
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

MAY 23, 2011
Plymouth, ss.
To the Constable(s) of the Town of Rochester in the County of Plymouth,
Greetings,
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of said 
Town qualified to vote in elections and in Town affairs to meet at the Old Colony Regional Vocational Technical High 
School, 476 North Avenue in said Town on Monday, the 23rd of May 2011 at seven p.m. (7:00 p.m.) in the evening to act 
on the following articles:

ARTICLE 1: ANNUAL REPORT OF TOWN OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES
To see if the Town will accept the annual report of all town officers and committees,
or take any other action thereon.

ARTICLE 2: ELECTED OFFICIALS SALARIES
To see if the Town will vote to fix the salaries of the elected officials of the Town for the Fiscal Year 2012 as follows:  
or take any other action thereon.

Previous Requested Recommended
FY 2011 FY 2012  FY 2012

Moderator - Annual Town Meeting 100.00 100.00 100.00 
                          Special Town Meeting 50.00 50.00 50.00 

Board of Selectmen (3) each member 4,158.00 4,241.00 4,241.00 

Board of Assessors (3) each member 9,093.00 9,275.00 9,275.00 

Board of Assessors Assessment Admin 24.11/hr 24.59/hr 24.59/hr

Tax Collector 21,005.00 21,426.00 21,426.00 

Town Clerk 21,005.00 22,622.00 22,622.00 

Tree Warden 648.00 661.00 661.00 

Constables (2) 8.87/hr 9.05/hr 9.05/hr

Highway Surveyor 67,187.00 68,531.00 68,531.00 

Board of Health Chairman 1,950.00 1,989.00 1,989.00 
Board of Health (2) each member 1,626.00 1,659.00 1,659.00 

Herring Inspector 411.00 419.00 419.00 

ARTICLE 3: PERSONNEL BY-LAW AMENDMENT – CLASSIFICATION AND COMPENSATION PLAN
To see if the Town will vote to amend Part IV, Classification and Compensation Plan or take any other action thereon.

(SEE CHART NEXT PAGE)



ARTICLE 4: TOWN OF ROCHESTER FY 2012 OPERATING BUDGET
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds       a sum of money to defray Town 
charges and expenses for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2012, or take any other action thereon. 

            
  (SEE CHART NEXT PAGE)

ARTICLE 5: DEPARTMENTAL REVOLVING FUNDS AUTHORIZATION
To see if the Town will vote to authorize revolving funds for certain Town departments under Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 44 Section 53E ½ for the Fiscal Year 2012 or take any other action thereon.





ARTICLE  6: NATURAL RESOURCE EXPENSES
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds a sufficient sum of money to 
fund the following recurring Environmental and Natural Resources Expenses or take any other action thereon.

FUND 2012 NATURAL RESOURCE EXPENSES
DEPARTMENT  ITEM/PROJECT
Selectmen Planting of Shellfish (Marion)  $300

           TOTAL ASSESSMENT  $300

ARTICLE 7: CHAPTER 90 FUNDS APPROPRIATION  
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $308,799 from the proceeds due to the Town under the provisions 
of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 90; for the purposes of repair, construction, maintenance and preservation of 
the Town roads and bridges and other related costs which qualify under the State Aid Highway Guidelines adopted by 
the Massachusetts Highway Authority;
 
ARTICLE 8: PURCHASE OF AMBULANCE
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate by taxation, by transfer from
available funds, by borrowing or any combination thereof, the sum of $225,000.00 more or less, for the costs of 
purchasing and equipping an ambulance and any related equipment, and also including all costs incidental and related 
thereto; and to see whether to meet said appropriation the Treasurer, with the approval of the Selectmen, shall be 
authorized to borrow the full amount of such appropriation under General Laws Chapter 44 or any other general or 
special law, and to issue bonds or notes of the Town in connection therewith, or to take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 9: OLD COLONY REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL RENOVATIONS
To see if the Town will vote that the Old Colony Regional Vocational Technical High School District through the 
assessment of its member town of Acushnet, Carver, Lakeville, Mattapoisett and Rochester appropriate the sum not to 
exceed Two Million Five Hundred Thousand ($2,500,000) Dollars for the replacement of the current urethane foam 
roof and renovation of existing science laboratory said sum to be expended under the direction of the Old Colony 
Regional School District School Building Committee and to meet said appropriation the District Treasurer with the 
approval of the Regional District School Committee is authorized to borrow said sum under M.G.L. Chapter 44, or any 
other enabling authority; the Old Colony Regional School District Committee acknowledges that the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority’s (“MSBA”) grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, 
as determined by the MSBA, and any costs the Old Colony Regional School District incurs in excess of any grant 
approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the Old Colony Regional School District 
and further provided that the appropriation hereunder shall be subject to and contingent upon an affirmative vote of 
the member towns of Acushnet, Carver, Lakeville, Mattapoisett and Rochester to exempt the amounts required for the 
payment of interest and principal on said borrowing from the limitations on taxes imposed by M.G.L. 59, Section 21C 
(Proposition 2 ½), and that the amount of borrowing authorized pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant 
amount set forth in the Feasibility Study Agreement that may be executed between the Old Colony Regional School 
District and the MSBA

ARTICLE 10: MUNICIPAL LIEN CERTIFICATE FEE
To see if the Town will vote to increase the fee to be charged by the Collector for municipal lien certificates from 
$25.00 to $50; or to take any other action relative thereto

ARTICLE 11: SITE PLAN BY-LAW AMENDMENT
To see if the Town will vote to amend Section XVI.1 of the Zoning By-laws to add Paragraph 14 as follows:
1.14 Expiration
A site plan review approval granted under this section shall lapse within two (2) years, not including such time required 
to pursue or await the determination of an appeal from the grant thereof or any other permit or license issued in 
connection therewith, if a substantial use t hereof has not sooner commenced or in the case of a permit for construction, 
if construction was not begun by such date.  This time period may be extended for an additional one (1) year period at 
the discretion of the Planning Board, provided an application for said extension was filed prior to the expiration of the 



first two (2) year term.

ARTICLE 12: ROCHESTER WATER SUPPLY – NEW BEDFORD COMPENSATION
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen together with the Board of Water Commissioners 
to petition the legislature for a Special Act, entitled “An Act Further Compensating the Town of Rochester for Water 
Facilities”, to require the City of New Bedford to remit payment to the Town of Rochester in the amount of ten cents 
($0.10) for each one thousand (1,000) gallons of water it sells, or provides by agreement including any compensation, 
to other communities; and to take all actions necessary for adoption of such Special Act and for implementation of any 
Special Act adopted in connection therewith, or take any action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 13: ROCHESTER WATER SUPPLY – POND YIELD
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen together with the Board of Water Commissioners 
to petition the legislature for a Special Act, entitled “An Act to Preserve Public Water Supply in Assawompset Ponds 
Complex Communities”, to reserve a percentage of the Maximum Safe Yield for public water supply, as determined 
by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection, for the use or future use of communities directly 
abutting Assawompset, Pocksha, Great Quittacas, Little Quittacas and Long Ponds; said percentage to be determined in 
consultation with DEP and surrounding communities; and to take all actions necessary for adoption of such Special Act 
and for implementation of any Special Act adopted in connection therewith, or take any action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 14: PURCHASE OF PROPERTY OFF MARION ROAD
To see if the Town of Rochester will vote to appropriate the sum of $45,000.00 (to be reimbursed by an awarded 
Buzzards Bay National Estuary Program grant) for the purpose of purchasing for conservation and passive recreation 
purposes, a portion of a property shown as Lot 20 on Rochester Assessors Map 6 on Marion Road containing 
approximately 29-acres; that said land be managed and controlled by the Conservation Commission of the Town of 
Rochester, and that the Conservation Commission is authorized to grant a Conservation Restriction to be held on said 
property by the Rochester Land Trust, Inc.; and that the Conservation Commission be authorized to file on behalf 
of the Town of Rochester any and all applications deemed necessary for grants and /or reimbursements from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts deemed necessary and/or any others in any way connected with the scope of this 
Article, and the Town of Rochester and the Conservation Commission be authorized to enter into all agreements and 
execute any and all instruments as may be necessary on behalf of the Town of Rochester to affect said purchase and 
obtain said grants or reimbursement; or take any other action thereon.

ARTICLE 15: AQUIFER PROTECTION WOLF ISLAND ROAD 
To see if the Town of Rochester will vote to appropriate the sum of $20,506.00 for the purpose of purchasing for 
aquifer protection, conservation and passive recreation purposes, a certain property, together with buildings thereon, 
shown as Lot 6 on Rochester Assessors Map 3 on Wolf Island Road containing approximately 10.7 acres; that said 
land be managed and controlled by the Conservation Commission of the Town of Rochester, and that the Conservation 
Commission is authorized to grant a Conservation Restriction to be held on said property by the Board of Public 
Works, acting as the Water Commissioners, for the Town of Fairhaven; and that the Conservation Commission be 
authorized to file on behalf of the Town of Rochester any and all applications deemed necessary for grants and /or 
reimbursements from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts deemed necessary and/or any others in any way connected 
with the scope of this Article, and the Town of Rochester and the Conservation Commission be authorized to enter into 
all agreements and execute any and all instruments as may be necessary on behalf of the Town of Rochester to affect 
said purchase and obtain said grants or reimbursement; or take any other action thereon.

ARTICLE 16: ROCHESTER HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION AND HISTORIC DISTRICT
To see if the Town will vote to abolish the Rochester Historic District Commission and the Historic District adopted by 
vote of the Town Meeting as Article XX, June 7, 1999 Annual Town Meeting and to nullify and strike the boundaries 
of the Historic District from the Rochester Zoning map as shown on a map entitled “Proposed Rochester Center 
Historic District” dated June 7, 1999 and signed by the Rochester Historic District Study Committee, which is on file 
with the office of the Rochester Town Clerk.


