Bradley and 
his wife Marcia (Finley) of Mattapoisett, Kathryn L. Bradley 
of Siasconset, Nantucket, Paul D. Bradley and his wife Sarah 
Mitchell of Marion, and James S. Bradley and his wife Maeve 
(Kenny) of Beverly, along with eight grandchildren and 
twenty great-children. She is also survived by her three nieces, 
Linda Painter, Nancy Nisbet and Diane Barraclough of Penn-
sylvania, daughters of her late sister, Grace (Farren) Nisbet.
 A Memorial Service will be held on Saturday, March 
18th from 1-3 pm at the Saunders Dwyer Mattapoisett Home 
For Funerals, 50 County Rd. (Rt. 6), Mattapoisett on what 
would have been her 96th birthday. In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that you hold your loved ones tight, read more 
poetry, and order some Chinese food to celebrate her memory. 
For online guestbook, visit www.saundersdwyer.com.
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Re-Pointed
Re-Crowned
Re-Flashed 

& Water Sealed

to repeat the errors of the past.
 “In the rush of our busy lives, we need to take 
time to reflect. Institutions need to retain memory, often 
sadly lacking. History needs to be a valued component 
of our education. Historical knowledge is valuable in 
navigating the challenging world we live in whether it be 
individually or as a nation.”
 Let’s not leave out states, cities and especially 
towns! Stay tuned to the continued Old Slough Road 
public hearing scheduled with the Mattapoisett Select 
Board for Valentine’s Day.
Brad Hathaway, Mattapoisett

To the Editor;
 The Tri-Town is an amazing geographic area; 
‘It’s Nicer’ - ‘It’s Special’ - ‘It’s God’s Country.’ Sailing, 
surfing, swimming, paddling, walking thru the forest, 
sitting by a stream or simply birdwatching we find joy 
in own backyards. Heads up: we’re in danger of losing 
it all if we don’t prevent further degradation of our 
waterbodies. 
  Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection’s proposed Title-5 changes shed light on 
the critical condition of Commonwealth waterways. 
Rochester’s ponds and rivers are choking up with weeds. 
These weeds, some nonnatives that easily spread from 
pond to pond, are fed by an excess of Nitrogen and 
Phosphorus. Whether from septic systems, storm or 



34 The Wanderer  February 2, 2023 www.wanderer.com

tritown happeninGS

These photos and more are available online at www.wanderer.com

(Left) Mattapoisett residents Sean Maloney, left, and Sam 
Pendergast, right, on January 20 during our annual ice-fishing 
trip at Tomhegan Wilderness campgrounds on Moosehead 
Lake in Rockwood, Maine. The group of 10 includes a pair that 
travel in from London, England, as well as two others from 
Charleston, West Virginia. Photo courtesy of Sean Maloney

Amidst wet snow that 
tailed off into a cold 
Tuesday morning, 
the large spruce tree 
situated between 
the Elizabeth Taber 
Library and Sippican 
Elementary School 
was taken down after 
it was found to be a 
safety hazard. The 
tree is believed to have 
sustained a recent 
lightning strike, and 
large sections of the 
tree showed major 
rot. Some of the wood 
will be used to add to 
the memorial to four 
Sippican students honored at the site since 2009, and the bottom 3 feet of the 
trunk was preserved. Nadeau Tree’s crew consisted of, from left, Mason Shea, 
Shayne Bradford, Duel Branco and Harry Harmon (climber), who estimates 
that the tree stood 85 feet tall. Photos by Mick Colageo

If you would like to share your travel photos with our readers too? 
All you have to do is take along a copy of The Wanderer (or your 
favorite aardvark) and submit your photos by email to:  
news@wanderer.com or by mail to P.O. Box 102, Mattapoisett, 
MA 02739. You can also drop photos off at our office at 55 County 
Road (Route 6) in Mattapoisett. 
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Since 1947
Everything for Boats

www.BurrBros.com
508-748-0541

309 Front Street, Marion
agricultural runoff, fertilizers or even pet waste most 
nutrient overload points to human impact.  We as humans 
need to fix this. We need to protect our water.
 Current Title-5 regulation addresses nutrient 
pollution near well water and drinking water supplies. 
That will remain the same. New regulations aim to reduce 
nutrient pollution entering surface waters. Surface waters 
include bays, estuaries, ponds and rivers. This nutrient 
overload in both salt and freshwater is destroying aquatic 
environments and their unique eco systems. If we don’t 
act now the consequences are grim. Toxic bays, poisoned 
ponds, and rancid rivers are not a legacy I want to leave 
behind.
 Recently MassDEP has designated areas called 

‘Natural Resource’ Nitrogen Sensitive Areas (NSA’s.) 
Rigorous studies in these areas demonstrated adverse 
effects on the watershed due to nitrogen. Massachusetts 
Estuaries Project (MEP) collected data for years mostly 
on Cape and now have the science indicating nitrogen 
sources. Once pollutant source is identified a TMDL 
(total maximum daily load of pollutant allowed to enter a 
waterbody) is calculated and pollution reduction targets 
are set. This is where the newly proposed Title-5 regs 
and/or Watershed permit regs come in.
 MassDEP has two options on the table;
 Option 1: If a watershed is designated as NSAs, 
and that watershed is proven to have excess nitrogen, 
septic system owners would have to upgrade to systems 
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By Rob Gonsalves
www.robsmovievault.com

Deserved

To Leslie. Starring Andrea Riseborough and Marc 
Maron. Directed by Michael Morris. Running time: 119 
minutes. MPAA rating: R. Now available on streaming 
home video.
 Playing Oscar catch-up: To Leslie is the sort 
of small, honest drama that Oscar attention is meant 
to rescue from oblivion, so it’s a shame that Andrea 
Riseborough’s Best Actress nomination has gathered a 
scent of scandal (as I write this, the Academy is looking 
into whether the grass-roots campaign on Riseborough’s 
behalf played by the rules). Apart from all that, this is a 
glum but focused story about Leslie (Riseborough), an 
alcoholic who frittered away $190,000 of lottery winnings 
six years ago, alienating many friends and abandoning 
her young son. Now she drifts from bar to bar, getting 
evicted from her motel room and going to stay with her 
now-grown son (Owen Teague), who soon shows her the 
door as well. She goes to stay with exasperated former 
friends Nancy (Allison Janney) and Dutch (Stephen Root), 
and that works out about the same.
 Leslie seems incorrigible, but she just needs to 
catch a break, and she lucks into a room-and-board job 
at another motel run by Sweeney (Marc Maron), a kind-
hearted loner who somehow sees the potential in her. 
She almost blows that, too, but Sweeney is patient. To 
Leslie isn’t the miserablist wallow in bad vibes that it may 
sound like. Just as it’s honest about the ways some people 
mess up their lives, it’s also honest about people who pull 
out of the tailspin and do what needs doing, and that’s 
Leslie’s story. This isn’t the kind of soul-grinding indie 
drama that leaves the audience with no hope; the script 
by Ryan Binaco knows there are as many successes as 
failures in the realm of addiction. 
 The secret of Riseborough’s performance here 
is that she keeps a spark of Leslie’s former, clearer self 
glowing, even if only dimly during Leslie’s darkest 
hours. We sense what Leslie has thrown away, and when 
Riseborough acts opposite the great Allison Janney we 
get duets of loathing and self-loathing. Leslie and Nancy 
used to be friends until Nancy watched Leslie drink away 
most of her humanity. “How mean are you?” Leslie asks 
Nancy, who still not only holds her grudge but grips it 
with white knuckles. But Nancy isn’t mean, just heartsick 
at what happened to someone she loved and, somewhere 
distant inside, still does. But these are West Texas women 
with no talent for prevaricating, and Nancy can’t help 
coming off as bitter, even cruel.
 Even by herself, though, Riseborough conveys 
Leslie’s maddening discomfort in her own skin. 
Riseborough takes Leslie to almost rock-bottom and 

gradually lifts her again, without softening Leslie’s rage at 
those who gave up on her, including herself. What makes 
her turn worthy of notice most of all is its generosity of 
spirit. Riseborough always makes Leslie interesting. Leslie 
is smarter than she sounds, and very keenly aware of how 
thoroughly she tossed herself in the trash. There are a lot 
of lesser performances like this in fraught indie dramas 
every year. Riseborough gives Leslie mordant wit about 
what a dumpster fire she is, but not so much that she’s 
just cracking jokes about her failures. Leslie doesn’t like 
to talk much about the demons that brought her low. 
Riseborough shows us glimpses of them anyway.
 Director Michael Morris doesn’t prioritize his 
star at the expense of the supporting cast — Maron is 
quite good playing a decent man, and Andre Royo has 
the sting of authenticity as Sweeney’s motel partner 
Royal, an acid casualty who likes to howl at the moon. 
The movie is underlit by design, until the final scenes, 
which have an almost tacky brightness that functions 
as one last humbling detail. It’s just humbling, though, 
not depressing. We’re not sure exactly what Leslie did 
in her lost years, but we get enough clues; when she’s 
still drinking, she hangs out in the bar and eyeballs men 
who might buy her a beer and a shot in exchange for her 
body, and we figure she has past experience at that, but 
we don’t have to watch her debase herself here. (One man 
perceives what’s going on with her and politely demurs.) 
 I don’t feel qualified to assess whether 
Riseborough’s work is “as good as” that of her fellow 
nominees, or “better than” other actors who didn’t make 
the cut. The danger, though, is that the kerfuffle over 
her nomination will lead viewers to expect a flashier, 
more forceful turn than she actually gives. That would 
be unfair, as her work deserves to be assessed on its own 
merits away from popularity contests or pricey Oscar 
campaigns or, indeed, the performances with which she is 
in “competition.” All I know is that she made me believe 
in Leslie and care about her future, despite Leslie’s acting 
like a turd a lot of the time until she gets tired of looking 
in the mirror and seeing a turd. I wished Leslie well and 
felt better about her chances (and the chances of others 
like her) at community and purpose and happiness, 
perhaps for the first time. Highlighting compassionate 
acting like this, again, is what the Oscars do best.

MMOVIEOVIE R REVIEWEVIEW



February 2, 2023  The Wanderer 37www.wanderer.com

Artie Leonard, Owner          508-441-0921
Artie@ReliableSolarSolutions.com

1 Chase Road, E. Freetown

Call us now for details on 
how to save on your electric bill.

Now (2023) 30% Federal Tax Credit 
and up to $1000 MA Tax Credit.

with ‘Best Available Nitrogen Reducing Technology’.
 This option puts the financial burden (30-50k!) of 
a new septic on homeowners. Knowing this would cause 
an uproar MassDEP has an alternative Option 2 where the 
burden is shared. 
 Option 2: If a watershed is designated as NSAs, 
the community (town or municipality) can apply for a 
Watershed Permit or file a Notice of Intent to do so within 
18 months of NSA designation. 
 A watershed permit forces towns to create a 
watershed plan that decrease nitrogen (and hopefully 
phosphorus) by 75% within the next 20 yrs. A watershed 
plan allows for a holistic and adaptive approach that 
can adjust and modify strategies to address community-
based causes of water quality impairments. Towns would 
be required to monitor and evaluate the watershed and 
report results.
 As president of the Snows Pond Association 
in Rochester, I’m aware of water quality issues and 
the importance of monitoring and data collection. I’ve 
reached out to local and state entities sharing concerns 
about the degradation of our ponds.  If better watershed 
practices and protective measures are not implemented, a 
Cyanobacteria bloom may be closer than we think.
 It’s likely that new Title-5 regulations will not 
impact our area for another ten years. I’m urging Tri-
Town residents and local governments to act now. Towns 
must seek and allocate funding to preserve watersheds. 
Let’s work together for the betterment and protection 
of natural water resources before we’re obligated by the 
state. Isn’t clean and healthy water a good enough reason 
to prioritize this effort?
 Water pollution is a serious global issue 
exacerbated by earth’s rising temperatures. I’m relieved 
that the Commonwealth is making strides to address it. 
We’ve been taking our beautiful and abundant waterways 
for granted. It’s time to protect waterways so they remain 
beautiful and abundant for generations to come.
Michelle Kirby

Academic Achievements
 College of the Holy Cross congratulates 
Benjamin Castle of Marion, member of the class of 
2024, and Joel Michaud of Mattapoisett, member of the 
class of 2025, who were named to the Fall 2022 Dean’s 
List for outstanding academic achievement during the 
fall semester of the 2022-23 academic year. To qualify, 
students must pass four or more letter-graded courses 
with no failing grades during the semester and earn a 
GPA of 3.5 or higher.
 The following students were named to the Dean’s 
List for Fall 2022 at Worcester Polytechnic Institute:
 -Emma Carroll of Rochester, Massachusetts, 
majoring in Environmental Engineering (BS), class of 2025
 -Rachel Foye of Rochester, Massachusetts, 
majoring in Data Science (BS), class of 2025
 -Alex Sheehan of Marion, Massachusetts, 

majoring in Data Science Minor Economic Science (BS), 
class of 2025
 -Paige Sommers of Rochester, Massachusetts, 
majoring in Biomedical Engineering (BS), class of 2025
 -David Strom of Marion, Massachusetts, majoring 
in Mechanical Engineering (BS), class of 2026
 Adam Sylvia, a Central College student from 
Rochester, Class of 2023, has been named to the Dean’s 
List for the Fall 2022 semester. The honor is awarded to 
full-time students who achieve a 3.5 GPA or higher on a 
4.0 scale while taking 12 or more graded credit hours for 
the semester.

Marion Stewards of Community Open Space
 The Stewards of Community Open Space (SoCOS) 
has been working with representatives of the Southeastern 
Regional Planning & Economic Development District 
(SRPEDD) to develop a new Open Space and Recreation 
Plan (OSRP) for Marion. The OSRP is required by the State 
and has a specific format and content. A final version of 
the OSRP has been developed. Updated on a seven-year 
cycle, the OSRP document describes a community’s open 
space and recreation resources and identifies actions that 
will protect, enhance and manage these resources into the 
future. An OSRP also makes the town eligible to apply 
for state grants that fund improvements to recreational 
facilities and open space lands.
 SoCOS will host a public education meeting 
on Thursday, February 16, 2023 at 7PMat the Marion 
Music Hall, 164 Front Street. The meeting will review 
the process, the OSRP content and the resulting Action 
Items. The OSRP will be submitted to the Executive 
Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, Division of 
Conservation Services for final approval. 
 Electronic copies of the OSRP will be available 
on the Town Website, and hard reading copies will be 
available at the Planning Board Office and the Elizabeth 
Taber Library. 

Mattapoisett Women’s Club
 Ms. Korinn Petersen, Esq., vice president for 
Clean Water Advocacy at the Buzzards Bay Coalition, 
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MARION
Log highlights Jan 22-Jan 28
•  Doran Way – EMS/medical
•  Point Rd – Vandalism/past
•  Village Dr – Health/welfare
•  Dexter Rd – EMS/medical
•  Marvel St – General service
•  Mill St – MV collision
•  Mill St – Abandoned property
•  Spring St – Smoke investigation
•  Mill St – MV collision
•  Holmes Ln – MV collision
•  Gifford’s Corner Rd – Health/welfare
•  Spinnaker Ln – Follow up
•  Marvel St – Assist other police dept
•  Mill St – Suspicious activity
•  Wareham Rd – Animal complaint
•  Teel St – Animal control/quarantine
•  Converse Rd - Fraud
•  Marion Rd – Follow up investigation
•  Spring St – Suspicious person
•  Register Rd – Noise complaint
•  Crapo St – EMS/medical
•  Wells Rd – MV collision
•  Wareham Rd – Gas leak
•  Ichabod Ln – Health/welfare
•  Front St – Vandalism/past
•  Rocky Knook Ln – General service
•  Holmes St– Vandalism/past
•  Spring St – EMS/medical
•  Holmes St – Follow up investigation

MATTAPOISETT
Log highlights Jan 22-Jan 28
•  County Rd – MV crash
•  Ocean View Ave – 911 call
•  Perkins Ln – Animal control
•  Marion Rd – MV violations
•  Wildwood Ter – Animal control
•  North St – General service
•  Mewlissa Anne Ln – 911 abandoned
•  Hunters Ln – 911 call
•  Industrial Dt  - Suspicious MV
•  Marion Rd – MV violations
•  I195 West – Animal control
•  Marion Rd – Property found
•  Fairhaven Rd – MV violations
•  County Rd – General service
•  Fairhaven Rd – Health/welfare
•  Barstow St – Officer wanted
•  County Rd – General service
•  North St – MV violations
•  County Rd – Assist citizen
•  Marion Rd – MV crash
•  County Rd – Property found
•  Mahoney’s Ln – Wires down
•  Lebaron Way – Suspicious MV
•  Bayberry Ln – Gunshots reported
•  Marion Rd – MV violations
•  Laura Ln – General service
•  Reservation Rd – 911 call
•  I195 West – MV violations
•  Church St Ext – MV crash

ROCHESTER
Log highlights Jan 22-Jan 28
•  Pine St – General service
•  Negus Way – Suspicious activity
•  Dexter Ln – General services
•  Robinson Rd – MV collision/arrest
•  Hathaway Pond Cir – 911 call
•  Walnut Plain Rd – Animal control
•  Dexter Ln – General services/arrest
•  Robinson Rd – General services
•  Clapp Rd – Well being check
•  North Ave – 911 call
•  Walnut Plain Rd – MV lockout
•  Stevens Rd – Follow up
•  Pierce St – Road hazard
•  Marion Rd – Road hazard
•  Burgess Ave – 911 call
•  Braley Hill Rd – MV collision
•  Dexter Ln - Fraud
•  Marys Pond Rd - Investigation
•  Stevens Rd - Larceny
•  Vaughn Hill Rd – MV collision
•  New Bedford Rd - Threats
•  County Rd – MV lockout
•  Alley Rd - Larceny
•  Snipatuit Rd – Missing person
•  Braley Hill Rd – Suspicious activity
•  North Ave – Suspicious activity
•  Gerrish Rd – 91 call
•  Hiller Rd – MV stop
•  Marys Pond Rd – Noise complaint

TTRI-TOWNRI-TOWN P POLICEOLICE L LOGSOGS

COASTLINE ELDERLY 
NUTRITION PROGRAM
Monday, Feb 6: Chicken fajitas, 
rice & beans, peppers & onions, 
6” tortillas, applesauce
Tuesday, Feb 7: German beef 
stew w/vegetables, cheesy 
mashed potato, multigrain roll, 
fresh orange
Wednesday, Feb 8: Roast 
turkey w/cranberry sauce gravy, 
mashed potato, winter squash, 
whole wheat bread, brownie, diet: 
graham wafer
Thursday, Feb 9: Three bean 
chili, white/brown rice, oatmeal 
roll, peaches
Friday, Feb 10: Macaroni & 
cheese, tomato Florentine, dinner 
roll, pineapple

CENTER SCHOOL
Monday, Feb 6 Cheeseburger, 
oven baked potato wedges
Tuesday, Feb 7: Breaded 
mozzarella sticks, homemade 
chicken soup, garden salad, 
assorted salad dressing
Wednesday, Feb 8: Warm 
ham, egg & cheese breakfast 
sandwich, hashbrown patty, 

orange smiles
Thursday, Feb 9: Spaghetti with 
meat sauce, warm breadstick, 
mixed veggies
Friday, Feb 10: Cheese pizza, 
roasted chic peas, garden salad, 
assorted salad dressing

OLD HAMMONDTOWN
Monday, Feb 6 Cheeseburger, 
oven baked potato wedges
Tuesday, Feb 7: Breaded 
mozzarella sticks, homemade 
chicken soup, garden salad, 
assorted salad dressing
Wednesday, Feb 8: Warm 
ham, egg & cheese breakfast 
sandwich, hashbrown patty, 
orange smiles
Thursday, Feb 9: Spaghetti with 
meat sauce, warm breadstick, 
mixed veggies
Friday, Feb 10: Cheese pizza, 
roasted chic peas, garden salad, 
assorted salad dressing

OLD ROCHESTER REGIONAL 
JUNIOR & SENIOR HIGH
Monday, Feb 6 Cheeseburger, 
oven baked potato wedges
Tuesday, Feb 7: Breaded 

mozzarella sticks, homemade 
chicken soup, garden salad, 
assorted salad dressing
Wednesday, Feb 8: Warm 
ham, egg & cheese breakfast 
sandwich, hashbrown patty, 
orange smiles
Thursday, Feb 9: Spaghetti with 
meat sauce, warm breadstick, 
mixed veggies
Friday, Feb 10: Hot buffalo 
chicken dip served with whole 
grain tortilla chips, fresh veggies

ROCHESTER MEMORIAL
Monday, Feb 6 Cheeseburger, 
oven baked potato wedges
Tuesday, Feb 7: Breaded 
mozzarella sticks, homemade 
chicken soup, garden salad, 
assorted salad dressing
Wednesday, Feb 8: Warm 
ham, egg & cheese breakfast 
sandwich, hashbrown patty, 
orange smiles
Thursday, Feb 9: Spaghetti with 
meat sauce, warm breadstick, 
mixed veggies
Friday, Feb 10: Cheese pizza, 
roasted chic peas, garden salad, 
assorted salad dressing

SIPPICAN SCHOOL
Monday, Feb 6 Cheeseburger, 
oven baked potato wedges
Tuesday, Feb 7: Breaded 
mozzarella sticks, homemade 
chicken soup, garden salad, 
assorted salad dressing
Wednesday, Feb 8: Warm 
ham, egg & cheese breakfast 
sandwich, hashbrown patty, 
orange smiles
Thursday, Feb 9: Spaghetti with 
meat sauce, warm breadstick, 
mixed veggies
Friday, Feb 10: Cheese pizza, 
roasted chic peas, garden salad, 
assorted salad dressing

OLD COLONY REGIONAL
Monday, Feb 6 Shepherd’s pie & 
dinner roll
Tuesday, Feb 7: Macaroni & 
cheese & bread stick
Wednesday, Feb 8: Bagel pizza 
& side salad
Thursday, Feb 9: Italian sub & 
fries
Friday, Feb 10: Assorted pizza

RREGIONALEGIONAL L LUNCHUNCH M MENUSENUS
For a full PDF of the three towns’ police logs from the past week, including arrest reports, visit www.Wanderer.com.



February 2, 2023  The Wanderer 39www.wanderer.com

k. clarke
Heating & Cooling

Oil Heat & Air Conditioning
Service, Repairs, Installations

24 Hour Emergency Burner Service
Licensed & Insured

Ken Clarke
PO Box 404

Mattapoisett, MA 02739
508-742-7466

will be the featured speaker at the Mattapoisett Women’s 
Club on Thursday, February 16 at 11:30 am at the 
Mattapoisett Congregational Church, 27 Church Street, 
Mattapoisett. Attorney Petersen will discuss her advocacy 
work on behalf of the Coalition and focus on the long-
term sustainable use of Buzzards Bay by managing 
both local and regional projects designed to reduce 
nitrogen pollution from wastewater. Attorney Petersen 
is admitted to practice law in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. She graduated from the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst with a BS degree, cum laude, in 
Resource Economics. She received a Master of Studies in 
Environmental Law, cum laude, and a Juris Doctor from 
Vermont Law School. 
 The Buzzards Bay Coalition adopted an 
ambitious Strategic Plan that highlighted the need for 
more advocacy if the Coalition was going to live up to 
the promise of its founders to Save Buzzards Bay. As 
always, Mattapoisett Women’s Club programs are open 
to the community please join us on Thursday, February 
16, at 11:30 am and learn about the decades of hard work 
and significant resources invested in reducing pollution, 
saving vital watershed lands and making Buzzards Bay 
more resilient in the face of climate change.

Kindergarten Registration Information
 All information meetings will be held in person at 
the school building
Marion, Mattapoisett and Rochester
Sippican School –16 Spring Street, Marion - January 31 at 
6:00 pm to 7:00 pm.
Rochester Memorial School - 16 Pine Street, Rochester - 
February 1 at 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Center School – 17 Barstow Street, Mattapoisett - February 
1 at 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm

Mattapoisett Republican Party 
Monthly Town Meeting

 The Mattapoisett Republican Party invites 
everyone interested to join us on Tuesday, February 7 
from 6:30 pm to 7:45 pm at the Mattapoisett Free Public 
Library – 7 Barstow Street.
 Topics for discussion are: 1) Party Membership 
– we will be discussing ways that we can all help to add 
new members, 2) GOP State Activities, 3) Filling Vacant 
Positions and 4) Local Political Activity. 
 If interested, please attend or Bill Reidy, Chair 
Mattapoisett GOP
 Email: ChairMattGOP@Gmail.com 
 Mail: 82 County Road PMB #17, Mattapoisett, MA 
02739
 Mobile: 508-287-8008
 Facebook: Mattapoisett Republican Party
 Twitter: Mattapoisett Republican Party @
MattyMAGOP

MCC Announces Memorials Scholarships
 Mattapoisett Congregational Church is 
pleased to once again offer scholarships to students 
graduating from high school in June who reside in the 
town of Mattapoisett, Marion or Rochester. Two $2,500 
scholarships will be awarded on the basis of scholastic 
achievement, community service and financial need. 
Applications and supplementary information are now 
available at the local public and private schools. The 
deadline for electronic submission of documents is Friday, 
March 31. 
 Students will be notified of their selection 
by April 28 via email. Scholarship recipients will be 
presented in Church on Scholarship Sunday, May 21 
during the 10 o’clock service of worship. 
 If you are a graduating senior and have any 
questions about the scholarship application process, you 
are invited to contact the Mattapoisett Congregational 
Church office via email at mattcongchurch@gmail.com.

The Friends of Plumb Library
 The Friends of Plumb Library are spreading the 
love this Valentine’s Day. Win a homemade cheesecake 
topped with chocolate covered strawberries plus one 
dozen roses. Tickets are 14 for $10 and are available for 
purchase from January 23 through February 11. The 
winning ticket will be drawn on Saturday, February 11 at 
2 pm. Prize pick-up is Monday, after 2 pm at the library. 
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Beer • Wine & Take Out

27 County Road (Route 6) Mattapoisett
508-758-2277 • 508-758-3337

Mon.-Wed. 11-8, Thurs. - Sat. 11-8:30
Closed Sunday

Pre-order for easy pick-up 
nickshomemade.foodtecsolutions.com

Chicken & 
Rice, and 
Kale Soup

All proceeds benefit the Friends of Plumb Library.

Harvard A Cappella Performance
 Harvard’s Oldest A Cappella Group, the Harvard 
Krokodiloes, will be making an appearance for their 
first show in Southcoast Massachusetts to benefit the 
ORR AmbassadORs. The “Kroks” as they go by, will be 
performing in the Old Rochester Regional High School 
Auditorium on Saturday, February 4 at 7 pm. To purchase 
tickets, please call 508-264-9831 and leave a message of 
how many tickets you would like, or fill out this online 
form: tinyurl.com/orrkroks. Tickets are $20 for adults and 
$10 for students.
 The Kroks are an internationally renowned group 
and embark 
on an 80-day 
world tour 
each year, 
performing 
songs from 
the Great 
American 
Songbook. 
Throughout 
their 75-
year history, 
they have performed for many celebrities, including 
Julie Andrews, Ella Fitzgerald, Anne Hathaway, Johnny 
Carson, Bill Clinton, Ryan Reynolds, the U.S. Congress 
and many more.
 One of their current members, Eddie Gonet IV, is 
an alum of Old Rochester and wanted to bring the group 
to sing for the area. Working with the ORR Ambassadors, 
all profits of the event will go to support them and their 
activities they do building community and leadership.
 The Kroks recently finished up their three-week 
winter tour where they went to New York City, Kansas 
City, Iowa, Los Angeles, San Diego and Jamaica. They are 
very excited to perform at Old Rochester and give people 
a taste of some jazz A Cappella.

Mattapoisett Library Artist Series
 The Mattapoisett Free Public Library Artist Series 
presents an exhibit from February 15 - March 14 called 
Photography by John Oldham: From the Streets of Boston 
to the Cannons of Fort Phoenix. Local resident Oldham 
is a History Teacher at Old Colony Regional Vocational 
High School in Rochester. He has been taking photos 
and learning the art of photography for just one year. His 
passions include landscapes, lifestyles, portraits and a 
love for street photography in Boston and other cities.

Lots to Love at Plumb Library in February
 Come celebrate Take Your Child to the Library 
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SALOME’S STARS
ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You might 
be hurt by a colleague’s harsh criticism. But 
don’t let it shake your confidence in what 
you’re trying to do. A more positive aspect 
starts to appear by week’s end.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) You’re torn 
between your sensible self and the part of 
you that enjoys acquiring lovely things. Best 
advice: Wait for a sale, and then buy yourself 
something wonderful.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Your artistic 
side has practical applications this week, 
such as redecorating your home or redesign-
ing your personal stationery. Whatever you 
do, someone special will like it.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You could 
be drawn into a problem between friends or 
family members. Best bet: Ask the questions 
that go to the heart of the matter, and then get 
them all together for a group hug.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) As much as you 
love being the center of attention, your big 
Lion’s heart impels you to share the spotlight 
with a colleague who helped you with that 
well-praised project.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Your 
eagerness to act on a challenge is wisely 
tempered early in the week by a lack of 
necessary information. Things begin to clear 
up during the weekend.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A 
relationship you’d hoped would keep going 
seems to be going nowhere. Close it out and 
move on to a brighter romantic aspect just 
beginning to manifest itself.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) 
Things don’t go completely as planned this 
week. But enjoy the surprises, even if you 
have to adjust your schedule. Some of them 
could be quite delightful.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 
21) Making choices is usually easy for you 
straight-shooting Archers. But a new devel-
opment could deflect your aim. Try to put off 
decisions until you know more.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 
19) While part of you might prefer taking a 
more familiar path, let your more daring and 
-- admit it --super-curious self see what the 
unexplored has to offer.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) 
Those nasty types have slithered back under 
the rocks and present no more problems. 
Now’s the time to move ahead on that prom-
ising new relationship.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A new 
offer could clear up that lingering money 
problem. Also, a more confident attitude on 
your part might help you get that personal 
situation back on track.
BORN THIS WEEK: You have a way of 
turning chaos into order. You’re also gener-
ous with your help for those who seek it.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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2 Main Street
Acushnet 

508-995-6272

LIBERTY

212 Emerson St
New Bedford 
508-999-6269

Expires 2/28/23

101 West Rodney French Boulevard - Studio 260
774•628•6415

Classes & Workshops, Parties & Events 
~ Scheduled or Private

Check out our website:
www.nbartsandculturalemporium.com

for photos, details, dates, & times!

VALENTINE’S ART FEST!
Saturday 2/11  5:30-7:30

Register online for all workshops!
The New Bedford Arts and Cultural

Emporium at Kilburn Mill

Day by visiting Plumb Library on Saturday, February 4. 
We’ll be showcasing some of our amazing, free resources 
for kids and families. Did you know we have a telescope 
and snowshoes you can borrow with your library card? 
We’ll have a special library-themed Scrambled Word 
just for the day and we invite you to explore our space 
through a fun scavenger hunt. Come find out what else 
you can borrow and what activities we have.
 The new Writers Group will be holding its first 
meeting on Thursday, February 16 at the library. The 
group plans to meet every third Thursday (except in 
November and December.) The meeting will start with a 
writing prompt, followed by 10 minutes of writing and 
then group discussion. If you wish to zoom in, please 
contact us at info@plumblibrary.com with your email.
 Books & Babble, the Plumb Library book group, 
will meet on Thursday, February 23 at 6:30 pm at the 
library. We will be discussing “Natalie Tan’s Book of Luck 
and Fortune”, by Roselle Lim. Copies are available for 
checkout at the front desk. Light refreshments will be 
served. 
 In February, stop in to pick up a pretty Tissue 
Paper Flower Take and Make Kit (while supplies last.) 
One per child, please. If you enjoy this craft, please 
consider making more and sharing with us for display in 
the children’s area bay window.
 Now through February 25, a February themed 
scrambled word (aka the password) will be available to 
unscramble each week. A picture clue is available for 
prereaders. Ask for the scrambled word at the front desk. 
Quietly, share your answer with a librarian. If you are 
correct, you earn a small prize.
 How many hearts on a stick can you find hiding 
in the library? Search the library for the hearts on a stick 
and count them. Quietly tell a librarian your count. If 
your answer is correct, you earn a prize from the Treasure 
Chest. The hearts will be in the same place throughout the 
month of February.
 The library will be closed on Monday, February 
20 for President’s Day.
 For more information, please follow us on 
Facebook, email info@plumblibrary.com, or call the 
library at 508-763-8600.

Beyond Books – Many Opportunities to Learn 
& Participate

 The Sippican Woman’s Club will hold its monthly 
meeting on Friday, February 10 starting at Noon.  
 Our meeting will be held at our clubhouse 
“Handy’s Tavern”, 152 Front Street, Marion.  Following a 
lite lunch, we will depart promptly at 1:00 pm via carpool 
to the Elizabeth Tabor Library on Spring Street for a tour 
led by Elizabeth Sherry, the Executive Director of the 
Library.
 Elizabeth Sherry will give an overview of the 
many learning opportunities available to library patrons 

via programs, lectures, workshops sponsored by the 
library as well as noting electronic equipment and 
available device operating assistance, etc.
 The Sippican Woman’s Club is open to any 
woman whose interest is in Marion.  Our meetings 
are normally held on the second Friday of the month 
September through March followed by an Annual 
Meeting held on the last Friday in April.
 Unless we hold an off-site meeting, we normally 
meet at 12:30 pm at our clubhouse “Handy’s Tavern”, 152 
Front Street, Marion. 
 Please visit our updated website: www.
sippicanwomansclub.org
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LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

TOWN OF MARION
SELECT BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Application for On Premises, All Alcoholic Bever-
ages License
Cast
7 Cottage Street, Marion, MA
 The Marion Select Board, acting as Lo-
cal Licensing Authority, will hold a public hearing 
at the Marion Police Station Conference Room, 
550 Mill Street, Marion, on Tuesday, February 7, 
2023 at 6:15 pm on the application of CAST for 
an on premises, license for the sale of all alcoholic 
beverages.
Randy L. Parker, Chair  1/26, 2/2
---------------------------------------------
TOWN OF MATTAPOISETT
BOARD OF APPEALS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
 Notice is hereby given that the Matta-
poisett Board of Appeals will hold a Public Hearing 
on the following Applications and Petitions. ALL 
meetings held in the Mattapoisett Town Hall 
Conference room; 16 Main Street (unless otherwise 
noted) New format of meetings; start time is 6:00 
pm **THIS MEETING WILL BE IN PERSON 
ON February 16, 2023**
 Case #1509: Application of: Mattapoi-
sett Boat Yard, Inc, P.O. Box 1030, Mattapoisett, 
MA 02739; RE:32-34 Ned’s Point Road. The 
applicant is seeking a Special Permit under section 
3.1.2.2 as provided by Section 7.2.2.2 through 
7.2.2.2.7 of the Zoning By-Laws to request permis-
sion to construct an 80ft X 131.33ft Commercial 
Marine Building. The property is further described 
as Plot 7, Lot 120 on the Assessors Map. The hear-
ing will be held on Thursday, February 16, 2023
 Case #1510: Application of: Jennifer 
Jean Mello,39 Marion Road, Mattapoisett, MA 
02739; RE:39 Marion Road. The applicant is seek-
ing a Special Permit under Article 5, as provided by 
Section 5.1.5.4.3 of the Zoning By-Laws to request 
permission to create a Family Related Apartment. 
The property is further described as Plot 8, Lot 116 
on the Assessors Map. The hearing will be held on 
Thursday, February 16, 2023
 Complete applications and plans as filed 
are available for inspection in the Office of the 
Town Clerk during normal office hours.
Sincerely,
Susan Akin, Chairperson
Kenneth Pacheco, Colby Rottler, Anthony 
Tranfaglia, Jordan Rodrigues  2/2, 2/9
---------------------------------------------

TOWN OF MARION
BOARD OF HEALTH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
 The Marion Board of Health will 
conduct a public hearing on Thursday, February 
16, 2023, at 4:15 pm in the meeting room of the 
Marion Police Department at 550 Mill Street on the 
variance request submitted by G.A.F. Engineering, 
Inc., pertaining to the property located at 13 Wash-
burn Lane, further identified as Map 11, Lot 69.
 The following variance is requested 
from Title 5 of the State Environmental Code:
310 CMR 15.211(7): General Construction Re-
quirements for All System Components:
 To allow a portion of the Soil Absorp-
tion System to be installed greater than 36” below 
finish grade. The Soil Absorption System will be 
between 1.7 and 4.0 feet below finish grade.
John B. Howard, MD, Chair  2/2, 2/9
---------------------------------------------
TOWN OF MATTAPOISETT
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
 The Mattapoisett Conservation Com-
mission will hold a public hearing on, Monday, 
February 13, 2023 at 6:30 pm in the Town Hall (in 
person and remotely via Zoom **) on a Notice of 
Intent submitted by Nicolosi Family Trust, Carme-
lo Nicolosi, Tr., 38 Shore Drive, Mattapoisett, MA 
02739. The proposed project is to proposed fill and 
site grading within the buffer zone of bordering 
vegetated wetlands; work is associated with con-
struction of new single-family home not within the 
buffer zone. The project is located at Beechwood 
Road Lot 48, and is further identified as Lot 48 on 
Assessor Map 24
**Contact concomm@mattapoisett.net for the 
Zoom Meeting Information.  2/2
---------------------------------------------
TOWN OF ROCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISSION & TOWN 
FOREST COMMITTEE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
 An Open Meeting of the Rochester 
Conservation Commission will be held on Tuesday, 
February 7, 2023 at 7:00 pm at Old Colony Re-
gional Vocational Technical High School regarding 
a Request for Determination of Applicability 
filing by MHC Gateway to Cape Cod, LLC, for 
property located at 90 Stevens Road, Rochester, 
MA 02770, Map 12, Lot 9. The applicant proposes 
to upgrade the existing pump house. Work within 
the 100’ wetland setback will include demolition of 
the existing pump house to the foundation, with a 

new structure constructed on the existing 12’x12’ 
foundation.
 The applicant’s representative is SFC 
Engineering Partnership, Inc, 183 Rockingham Rd, 
Unit 3 East, Windham, NH 03087.
 This meeting is being held under the 
Massachusetts Wetland Protection Act, MGL Ch. 
131, Section 40 and the Town of Rochester Wet-
land Protection By-Law.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89411801612
Meeting ID: 894 1180 1612
Or Call: 1 646 876 9923
Christopher Gerrior, Chairman  2/2
---------------------------------------------

PE
A

R
LS

 B
EF

O
R

E 
SW

IN
E

by
 S

te
ph

an
 P

as
tis

off the mark       by Mark Parisi

Place your classified ads 
24 hours a day
7 days a week

on-line at
www.wanderer.com
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Rochester Historical 
Society Membership Drive

 The Rochester Historical Society is always happy 
to welcome new members. We welcome anyone who is 
interested in history and we are not limited to Rochester 
residents. Our active season runs from April through 
December. Our regular monthly meetings are held on 
the 3rd Wednesday of each month at our museum at 355 
County Road and begin at 7:00 pm. The current exhibit 
at the museum is Maps, Signs and Celebrations, Part 1. 
While we don’t have current open hours, we are always 
happy to open up by appointment.
 Our April meeting will be on April 19, with a talk 
on Rochester’s many celebrations. Other upcoming events 
will include a special event, a second cemetery tour in 
June.
To become a member, make an appointment to visit the 
museum. To discuss any other history related subjects, 
you may contact Sue at 508 295 8908 or email sash48@
comcast.net or Connie at eshbach2@aol.com. We hope to 
see you in the spring.

Upcoming After-school Program at the MNHM
 The Marion Natural History Museum will be 
hosting the Manomet Bird Observatory on February 
15. Students will explore local birds that overwinter in 
Massachusetts. They will be given model birds to identify 
and information about behavior and diet during the 
winter months. Students will determine the best locations 
and types of food for their bird feeders. To register for this 
program and the many other future programs, please go 
to the museum’s website: www.marionmuseum.org.

Nolan Gibbons Memorial Fund Scholarship
 The Nolan Gibbons Memorial Fund (NGMF) 
has opened multiple scholarship and grant applications 
for talented young people. There are three primary 
opportunities:
 - Music Mastermind - 3-month virtual Artist 
Development Program worth $8,000
 - Musical Theatre Mastermind - 3-month virtual 
Artist Development Program worth $8,000
 - General Arts Grant to cover anything a young 
artist could need: e.g. computer software, classes, 
instruments, travel, etc. Several grants available ranging 
from $100 to $1,000, depending upon requests and the 
number of applications.
 The Nolan Gibbons Memorial Fund was created 
to empower and support performing artists. “We know 
how much it takes to perform and make music. Nolan 
was constantly taking new classes, traveling and buying 
new technology and instruments. We are thrilled to offer 
these scholarships in his name, to help others who want 
to perform or produce music but may need some financial 
help to move forward. We designed the General Arts 
Grant specifically to cover many items or experiences that 

a young performer may need to help them grow.” - Sheila 
J. Gibbons, Founder of NGMF.
 The following two scholarships were generously 
donated by Melissa Mentus Mulligan:
 The Music Mastermind program includes live 
sessions, including: songwriting & artist development 
with platinum-selling songwriter Coley O’Toole, music 
production mentorship with Grammy-winning and 
pro-level producers Mike Mangini and Skip Glogan, 
marketing, life coaching and fan base with Melissa 
Mulligan and special industry experts, professional 
reviews of your work and more. Artists complete the 
program with improved songs, self-produced and 
mixed versions of songs, the skills and tools to repeat 
this award-winning recording process, a social media 
fan funnel to connect with your ideal fans, a world class 
digital portfolio for booking gigs, industry meetings and a 
community of like-minded artists.
 The Musical Theatre Mastermind program 
will provide artists with the best performances of your 
professional audition material, a professional self-tape 
collection of your best material, brand new audition-
finding, get-myself-seen strategies for your strengths, 
your professional audition book in all categories, 
personalized professional vocal warm-up, cool down, and 
exercise routine, a step-by-step plan to find work, book 
work, and become a go-to pro in the industry.
 These scholarships and grants are funded by 
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 Summer Rental 
 Beautifully updated 2 bedroom, 2.5 bathroom 
home with bonus room in finished basement on 
Converse Rd. View of Aucoot Cove, deck/grill,  

private backyard and small home gym. Fully 
furnished, all new appliances and washer and dryer. 
Walk to town, Silvershell Beach, less than 2 miles 
from Tabor Academy. Flexible availability. Call 

or email Jennianne at 617-686-2683 or Jennianne.
oconnor@gmail.com

 *Summer rental $2600 per week.
 *Monthly options available Feb- July 1st as well. 

  
--------------------------------------------------------

SUPREME CLEANING SERVICE
 You'll Have the Cleanest House

 in Town at Rates YOU Can Afford!
 Nancy 774-451-5672

--------------------------------------------------------
The Town of Rochester seeks qualified applicants 

for its Administrative Assistant position for the 
Zoning Board of Appeals. This position is full-
time (37.5 hours per week) and consists of daily 
office hours, as well as attendance at their night 

meetings appoximately twice a month. Candidate 
must demonstrate excellent communication skills 
as position requires considerable interaction with 
the public. Geneal office skills also required, to 
include: proficiency in Microsoft Office, usage 
of standard office equipment, and ability to take 

minutes. Starting salary range is $21.20 to $22.50 
per hour depending upon experience. Letters of 

interest can be sent to Amanda Baptiste, Town of 
Rochester, 1 Constitution Way, Rochester, MA 

02770. Deadline for applications is February 10th, 
2023. The Town of Rochester is an equal opportu-

nity employer.
--------------------------------------------------------

The Town of Rochester seeks qualified applicants 
for its Board of Health Administrative Assistant 
position. This position is part-time (15 hours per 
week) and consists of a 9 AM to Noon, Monday 

through Friday schedule. Candidate must demon-
strate excellent communication skills as position 
requires considerable interaction with the public. 

General office skills also required, to include: 
proficiency in Microsoft Office, usage of standard 

office equipment, and ability to learn different 
online programs. Starting salary range is $18.47 
to $20.20 per hour depending upon experience. 

Letters of interest can be sent to Amanda Baptiste, 
Town of Rochester, 1 Constitution Way, Rochester, 
MA 02770. Deadline for applications is February 

10th, 2023. The Town of Rochester is an equal 
opportunity employer.

--------------------------------------------------------

STAFFON’S FLORIST
 Fresh cut flowers for every occassion

 VALENTINES DAY SPECIAL
 Roses/candy/plush animals

 Order NOW for prompt delivery
 Staffonsflorist.net   508-997-9259

 Visa, MC, Discover accepted
--------------------------------------------------------

The Town of Rochester seeks qualified applicants 
for its part time 6-10 hours per week, non-benifited 

Recording Secretary position to take minutes for 
various Boards and Committees according to the 
requirements of the Massachusetts Open Meeting 

Law (M.G.L. c.30A, sections 18-25). Attendance at 
weekly night meetings is required, and additional 
meetings may be required as necessary. Meetings 

typically run from 1.5-4 hours in length depending 
on the number of filings. Candidates must have 
a high school diploma, Associate Degree and/or 
experience with taking minutes according to the 
requirements of MA Open Meeting Law. The re-

cording secretary is expected to work independent-
ly in order to complete and revise meeting minutes, 

and have the ability to utilize file sharing such as 
email, google docs and/or drop box to share files 

with Town of Rochester staff. General office skills 
in typing and word processing, user knowledge of 
personal computers and Windows based software 

programs is required. Starting salary is $17.50 
per hour. Detailed job description available upon 
request. Please send a cover letter, resume and a 
one-page writing sample to: Amanda Baptiste, 1 

Constitution Way, Rochester, MA 02770. Deadline 
for applications is February 10th, 2023. The Town 

of Rochester is an equal opportunity employer.
--------------------------------------------------------

WANTED DEAD or ALIVE!
 cars, trucks, farm equipment, construction equip-

ment & tools
 Louie: 508-951-1374

--------------------------------------------------------
WANTED junk cars & trucks

 for salvage & parts. Paying cash. Free pickup
 508-763-4185    DM Auto

--------------------------------------------------------
YOUR HANDYMEN

 Clean outs, dump runs, demolition,
 tree removal, dump truck service, pressure wash-

ing & more. Insured 508-676-3545
--------------------------------------------------------

YOUR HOUSEKEEPER
 Residential, Cottage, and Office Cleaning

 508-207-6362 or youroffice@comcast.net
--------------------------------------------------------

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS The Wanderer
Subscription Form
 First Class Mail
 One Year $98
 6 Months $50

Name

Address

City

State  Zip

Starting Date:
     Immediately       Renewal

Return completed form & payment to:
 The Wanderer
 P.O. Box 102
 55 County Road
 Mattapoisett, MA 02739

Order on line at: 
 www.wanderer.com
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Licensed (since 1985) Insured 
New construction only

Jay Malaspino  508-776-7466  seaglass-homes.com

A “hands on” 
Design & Build 

solution
to creating your 
perfect home

donations to The Nolan Gibbons Memorial Fund and 
proceeds from the annual NolanFest live music event held 
each summer at Silvershell Beach in Marion.
 For more information and to apply, please visit: 
www.nolangibbons.org/scholarships

From the Files of the 
Rochester Historical Society

By Connie Eshbach
 Rochester is a pretty watery place (particularly 
these last few weeks) with its ponds, brooks and streams. 
A lot of the water is near the surface and two-acre zoning 
was put in place, in part to conserve the water that fills 
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 Point Connett Summer Rental
 Weekly summer rental, Friday to Friday. Newer 

home, central air, 3 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths. Sleeps 
5-8 comfortably. Water views all around. Only 5 
weeks available; don't wait to book! $5000/week, 

call (508)688-9309 
--------------------------------------------------------

POWER WASHING
 Cleans all types of siding and shingle.
 Also specializing is siding & shingle

 replacements. Free estimates - Insured.
 Michael Clancy 508-758-4392

--------------------------------------------------------
Reliable Tree Service

 Pruning & removal. Aerial bucket truck service. 
Insured, references & free estimates

 508-646-4605
--------------------------------------------------------

Rental home in Mattapoisett: 3BDS 2BA 2 car ga-
rage, year round $2,800/mo. Utilities not included.  
No pets or smoking. Ready March 1  774-634-8549  

--------------------------------------------------------
Resende Anastacia Housecleaning/Office

 Great references!
 Call 774-644-0276 and leave me a message

 anastaciaresendes26@gmail.com
--------------------------------------------------------

 Seasoned Firewood $285
 90 % Oak,  10 % Hardwood Blend

 14-18 Inch Pieces
 508-889-8338

--------------------------------------------------------
SEASONED HARDWOOD FIREWOOD

 ON SALE NOW
 Full Cord $250 / 1/2 Cord $130 (includes delivery)

 BOB'S LAWN SERVICE
 774-263-4002 cell    508-997-9259 office

--------------------------------------------------------
Selena's Cleaning Service

 Professional, experienced, and reliable with 
references. Services include anything from weekly 
maintenance to deep cleaning. Residential or com-

mercial. Free quotes. Please call 508-496-0315
--------------------------------------------------------

Semi retired nurse looking for private duty posi-
tions cpr & bls certified light house keeping meal 
prep med administration also can do pet sitting 

house sitting farm sitting dog walking 7742083750
--------------------------------------------------------

Spring Cleaners
 Home * Office * Rentals

 Spring cleaning all year round!
 Call Samantha 508-245-9806

--------------------------------------------------------

Steady Hand Painting
 New to the area. We are a painting company spe-

cializing in full restoration. Fully insured and ready 
to work. Call Rudy 978-314-9121

--------------------------------------------------------
Toyotas Wanted

 Any year, any condition. No titles ok.
 Call Dave 508-982-6929

--------------------------------------------------------
SUMMER POSITIONS WITH THE MARION 

NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM
 The Marion Natural History Museum is looking 

for a part-time lead educator for our summer nature 
series, Coastal Explorations. In this program we 
cover a variety of topics including vernal pools, 
food webs, salt marsh ecology, soils, local birds 
among other topics. Familiarity with the natural 

world is a big plus.
 We are also looking for a part-time educational 
assistant for our Coastal Explorations summer 

program. Responsibilities include helping the lead 
educator with the program topic, helping students 

with journals, and keeping students safe before and 
during programs until pick-up.

 Our Coastal Exploration summer program for 
grade 3-6 will run from 9 to 12 Monday through 

Friday. We usually hold 2 one or two-week 
sessions over the summer. The program is held 

at different locations around Marion, Massachu-
setts, and involves physical activity in a variety of 
environments, including salt marshes, beaches and 
woods. The positions are well suited for those who 

are interested in the education or science related 
fields. If interested in either position please submit 
a resume and cover letter to the museum director at 

Director@marionmuseum.org
--------------------------------------------------------

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Don’t forget to wish these people
a Happy Birthday!

Ethan Kakley February 2
Frank Lopez February 2
Matthew Williams February 2
Cameron Auger February 4
Dorothy Zell February 4
Hudson Kaiser February 4
James Auger February 4
John Carle February 4
Avia E Fraine February 5
Matthew Lavoie February 6
Jared Ducharme February 7
Joanne C. Doherty February 7
Joseph Duchaine February 7
Olivia Audet February 7
Todd Philie February 7
Trevor Francis  February 7
Alea Louise Loftus February 8
Carol Tirrell February 8
Claire Morel February 8
Craig LeBlanc February 8
Gerry Gonneville February 8
Karen Alexander February 8

If you would like The Wanderer to announce a birthday 
for yourself, a friend or family member, please submit 
your information on line to us at www.wanderer.com. 
To submit information by regular mail, please send the 
person’s name (month and day) along with your name and 
phone number so we can confirm the information to Birth-
days, c/o The Wanderer, P.O. Box 102, Mattapoisett, MA 
02739. You may submit birthday announcements anytime 
during the year and they will be published/posted during 
the appropriate week.
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50 Marion Rd, 
Mattapoisett 
508-758-9922
onthegotakeout.com
Mon-Fri 10-5, Sat 10-3

Soups, Salads, Sandwiches, Meats & More

Buffet Catering • Party Platters • Deli Platters • Wrap Platters

Skip the line & check out with online Skip the line & check out with online 
ordering at www.onthegotakeout.comordering at www.onthegotakeout.com

most residents’ wells. However, due to past agreements 
and the separations that created Marion and Mattapoisett, 
Rochester isn’t in control of all of its water. Town wells, 
like the ones on Mary’s Pond Road are run by the 
Marion Water Dept., and the large ponds abutting North 
Rochester are under the control of New Bedford.
 Beginning in the 1700’s and continuing into the 
present, cities have grown and that growth has increased 
their need for water. As early as 1799, the Massachusetts 
General Court passed an “act enabling proprietors of 
aqueducts 
to manage 
the same.” 
This was 
the first 
official state 
law that 
addressed 
the 
regulations 
for 
providing 
water. It immediately spurred the creation of numerous 
aqueduct companies. An aqueduct is an artificial channel 
for conveying water over a gap of some kind.
 The First Aqueduct Association was formed in 
1803 in Bedford Village and was the first such association 
in Massachusetts. By 1860, a committee was appointed by 
the now, city of New Bedford, to search out and survey 
possible locations that could provide a permanent supply 
of fresh water for the city. They also needed to ascertain 
the costs that would be involved. It is interesting to note 
that the last names of several of the committee were 
surnames found in Rochester, such as, George A. Briggs, 
city surveyor; Isaac C. Taber, chairman, and Charles H. 
Bigelow, engineer.
 Many areas were investigated and finally, a 
site was chosen for a storing reservoir in the Acushnet 
Valley that could be connected to the Acushnet River 
by an aqueduct. Local residents were opposed to the 
entire idea, but the Legislature on April 18, 1863 passed 
an act to provide the water to New Bedford. As soon 

as construction was completed in 1867, water filled the 
reservoir which almost immediately collapsed, flooding 
the surrounding area. Repaired by 1869, it did not live 
up to its promise. Over a couple of years, the water level 
shrank so low that plant life was exposed to the sun. The 
vegetation rotted and tainted the water.
 To get back to cleaner, better tasting water, a 
connection was made to Little Quitticus Pond which lies 
in the northwest corner of Rochester. With the passage 
of time and the increase in population, the Acushnet 
plant and reservoir no longer could provide enough 
water and were abandoned in1899. Starting in 1896, 
new plans were being drawn for their replacement. The 
building of the New Bedford Water Works (that we see 
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 Free - Looking for a loving home
 Two male guinea pigs. 1 year old. (Cinnamon and 

Duncan)
 Playpen and carrier included. 

 One female bearded dragon. 1 year old. (Venus)
 Terrarium and heating lights included

 Can't take care of them anymore. 
 Ask for Laurie

  
  

--------------------------------------------------------
 Help wanted immed: Manage Social Media P/T
 Insta/FB, Pinterest, Blog for Consumer Product

 1099, $20/hour
 Letter w/ experience:  PO Box 728, Marion 02738

  
--------------------------------------------------------

HOME AND YARD CLEANUPS
 General Home Maintenance

 Landscaping & Mowing
 Brush & Tree Removal

 Reasonable, Reliable with References
 (ins) 508-971-8248

--------------------------------------------------------
Home Health Care (CNA) companion-medicine 

reminders-doctor appts-PCA needs-meal prep.-let's 
talk about what your loved one needs are. Call or 

text Marie @ (781) 690-6067 great references too.                 
--------------------------------------------------------
HONDA Civic EX Coupe for sale $5,200 very 

clean & well maintained 2003 98,010 miles Lots 
of recent work:new catalytic, timing belt, radiator, 

water pump. Call or text (508) 989-5758
--------------------------------------------------------

 House Sharing
 I am looking for a house sharing I am retired.  
In Rochester, Marion or Mattapoisett MA. Pls.

call 508-951-3840.
--------------------------------------------------------

 Interior Painting
 Average size room, 2 coats on walls, $300

 Excellent Tri-town references!
 508-728-4386

--------------------------------------------------------
MELINDA EATON 

 DRAPERY WORKROOM
 custom home and marine interiors

 blinds, shades, drapes, shutters, cushions & more
 508-758-9404 or email melindaeatondrapery@

gmail.com
 www.eatondrapery.com

--------------------------------------------------------
Interior Repairs, Remodels, Painting

 331.425.1717 Jake Sylvia
 Freetownfence.com

--------------------------------------------------------

Junk cars wanted
 Call for price - same day removal

 508-982-6929 ask for Dave
--------------------------------------------------------

 K&C FENCE CO.
 Free estimates over 10yrs experience specialize 

in all vinyl,wood,chain link & custom fence
 call Kevin @ 774-329-7062

--------------------------------------------------------
KW Powerwash Free Estimates

 Book now!
 508-997-2892

--------------------------------------------------------
Licensed electrician for all your Electrical needs 
including Emergency Calls Paul Sarmento 508-

979-8347
--------------------------------------------------------
LoneWolf Transport         Drs appts airport runs 

food delivery shopping reasonable rates friendly & 
affordable service 774-208-3750

--------------------------------------------------------
 Marion Design

 Residential building plans for estimating,
 permitting and construction 508-254-8191

--------------------------------------------------------
MASON offers Quality Work at Reasonable Prices

 Chimneys, Steps, Walkways, Stonewalls,
 Stone Veneers, etc. New or Restoration.

 Chimney Cleaning
 Local. Joe Fleurent 508-858-9875

--------------------------------------------------------
 MATH TUTOR

 40 Years experience
 Grade 5 to Algebra 2 - 508-758-6219

--------------------------------------------------------
 MICHELLE GORDON PIANO STUDIO

 Creative - Fun - Challenging - Inspiring
 Experienced, Qualified Teacher

 Facebook.com/MGordonPianoStudio
 508-758-3158

--------------------------------------------------------
 MIKE'S APPLIANCE - Sales and Service - Ex-
perienced with all brands. Also available evenings, 

weekends and holidays. 
 Call Mike Healy at (508) 748-2557

--------------------------------------------------------
 Old, worn kitchen cabinets?

 Consider painting them instead of replacement!
 Call me to see how this could be an option for you.

 508-728-4386
--------------------------------------------------------

Paul's Paint
 Interior and exterior painting, power washing and 
small carpentry jobs/repairs. Honest and reliable 

with 16 years experience. Call Paul 508-961-7350
--------------------------------------------------------

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTSCLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Classified Policy: All Classified 
Advertisements must be prepaid and 
can be placed at our office or on line at 
www.wanderer.com.

Classified Deadline: Tuesday at 
10:00 am for Thursday’s paper.

Classified Rates:
Classified Advertisements are $5.00 
for 3 lines or less per week. Each 
additional line is $1.00 per week. There 
are an average of six words per line.
Bold is an addition $1 per week.

Classified Guidelines: 
*As a general rule, there are 
approximately six words per line in a 
standard   Classified Ad.
*Blank lines cannot be used in 
Classified Advertisements.
*There is only upper case and lower 
case lettering.
*No graphics may be used in Classified 
Advertisements.
*Classified Ads cannot be placed on 
hold.
*Classified Ads cannot be taken over 
the phone.

Mailing Classified Ads: Ads can be 
mailed with payment to P.O. Box 102, 
Mattapoisett, MA 02739

Placing Classified Ads On-line: Ads 
can be placed on line at: 
www.wanderer.com

Dropping Off Classified 
Advertisements: Ads can be dropped 
by our office at 55 County Road in 
Mattapoisett, Monday, Thurs, Fri -9am 
to 3pm; Tuesday 9am to noon

Payment Policy: All sales final, we do 
not offer credits or refunds.

Legal Advertisements:
* Legal Ads are $1.00 per line, at a 
minimum of $25. per ad.

CLASSIFIED INFORMATION
Tu

nd
ra

by
 C

ha
d 

C
ar

pe
nt

er



February 2, 2023  The Wanderer 51www.wanderer.com

At the Ropewalk Mall
Route 6, Mattapoisett

Order online at 
www.walrusbistro.com

508-758-8124

Trivia and Taco 
Tuesdays 

Live Music
(5:30-7:30pm) 

2/1 Butch McCarthy
2/2 Bill Santos

2/8 Neal McCarthy
2/9 Lindsay & Marc

Sunday Brunch 10-2

today) was completed in 1899. The water pumped into 
the waterworks came from both Big and Little Quitticus 
Ponds. In 1926, additional water was pumped in from 
Long and Pocksha Ponds and Assawompsett Pond, a part 
of which lies along Rochester’s north side.
 The Romanesque Revival style buildings include 
a pumping station and five small gate and screen houses, 
all built in 1899. The job of the gate houses is to regulate 
the flow of water from the ponds. The screen houses 
screen any large debris that might damage the pumps. 
At first, the pumping station drew water directly from 
the pond and into homes. However, the system was 
modified, and a water treatment plant was built in 1978. 
The pumping station, gate and screen houses continue to 
operate as they always have.
 Of all the interesting stone buildings that make 
up the waterworks, it was the little stone structures 
resembling castles that filled my imagination whenever 
we passed them on our way to my grandparents’ house. 
Who knew what little elves or fairies might live in those 
stone houses at the end of the long walkways through the 
water.

Marion Natural History Museum
 The Marion Natural History Museum after-
school program for February 15 will be Bird Feeders and 
Winter Bird Exploration with Manomet bird observatory.  
Students will explore local birds that overwinter in 

Massachusetts. They will be given model birds to identify 
and information about their overwintering behaviors 
and diet. Students will have to determine what would 
be the best food source for their bird based on options 
provided: mixed seed, sunflower seeds, acorns, etc. 
and then will be given the task of creating an ideal bird 
feeder for their birds, given materials provided. We 
can also go outside to look for natural materials if the 
space/time allows. Students will find locations to put 
their bird feeders where they can be checked on to see 
what types of animals visited their feeders, if they were 
successful and if there were any modifications students 
would make in the future. Program fee is $8.00/members 
and $10.00 nonmembers. Please register online at www.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS The Wanderer
The Wanderer is an independently 
owned and published weekly 
newspaper that is distributed to the 
public free of charge throughout 
Mattapoisett, Marion, Rochester and 
the surrounding communities.

Mailing Address:
 P.O. Box 102
 Mattapoisett, MA 02739
Office:
55 County Road (Route 6) Mattapoisett

Telephone: 508-758-9055

Web Page: www.wanderer.com
E-mail:
General/Advertising: 
 office@wanderer.com
News: news@wanderer.com

Deadlines:
 (Display Ads) Friday at 3pm
 (News) Monday at noon
 (All Others) Tuesday at 10am
Office Hours:
 Mon., Thur. & Fri. 9am-3pm
 Tues. 9am - 12 noon

Staff:
Paul R. Lopes, Editor
Mick Colageo, News Editor
Sharon Costello, Office Manager
Mary Redman, Advertising Sales
Denise Mello, Advertising Sales 
Marilou Newell, Correspondent
Michael J. DeCicco, Correspondent
Shawn Sweet, Social Media Manager
Gail Carignan, Copy Editor

© Wanderer Com, Inc.
All rights reserved, no part of this publication 
may be reproduced without permission.
ISSN 1559-1212

$ CASH REWARD! $
 for your unwanted or junk vehicle

 Free Removal Service
 High Street Auto Salvage

 Rochester, Mass
 508-763-8990

 Serving Plymouth and Bristol Counties
--------------------------------------------------------

 5 Star Cleaning Service
 Let us free up your time by taking care of your 

home or office cleaning needs.
 Liz 508-789-0657

--------------------------------------------------------
 ATLANTIC PROPERTY SERVICES 

 (508) 287-4338
 Kitchen & Bath Remodels, Basement Renova-
tions, Siding, Windows, General Home Mainte-

nance, Interior & Exterior Painting, Powerwashing, 
Property Management & more...

 Servicing All Your Property Needs 
 Free Estimates. Fully Licensed & Insured

 Accepting All Major Credit Cards
--------------------------------------------------------
AUTO RESTORATION All types, every day 

driver, antiques, muscle cars or special interest. 
From Model A's to Z/28. Full or partial repairs. 

Complete body work, fiberglass, frame, paint etc. 
Mild or wild Call for evaluation 508-763-2199 or 

508-998-8725
--------------------------------------------------------
Blinstrub's Painting, Finishing & Remodeling

 drywall repairs, bathroom remodels,
 flooring, decks, pergolas

 508-951-5160
 blinstrubs@gmail.com

--------------------------------------------------------
-Brandon's Tree Service & Landscaping-

   - Professional Tree Trimming and Removals -
 - 50' Bucket Truck, 15+ Years Experience -

 - Bobcat Service, Full Landscaping -
 -Land Clearing, Lawn Mowing, Power Washing-

  -Thorough Yard Cleanups, Mulching -
 - Stone Walls, Patios - FULLY INSURED -

 - Firewood, Snow Plowing Estimates -
 -Work year round-

 Call Jeff at 774-992-9626
--------------------------------------------------------

Bulkhead
 Replacement or Repair

 508-207-3949
--------------------------------------------------------

Caring PCA needed
 for gentleman in Onset

 508-951-3091
--------------------------------------------------------

Cash for trucks & cars
 Same day removal - foreign & domestic

 508-642-9128
--------------------------------------------------------

 Cleaning By Solange
 Reliable, trustworthy professional with references. 
My services include: daily, weekly, monthly, or one 

time cleaning. Please call (774) 360-1975
--------------------------------------------------------

 Demers Construction Company 
 Licensed and Insured General Contractor

 New Construction - Remodeling - Additions
 Siding - Windows - Kitchens - Decks

 Nathan@DemersCC.com
 View our work at www.DemersCC.com

 Give us a call for a free estimate! 774.849.2325
--------------------------------------------------------

DUMP RUNS and MORE Any cleanup, yards, 
houses, attics, apts, etc. Oil tank and boiler 

removal call Cliff 508-472-8539
--------------------------------------------------------

Electrician Eric Cordeiro for good work & reason-
able prices, 24hr service, big & small jobs, will call 

back same day. 508-995-4496
--------------------------------------------------------
Ellis Appliance and Refrigeration Service

 Most brands. Call Scott 774-271-6784
--------------------------------------------------------

 EXTERIOR & INTERIOR HOME PAINTING
 POWERWASHING

 Atlantic Property Services LLC
 508 287 4338

 Many Great Local References!
 Free Estimates-Fully Licensed & Insured 

  
--------------------------------------------------------

Fairhaven Center House - Short term rental avail-
able 3-6 months. Dead end quiet area 2 bedroom 
Furnished with utilities $2400 6179087314 sea-

side8699@gmail.com 
--------------------------------------------------------

NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS
For Mattapoisett

Volunteers Urgently Needed

508-758-4110
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Hallion, Robert Andrew Huynh, Bao 24 Fairhaven Rd Mattapoisett 01/13/2023 880,000.00
  Aoyama, Momoko        
Allen, Robert N Jankowski, Shari M 4 Reservation Way Marion 01/13/2023 690,000.00
Allen, Elizabeth F Medina, Frederico Jr Est        
Tobin, Elizabeth H Henning, Laurel F 13 Foster St Mattapoisett 01/17/2023 490,945.00
Tobin, Sean M Silveira, Raymond J Est        

Real estate tRansactions
Buyer(s) Seller(s) Address City Date Price

See past listing on our website: www.wanderer.com

marionmuseum.org.

Winter Mindfulness Walk
 Join the Mattapoisett Land Trust for a chance to 
shake off those winter blues and center yourself in the 
present. We are lucky to have Carly Baumann, a local 
professional, with training and certifications in Yoga, 
Yoga Nidra and meditation, lead this experience for us all. 
Carly will lead participants in a practice of mindfulness 
with moments of silent exploration and group sharing 
while walking through nature.
 On Sunday, February 5, we will meet at the MLT 
kiosk at the end of Anchorage Way, which leads to the 
Brandt Island Cove District. The walk will be starting 
at 10:00 am and will conclude at 11:00 am. We will be 
walking rain or shine, so wear appropriate outdoor 
footwear and clothing (it may be muddy.) This is a free 
event and all are welcome. 
 Mattapoisett Land Trust is happy to partner with 
Carly Baumann and will now be offering mindfulness 
walks seasonally. Keep an eye out for the next walk in the 
Spring.

MAC Playwrights Incubator Program
 The MAC Theater Playwrights Incubator is a 
program for first-time playwrights to see their work 
realized on the stage. Finding theaters to produce new 
or unpublished plays can be an obstacle for any new 
playwright. The MTPI is a structured program that 
aims to discover and support, through workshop and 
production, new stage plays by first time, unpublished 
regional playwrights. These plays are small cast shows 
with one to six characters. Selected playwrights will work 
with two mentors who are experienced theater artists to 
fine-tune their plays over the course of several months 
and prepare the script for production. After regular 
writing evaluations, when the script is ready, the mentors 
will work with the MAC to find a director and assist her 
or him in casting the show with appropriate actors. One 
or more readings with a select focus group audience will 
include a feedback/response process, and the end result is 
a completed script, ready for debut performance for a live 
audience on stage at the Marion Art Center.
 Any new writer who has not yet been published 
or had a play produced is invited to submit her or his 
script or outline for consideration. There is no cost to 
participate in this program. Selected applicants are 

required to sign an agreement with the MAC Theater, 
outlining expectations and a commitment to the program. 
Playwrights must be available to meet on site with 
mentors for readings and all aspects of the production 
process, including auditions, rehearsals, tech work and 
performances. Apply online at marionartcenter.org/mtpi. 
Applications are due by March 1. The selected playwright 
for the 2023-2024 program will be announced on March 20. 
Please send any questions to mtpi@marionartcenter.org.

Tri-County Symphonic Band - Winter Festival 
Celebration

 On Sunday, February 5 at 3:00 pm, the Tri-County 
Symphonic Band, under the direction of Philip Sanborn, 
will combine with the Our Lady of Light Band, under the 
direction of Scott P. Lopes, to present a Winter Festival 
Celebration.  Each band will play from their repertoire 
separately and then combine at the end to form a group 
of 80-plus musicians! The Tri-County Symphonic Band 
is proud to collaborate one of the finest bands from 
Southeastern Massachusetts as we collectively work to 
strengthen the musical community with this harmonious 
offering.
 The event (concert and dinner) will be held at the 
Our Lady of Light Band Banquet Hall, 664 Quarry Street, 
Fall River, MA 02723.  Tickets are $35 for adults and $20 for 
children 12 and under. The ticket price includes a family 
style dinner.  Doors open at 12:00 noon; dinner is served at 
1:00 PM and the concert begins at 3:00 PM. Tickets may be 
purchased online at brownpapertickets.com
 Please visit tricountysymphonicband.org for more 
detailed information.
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Phases 
of the 
Moon

Local Tides
    High  Low 
 Day  Date a.m. p.m. a.m. p.m.

Full Moon February 5th
Last Quarter  February 13th
New Moon February 20th
First Quarter February 27th

off the mark   by Mark Parisi
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I Found the Aardvark!
 Each week, hidden somewhere in the pages of The Wanderer is a tiny drawing of an aardvark. The little guy you are looking for 
looks exactly like the one pictured above (but don’t put down this page as your answer, there’s another one hidden somewhere in 
this issue).
 Once you find the aardvark you can submit your answer on line and if you are right you will get Aardvark Points! You can 
then use these points to get cool Aardvark Prizes! 

To enter visit:  www.wanderer.com and Click on  I Found the Aardvark
In the January 26, 2023 edition the Aardvark was on page 2 

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
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PUZZLE
ANSWERS 

Thursday February 2 5:53 6:06  12:01
Friday February 3 6:36 6:48 12:03 12:47
Saturday February 4 7:14 7:27 12:08 1:21
Sunday February 5 7:48 8:03 12:52 1:55
Monday February 6 8:20 8:38 1:35 2:26
Tuesday February 7 8:51 9:13 2:16 2:55
Wednesday February 8 9:24 9:48 2:54 3:21
Thursday February 9 9:59 10:26 3:30 3:47
Friday February 10 10:39 11:07 4:06 4:15
Saturday February 11 11:24 11:53 4:45 4:49
Sunday February 12  12:14 5:30 5:32
Monday February 13 12:44 1:09 6:31 6:28
Tuesday February 14 1:40 2:09 7:52 7:38
Wednesday February 15 2:45 3:18 9:29 8:55
Thursday February 16 3:57 4:29 10:41 10:10
Friday February 17 5:06 5:32 11:37 11:15
Saturday February 18 6:05 6:28  12:27
Sunday February 19 6:57 7:20 12:14 1:14
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