
TOWN OF ROCHESTER
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of said town qualified to vote in 
elections and in town affairs to meet on Monday, the 19th of May 2014 at six-forty-five p.m. (6:45 p.m.) at the Rochester Memorial School, 16 Pine 
Street in said Town to act on the following articles:

ARTICLE 1:  UNANTICIPATED COSTS
To see if he Town will vote to transfer and/or appropriate from avail-
able funds, certain sums of money in order to defray unanticipated 
costs for Fiscal Year 2014 for various accounts in the General Fund or 
take any other action thereon.

ARTICLE 2: ACCEPT MGL CHAPTER 111 SECTION 26G (Sep-
tic Installer – Board of Health Member)

To see if the Town will vote to accept Section 26G of Chapter 111 of 
the Massachusetts General Laws relating to an elected or appointed 
member of the Board of health engaging in work as a septic installer 
within the Town provided there are independent inspections of their 
work; or to act in any other manner in relation thereto.

Given under our hands this14th day of April 2014
Rochester Board of Selectmen

TOWN OF ROCHESTER 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
MAY 19, 2014

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of said Town qualified to vote in 
elections and in Town affairs to meet at the Rochester Memorial School, 16 Pine Street in said Town on Monday, the 19th of May 2014 at seven p.m. 
(7:00 p.m.) in the evening to act on the following articles:

ARTICLE 1: ANNUAL REPORT OF 
TOWN OFFICERS AND COMMIT-
TEES
To see if the Town will accept the 
annual report of all town officers and 
committees,
or take any other action thereon.

ARTICLE 2: ELECTED OFFI-
CIALS SALARIES
To see if the Town will vote to fix the 
salaries of the elected officials of the 
Town for the Fiscal Year 2015 as fol-
lows or take any other action thereon.

ARTICLE 3: PERSONNEL BY-LAW AMENDMENT – CLASSIFICATION AND COMPENSATION PLAN
To see if the Town will vote to amend Part IV, Classification and Compensation Plan or take any other action thereon.

(See Chart Next Page)



ARTICLE 4: DEPARTMENTAL REVOLVING FUNDS AUTHORIZATION
To see if the Town will vote to authorize revolving funds for certain Town departments under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44 Section 
53E ½ for the Fiscal Year 2015 or take any other action thereon.

ARTICLE 5: TOWN OF ROCHESTER FY 2015 OPERATING BUDGET
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds a sum of money to defray Town charges and 
expenses for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2015, or take any other action thereon. 
 
(See Chart Next Page)

ARTICLE 6: NATURAL RESOURCE EXPENSES
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds a sufficient sum of money to fund the following recur-
ring Environmental and Natural Resources Expenses or take any other action thereon.

FUND 2015 NATURAL RESOURCE EXPENSES
DEPARTMENT             ITEM/PROJECT
Selectmen                  Planting of Shellfish (Marion)           $300

TOTAL ASSESSMENT                                        $300.





ARTICLE 7: CHAPTER 90 FUNDS APPROPRIATION  
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $305,695 from the proceeds due to the Town under the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 90; for the purposes of repair, construction, maintenance and preservation of the Town roads and bridges and other related costs which 
qualify under the State Aid Highway Guidelines adopted by the Massachusetts Highway Authority.

ARTICLE 8:  DOG BY-LAWS – PENALTIES FOR FAILURE TO LICENSE
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Rochester Dog By-laws as follows:
INSERT the following paragraph at the end of Section 5:
“The failure on the part of the holder of any kennel license to renew said license within the time frames provided herein for renewal of a dog li-
cense in Section 2 shall result in the imposition of a $100.00 fine to be paid before the issuance of any renewed license.  Failure to renew a kennel 
license within the time provided for license renewals in Section 2 may, in addition to the fine, result in a hearing before the Board of Selectmen to 
consider suspension or revocation of said license, said hearing to be conducted in accordance with the hearing procedures contained in Section 4.”
or to take any other action thereon.

ARTICLE 9:  FLOOD PLAIN DISTRICT AMENDMENT 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Rochester Zoning By-laws, Section VII - Flood Plain District as follows:
INSERT the following after the first paragraph of Section 3:

a. Permitted Uses
 The following uses of low flood damage potential and causing no obstructions to flood  flows shall be allowed provided they are 

permitted in the underlying district and they do not require structures, fill, or storage of materials and equipment:
1. Agricultural uses such as farming, grazing, truck farming, horticulture and including normally accepted cranberry bog maintenance 

procedure.
2.   Forestry and nursery uses.
3. Outdoor recreational uses, including fishing, boating, play areas, etc.
4.   Conservation of water, plants, wildlife.
5.   Wildlife management areas, foot, bicycle and/or horse paths.
6.   Appropriate nonresidential structures used in conjunction with fishing, growing, harvesting storage/sale of crops raised
      on the premises.
7.   Buildings lawfully existing prior to the adoption of these provisions.

Special Permits
No structure or buildings, other than permitted above, shall be erected, constructed, substantially improved, or otherwise created or 
moved unless a special permit is granted by the board of appeals. Said board may issue a special permit hereunder (subject to other 
applicable provisions of this By-Law) if the application is compliant with the following provisions:
1. The proposed use shall comply in all respects with the provisions of the underlying district, and

2. Within ten days of receipt of the application, the board shall transmit one copy of the development plan to the Conservation Com-
mission, Planning Board, Board of Health, Town Engineer and Building Inspector. Final action shall not be taken until reports have 
been received from the above Boards or until thirty-five days have elapsed, and

3. All encroachments, including fill, new construction, substantial improvements to existing structures, and other development are 
prohibited unless certification by a registered professional engineer is provided by the applicant demonstrating that such encroach-
ment shall not result in any increase in flood levels during the occurrence of the 100-year flood, and

4. The board may specify such additional requirements and conditions it finds necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare of 
the public and the occupants of the proposed use.

ARTICLE 10 TOWN MEETING QUORUM
To see if the Town will vote to amend Section XI(A)(1) – General Regulations, Town Meeting – Quorum as follows:

DELETE the current subsections “a”, “b and “c” and INSERT the following:
 a. A minimum of one hundred (100) registered voters shall be required to conduct an Annual Town Meeting.
 b. A minimum of fifty (50) registered voters shall be required to conduct a Special Town Meeting.

ARTICLE 11: STABILIZATION FUND
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds a sum of money to be added to the Stabilization Fund.

Given under our hands this 28th day of April 2014.
Rochester Board of Selectmen


